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in"some cases td make this kind of

The story. of how Major Pretori

CMG. D.S.0. a Dutch Transval ex- 5
. pert, who did splendid service against .

the Germans in Bast Africa during
the war, bagged one hundred and ten’
elephants in thirteen months, is told

. by J. P. Collins, a London writer, and

reads like a romance.

In 1919, when the development
‘plans for the Sunday River district in
South Africa bade fair to-bring .into

Cape Colony a marked influx of ut-l

-tlers, the Provincial Adminlstration
found themselves faced with the nec-
essity for doing something to deliver

seltlers already established fromr the‘

_terrible - depredations of - elephant
herds in the adjacent Addo Bush, and
Sir Frederic de Waal, the Cape Ad-
mizistrater General, consulted Major
Pratorius to see "What could be done.

‘The major, who is also.a zoologist
and an ardent scientist, gave it as his
opinion that the interests of science
could be met by the establishment of
a wide reservation on permanent lines
if ‘the majority of these
phants were dealt ‘wilh summarily
firgt. The only remedy was practical
ctermination and he was given the
coramission to kill a hundred or more.
Fe was instructed to pursue-his own
inclinations to the extent of preserv-
ing the remains.—ivory for. trade. the
flesh for hiltong,
facture, and the skeletons, or a selec-
tion of them,
wcerld.

This understanding having been es-
tablished. Major Pretorius chose" his
and loaders,
whom is his wife (herself an intrepid
shot), and with his little arsenal sup-
plemented by a new elephant rifle,
‘preceeded to set up hiz camn in a safe

" but central place. It was here that he

was visited not long ago by the only
man who has so far heen a medium
of . information as to the major’s suc-
cegs and the story, as recountered at
lengith in the Cane Times Annual to
hand, makes one of the most pictures-
ane and thrilling contributions that
the annals of sport have xecelved for
a decade or more.

The

There is something

Dark Contin>nt at its Worst,

well-nigh  in-

Addo ele--

the nides for man’u-.

for the museums of theé

chief among.

, and
careful lmouch ‘with  the
hllld,

loaders at
usually the hunter's wife

among them. Then when the nemst )

point to the herd had nlnod
'wnhout detaetlon. the hunter. took the !

very:initiative on which the “rogue” |

. elephant prides hlmul(. He chlued

at the herd, and tonnd, ‘as he had;

hoped, that the immediate ruponse

was to bring the huge beasts on.
Their trunks uplifted, = their huge

ears - flapping, and. their throats

| trumpeting- in a full pitch chorus of ;

_rage, the leadérs of the herd came
thundering om, with the crashing and

grinding of the bush to add to the un- &

holy roar. ¢

It needs no heightened lantulge to‘

. point the tenseness of the situation, !
for to stop a trumpter in full charge

is the grand climax in this kind of ;'

tussle. But the herd of elephants

charging together seems rather ‘too |

[

The smallness '

much climax at once.
of the brain at the back of the ele-

phant’s skull is notoriously the rea- -

son for the heavy casualties incident

to close conflicts like these, and the

concentration of a 500-grain bullet on
that single point of impact is not as-
sisted, certainly, by the swaying gaif
the elephant adopts when ‘he runs.

Prive Not Easily Arrested.

What is no less serious, as hiinter’s
on this scale are well aware, the drive
of a charging animal weighing some
tons, is not easily arrested, even with
a well-placed shot at the ecritical mo-
ment, and it needs agility as well as
an iron nerve to deliver the decisive
blow first and .then by a leap to de-

\liver oneself from the crash ensuing.-

Denge bush delays the ajl-important
shot to an instant uncomfortably near

the edge of disaster, and even old and

hardened loaders have been known,
under, the strain of makeshift rations
and a long campaign,
weapons and decamp. 4

This happened on one occasion when

by mischance a cartridge had jammed
in the breach. An infuriated cow was
charging full-pelt and blowing hot. air
in his face, as the major says, “when
‘his luck turned anA

credible in the idea of an impassable/served to bring the beast down by his

jungle lying between busy and fam-
iliar centres like Cape: Town and Port
Ilizabeth, and almost overlooking one
of the great highways of ocean traffic.

