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CHAPTER VII.

Dulcie colors. A maid! She had 
never thought of that. Of course they 
ought to have brought a maid ; but 
not having done so, she is too proud 
to accept the loan of Lady Falconer’s.

"No, thanks," she says. “We have 
no maid. We can do very well if you 
■yrill send the boxes."

The girl courtesies: she is respect­
fulness itself, and fusses about the 
room for a few minutes, then goes out 
and Mrs. Fermor is free to utter the 
exclamation which has been hovering 
on her lips.

“Oh. Dulcie, what a beautiful room! 
and this is only the dressing-room ; 
our bedrooms are beyond, I suppose. 
And did you notice the hall? Oh, my 
dear, I was never in such a tremen­
dous place, and—it was very kind 
and thoughtful of you to make excuse 
for me to-niglit, for I am sure I could 
not go-through it until I have rested 
and feel a little more composed."

Dulcie laughs, and moves to and 
fro, examining the apartment. ‘

“Yes, it is all very grand, aunt It 
is rather a contrast to what we have 
been accustomed to, is it not?"

“My dear," exclaims poor Mrs. Fer­
mor, solemnly, “it is quite an ordeal! 
I—I almost wish we had not come!”

“That is rather inconsistent, since 
it was” you who decided for us," says 
Dulcie; laughing. “There is nothing 
to be afraid of, after all. Her lady­
ship”—how strange and new it sound­
ed—“won't eat us, I suppose. I won­
der what sort of person she is? I 
have been trying to. picture her all 
the joifrney. I am afraid she will be 
rather grim—the old aristocrat, and 
all that sort of thing; a rather stiff 
duplicate of Sir Hugh. Poor old la­
dy—she must be old—how she must 
detest us, me especially.”

“My dear Dulcie, you make me 
more nervous.”

“Do I? Well, I won't say any 
more. At any rate, I shall have to 
face the ordeal first. Oh, here are 
the boxes! How silent the place is! 
—it is like a cathedral. Aunt, I shall 
die of ennui here, I know; or else I 
shall go mad and shriek out, or do 
something desperate—perhaps pull 
Lady Falconer’s wig off, for in­
stance------”

“Good gracious!" groans Mrs. Fer­
mor, with her hand to her head 
“Don’t talk so, Dulcie; and—and pray 
be quick. Remember Sir Hugh is 
waiting in the hall all this time. I 
am sure his kindness is simply 
touching, touching!"

Dulcie laughs, as she brushes her 
hair deliberately.

“Do you suppose he will be so stu­
pid as to wait in the hall?" she says. 
“Not he! He will go into the draw­
ing-room and tell them all about us, 
and horrify his aristocratic mother 
with a description of the wild, uncul- 

1 tivated girl they have been saddled 
with! Then he will come back and 
look as grave as Solomon at the foot 
of the stairs!"

“At any rate, be quick,” implores 
Mrs. Fermor, “and, Dulcie, don’t let 
them send me up a lot of things. I 
only want a cup of tea and to be let 
alone. I shall be all right to-morrow, 
but to-night I feel so dreadfully ner-
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coaxingly.vous. And, Dulcie, dear,'
"Well?"
“You will be as good and pleasant 

with them as you can, won’t you?
You won’t make it disagreeable? I 
am sure they will be nice.*’

“I am not so sure of that,” with a 
smile, “but I will promise to be good.
I won’t bark or bite them ; no, I prom­
ise to be a perfect sucking dove, I 
will indeed. So you can go to bed 
and rest in peaceful content. Let us 
see where ‘bed’ is” and she insists- 
upon helping the tired and nervous 
old lady to her well-earned repose, 
before she proceeds any further with 
her own toilet.

As to what that toilet shall be, she 
has been rather undecided, but at last 
she chooses the darkest and quietest 
of Monsieur Worth’s dresses, and 
carefully avoiding any jewelry, stands 
and looks at herself for a moment.

Plain as is the dress, absent though 
the jewelry is, there is something 
about her which she cannot disguise 
or divest herself of. The tall, slim 
figure, with its exquisite natural 
grace, the lovely, brilliant face, with 
its closely-coiled braids of dark, 
shining hair, are still striking, and | a'ou^ 

what the French call “effective,” and 
it is almost with a sigh that she turns 
away.

If I could only make myself look 
dowdy and insignificant,” she says, 
they would like me better. I feel it.

All girls ought to be short. Now for 
Sir Hugh.”

The maid is wating in the corridor, 
and explains that she is there to 
show Miss Dorrimore down. Is miss 
quite sure that there is nothing she, 
the maid, can do?”

“No," says Dulcie; “if you will be 
good enough to get a cup of tea for 
my aunt—”

“I have ordered it, miss,” says the 
maid, quietly. “This way," for Dul­
cie has turned off in the wrong di
rectlon.

She stops a moment when , they

reach the gallery which overlooks 
the hall, and bends over, and the first 
thing she sees is the tall figure of Sir 
Hugh, standing like a sentinel at the 
bottom of the stairs. He looks up as 
she comes down, and smiles.

"You have been very quick,” he 
says.

“That is the finest compliment I 
have ever been presented with,” she 
says. “But you have not been wait­
ing all this time?”

“Yes,” he says, with a fajnt sur­
prise; “I said I should wait.”