A modern railway has bisected it,
and the steady eneroachments of
farms and . settlements have done
much to define-its boundaries, yet the
Addo Bush-remains as frue a survival
of.'the “Dark Continent” of wold as if
it were a stretch of Northern Nigeria
or-'a jungle of the Belgian Congo. It
congists  of an irregular reach of rug-
ged country, packed for the most part
with prmkh pear and villainous thorn-

“bush, and enmeshed with creepers that -

remind one of Darwin’s lianas in the
trackless twilight forests of South
America. ;

The ‘whole extent measures some
three or four hundred square miles,

and for a height of ten op twelye feet

constitutes a mysterious maze 8o in-
extricably interwoven that only an
axe-team can penetrate it, and in this
formidable thicket, which  affords no
real impedimént to the bulk and’
power of an elephant, man - suffers;
hardships which need not be describ-
ed,

Major Pretorius admits that all the
knowledge gained through arduous
Africa and the in-
terior had been but a poor prepara-.
tion for this new task in a wilderness
peculiar to itself. |

The major had to lay out his own

'map, including hills for observntlon’

purposes, and the ravines to which
the quarry resort in emergencies.
Runners were located on the hill-tops
to. report any observable movements
of the three or four herds—number-'
ing some 126 beasts in .all_and as,
time was of the essence of the con-l
tract, the ordinary -methods of ele-
phant stalking had to be' changed.

The Modus Operandi Chosen.

A full-grown elephnnt with a nine-
foot stride—at times, extending a lop-
ing pace of a dozen feet or more—
can ‘cut nimbly through scrub-covered
cotintry and soon leave twenty 'or
thirty miles behind. Now, a thirty-

mile tramp of an exhausting kind, i ;
‘such as fell to the hunter day after: l - that the. . majer's

day, was regarded.as waste of time jf |
it yielded only one elephant at the end
of'it. Besides, frequent poaching or
indiscfiminate sport has been known

quarry gun-shy, and in this way the

side. A tenth of a second would have
decided things the other .way. ¢

Major Pretorius relied on bringingy
down two or. three elephants in the,
in his cass’

nick of time when men
usually devote to one, and there is
little doubt it was this capaéity for in-
tensive dispatch- which saved: him
times without number. Three kills
became, his average and this sufficed
to head the rest of the herd off back
into the bush, for a barricade

cases made a useful physical.
forcement to the “moral and intellec- |
tual damage” the herd sustained. His
biggest individuat bag in a smgle en-
counter was five adult elephants Kill- |

"ed and one calf captured, simply byI

putting an arm around the bewildered
youngster’s neck. ~

Died Fro-_ Excitement.

A guest was a rare gyent, and could
only be a sportsman of like mind gnd

! experience, but it was during the first

day of his visit, and during a hot pur-
suit, that General Ravenshaw, a vet-

eran sportsman, died from excitement. |

Another danger tb.ward against in

, this line of sport is a blow from the
trunk of ;a. wounded eclephant in the|
the !
major only escaped from an unexpect- 5

.second stage of despatch, and
ed lash-out like this by jumping back
into a heavy-spiked thornbush which
left its marks.

Thorn matters little to an elephant,
but may make a deal of difference
even to a practised hunter, and a bit of
mutual’ stalking round just such a
,’bush oen one occasion was ended.by a
«mad rush of the unwieldly quarry ac-
; ross the intervening obsucle. or, rather
by timely, double-barrels full in his
face, with.a third shot through the
spine which finished him.

There was another case. when a
widowed cow had tracked the hunter
s8lyly for some distance and with
amazing stealth, so as to bring things
to a.climax when she saw the hunter
down on hands and knees trying to
penetrate a particularly ugly bit of
bush. *1t was in  such - unexpected
agility.
came in hudy, and in this lmhnoo
‘we learn that the. workmnmhip pt the
English gunsmith told .usefully . as:
well, for the bullet was found to have

entered where the trunk joins the | =

head, and affer. msging its. way
through the™ “tore ithrough the

shoulder n(tte mqtt"to m a tnve _

in the great 's” liver.
Out ot a total herd ot 126 the mjor

iy polilhe(! ‘oft 110 animale - in- &irtoeﬁ
| months (broken by two or three

WW- of rest) and when his

| mission was complete _ towatds _the.

to drop their

im- |
provised out of three elephant car-|
re-en- |

a rapid re-load

Goods made and sold in Newfoundland

‘Means prosperlty for N ewfoundland

_ apl8.2im,t

Unsolved Weatber
Mysteries.

Much as the weather is studied, |

there are many things. cennected with |
it which' baffle scientists.
" What, for instance, is the precise
cause of those cyclonic systems wlﬁch
bring us so much unsettled won.ther
from the Atlantic Ocean?

* No one knows, meither is it known
why they should move in the uncer-
tain way they do, travelling over these
islands sometimes at the rate of thirty
or .more ‘niiles an ‘hour, - and at other:
times pulling up off the west coast of

Ireland:and, then either turning back
into' the Atlantic or coming over Eng- |-

land st 4 smail’s pace. Equally puz-

|

" Nor is it hlown to the satisfaction
{ot :eioaﬁm why u‘hm Md

If you

pend $5 or $50 on

foreign-made goods that'’s the
last you know of your $5 or

$50.

If you spend.$5 or $50 on
goods made in Newfoundland
a percentage of the amount
you spend comes back to your
own purse via your
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By Newfoundlanders

ling is it why they should sometimes
remain quite motionless for days to-
gether.

Fully as great a myst,ery is the
cause of anticyclones, which are re-
sponsible for fog and frost in winter,
and hot, sunny days in summer. Their
motion. too, is’a mystery, for often
when the weather experts calculate
that one of them will remain over this
country for at least a few days, it will
in.the most contrary fashion pass
right over us without pausing for a
moment. | :

Then why, as a rule, should rain

last for only a few hours, considering
the vast machinery which has been
set in motion before even a sllght
shower can fall? - {
Another mysterious thing is t.l_:gt
sudden rush.of cool air we experience
Just betore a 'thndmtorm reaches
us.’

choose’ recise’ path’it doea, mo-

‘blowing upon a small flame we force

g |

wick of the candle until the wax be-
gins' to melt and change into gas. In
the case of a fire in the grate, kindling
wood or its equivalent must be used to
produce the mnecessery  perliminary
heat. :

Once-lighted, the fiame will continue |,
to burn .until the combustible portion
of thé process of making the gases
which mingle with' the  exygen. In

the gases away from the lighted por-
tion and, unless: the latter is hot
enough to rekindle the flame, the fire
L is .extinguished. .

The wax of a lighted candle is hot
only in the immediate vicinity of the
fiame, which can be blown out.easily.
A burning log or a coal fire is well
heated througnout, gnd usually bursts
into fiame a few moments after it has

‘and. an elephant on ‘the other, and
claims the championship of the world
for minute inscriptions.

If the records of the past are any
guide it is not unlikely in this age of
powerful lenses and fine tocls that the
record might easily be beaten. Long
| ago a man achieved fame by writing

ed it in the.rind of a grain of corn.
15,000 Verses in a Walnut.

But that is only the work of a short

time thrown off in a fit of enthuuiasm

for the tiny. What of the man who does

been ext.inguished by a gust 'of wind.

‘incurable devotion? Peter Bales, a
scholar. ef Queen ' Elizabeth’s time,
lives. in the Harleian Manuscripts at

in so small a.hand' that it was en-

‘closed in a walnut. “The nut-holdeth
the. boon; there are-as many leaves in
‘his_little book as in the great Bible,
‘and he hath written as much on one

The Bible in a Nutshell:|
Poems and Portraits Inscribed on Séed
- and Grain,

A man in Philadelphia has carved a
spider on one side of a mustard seed

a verse in letfers of gold and énclos-

this thing with the foolish ardour of | -

Oxford for having written the Bible}

| of ‘his little leaves as on 8\ great lelt o

ot the Bible.”
The British Museum - posaeuq a
nom of Queen Anne not‘ much

" | above the size of a hand, on which ap-|

mﬁntmtobua ‘number - of
The

4 2 it will really
do, make the tollowmg adjustments:

3 For Carburetor having Needle

il Valve and aif{ @djhstment: Screw

§'! down needle valves on carburetor un-

til engine’ slackens &peed and power;

“l then give more ‘air -until power and

g ?peed return and engme runs smooth-
1.

For Ca.rburetorl haﬂng one Gaso-

line and give more air.

CAUTION:—Néver interfere with
the Carburetor Float or Springs of the
Automatic, Air Inlet. "Simply reduce
the flow of Gasoline and use more
air.

There iz no way of telling just the
exact results of MIRACLE MOTOR-
GAS in, any particular case, as it will
depend on the condition of your en-
gine, spark plugs and carburetor:
but there is a CERTAINTY about the
results if you will continue in its use
until it has had time to do the work
it was intended to do.

For instance, your engine may be
heavily carbonized, and spark plugs
foul, in ‘which case you are likely to
become ‘discouraged unless you re-
member that every dose of medicine
will give some evidence of its pres-
ence, if it is going to do you any good.

The first effect may be sluggishnesg
of the engine, and a tendency to choke
wheg.on a heavy pull; also it may spit
and sputter.

All you have to do is to CUT DOWN
THE GASOLINE FEED at; the Car-
buretor

“After you-have done this, g0 ahead
and when it gets to doing the same
thing again, cut it down again. That
is what you want.

Cut a little at'a time, as often as it
needs it, until your engine is as clean
as when you first bought it. Every
time you reduce the feed you are re-
duc}ng operating expenses, and thdt is
what MIRACLE MOTOR-GAS is for.

Now, on.the. other hand, you may
not notice any effect on the running
of the engine; if it was clean to start
with and the spark plugs in good con-
dition, you will notice very little
change in its operation; but if, after
running several miles you will cut
fyour earburetor a little, you will no-
tice a difference.

The fact that it did not make your
engine run bad is no sign that it was
doing all it should do before. CUT
DOWN THE GASOLINE. That is
what MIRACLE MOTOR-GAS is for-
to reduce the consumption of gas, and
at the same time you will experience
a stronger running engine. Also, you
will find that you can climb hills on
high that were impossible before, and
at the samé time-remember you are
burning less gasoline. MIRACLE
MOTOR-GAS is guaranteed to reduce
your gasoline consumption, as well as
clean.out the engine, but it cannot do
this unless you cut-a little on the car-
| huretor. 1

But whatever the seeming results,
if you- will only follow directions you
will get- the results claimed and your
engine cleaned and running cooler
than ever before. MIRACLE MOTOR-

‘B line ‘adjustment; reduce the flow of the
GAS is the one preparation that will
not. heat the engine.

Gasoljne froth one-half to one-third.

'} For Carburetors. having high anq
' low speed -adjustment; turn down both
till car runs smoothly.

For Carburetors having stationary
spray nozzles, plug up nozzle with
solder and rebore nozzle hole about
4 points’ smaller and-regulate by giv-
ing more air.

X If the Carburetor adjustment gives
1’ . ‘you any inconvenience, just spin along
A\ 4 » ‘to the undersigned where all your
3 : }troubles cease. The adjustment costs
you nothing, $1.25 per packago suffi-

cient for 50 gallons.
THE CHURCHILL MARINE & AUTO
ENGINEERING WORKS.
E. CHURCHILL, Proprietor.

Thus you €ee, by the use of “MIR-
ACLE MOTOR-GAS you feed less gaso-
Sole Agent for Electoral Distriet Si.
John’s, Newfoundland.

He too‘h ieee of firm but pliant pa- 'aprzi,zi

;fer, ten' lzi 3 long and eight inches ‘

wide. By writing tiny characters with CAR OWNERS.—Send your
a finé pen he found that he could get l Tires and Tubes to J. McKIN-
thirty verses of the Iliad" into a line LAY’S to be repalred and get

and 250 lines to the page, 7,600 verses
in all. Thus, by using both sides of ork’ that is guarantegd and will
First come,

the paper, he could write 15,000 verses | 8ive "satisfaction.
on it, the number composing the -Iliad. ﬁrst served —mar26,1m
The paper when folded up™fitted into | =~
a walnut shell, and so the possibility | [l

of the fate of Cicero’s friend%vas prov- }} 0 0 »
‘200 sacks due April 5th.
Booking orders now.

200 boxos FANCY TABLE
. APPLES.
c;;at(gs GREEN CAB-
-250 -cases - SUNKIST OR-.
817 ‘# ANGES —- Sizes 250,
wia~~1200,-216,-176, 150.
i: 20 -e8.”CALIF.; LEMONS: -
"“25 bris. FATNCY PAR«
SNIPS.

' 25 bris. ‘s’QUND CAR-
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