She looks at him; he is still in his 
traveling suit, dusty and unwashed, 
it is quite true; but she does not beg 
his pardon, instead she says:

“Do you publish a guide to the 
Castle?”

"A—what?” he says, staring at her.
“A guide,” she says, naively. “Be­

cause, if you do I should like to have 
one, otherwise I shall inevitably lose 
my way, and be starved to death in 
some forgotten corner.”

He smiles.
“It is not so large as all that. To­

morrow, if you will allow me, I will 
show you over it—or perhaps one of 
my sisters.”

She stops. They are near a door, 
before which a servant stands ready 
to open it.

“One moment,” she says. “You 
haven’t told me the names of your 
sisters.”

He looks at her rather grimly.
“I didn’t think you cared to know,” 

he says. “You didn’t ask me.”
She keeps back the guilty flush.
“I didn’t like to be too inquisitive,” 

she says. “Won’t you tell me now, 
please? One never catches people’s 
names when they are introduced, and 
I shouldn’t like to call them Jane 
and Mary when their names may be 
Fanny or Elinor.”

“They are neither one nor the 
other,” he says. “The eldest is Maud, 
the second Edith.”

“Thanks,” she says.
He still pauses.
“Have you any more questions to 

ask?” he says, with his quiet smile 
which always lightened the rather 
grave beauty of bis face. .

“Yes, thousands,” she retorts; “but 
we won’t wait now.”

“Very well,” he says; and he makes 
a sign to the man, who opens the 
door.

Dulcie sees before her a long, ra 
ther low-roofed room, richly furnish­
ed in an antique style, and rather 
dimly lit by wax candles placed ' in 
mediaeval brass sconces attached lo 
Venetian mirrors on the wall, and by 
a couple of softly toned lamps stand­
ing on a table near a fireplace, whose 
mantel-piece of carved oak runs to 
the ceiling.

Near the lamps are seated a tall, 
thin, patrician-looking lady and two 
young girls. The lady and one girl 
are employed in needlework, the 
other has evidently been reading
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There is an air of repose, of quiet­
ude, of brooding calm over the scene, 
which strikes Dulcie in an instant.

Sir Hugh has taken her hand up- 
in Ills arm, and he leads her forward 
not briskly, but without any hesita­
tion.

Mother,” he says, “this is Miss 
Dorrimore.”

The lady rises and comes forward 
noiselessly, glidingly, like one of the 
'amily portraits from its frame in the 
hall, and holds out her hand.

How do you do, Miss Dorrimore?’ 
ihe asks; and her voice is thin and 
leer as crystal, matching her pa- 
rician form and bearing. “We are 
;lad to see you. These are my 
laughters, Maud and Edith.”

The two girls—the one tall and 
itately, like her mother, the other 
stouter, and with a touch of Sir 
Hugh's comeliness—come forward 
ind give her their hands; and as 
they do so Dulcie detects in a mo­
ment, In the time of a flash of light­
ning, the surprise in their faces.

It Is almost as if they exclaimed in 
chorus: “Is this the unknown,
middle-class girl poor Hugh has been 
burdened with?”

She feels their eyes upon her, calm­
ly, aristocratically criticising her; 
and her old spirit of defiance and 
bravado flashes out of her eyes, mak­
ing her look wondrously beautiful— 
and dangerous.

Evidently Sir Hugh feels it, for al­
most before they have kissed him— 
the girls cling to him with loving em-
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Walsh, Miss Mary, George's St. 
Walsh, Miss A., Water St. West 
Watkinson, Mr. and Mrs.,

Osborne House
Whelan, Miss Bride, Circular Road 
Whelan, Miss Bride, Simms’ St. 
Weir, E. T. Newtown Road 
Wareham, Robert, Care G. P. 0. 
Wheeler, A., care Marine & Fisheries 
Whelan, Miss Agatha 
Wells. Mrs.. Murray St.
Wiltshire, Miss Sadie, Finn St.
Westen, G„ care G. P. O.
Webber, John, George’s St.
Weeks, Emily, Theatre Hill 
Webber, Walter G. " ,
Weir, E. A., Parade St.
Wiseman, Stephen, Rocky Lane 
White, Miss Josephine, Patrick St. 
White, Miss Lizzie, Henry St.
Whitten, Miss M., Hagerty St.
White, Mrs. E„ Notre Dame St. 
Wiseman, Miss Kittle, Sebastian St. 
White, Miss Margaret 
Willard, Mrs., Prince's St.
White, Walter, care Reid Co. i
Wickers, Emily, Theatre Hill 
White, Miss May, Hamiltno St. 
Whitten, Miss S., card,

McFarlane Street
White, Miss Elsie 
Workman, Miss A.
Woodman, Miss R., Grove Hill 
White and Skirving (P. card)
Walsh, Mrs. Geo.
Walsh, Mr., P. O. Box 571.

Young, Mrs. Peter, Springdale St.

. J. ALEX. ROBINSON,
Postmaster-General,

pressement— he says, quickly:
“We unlawfully tired and fearfully 

hungry, mother. What about din­
ner?”

"It is quite ready,” says her lady­
ship, and she glances questioningly 
over Dulcie’s shoulder.

'Oh,” says Dulcie, speaking for the 
first time, and her clear resonant 
voice strikes In contrast to the sup­
pressed tones of the others, “my aunt 
begs you will excuse her to-night. 
She is quite worn out”

Certainly,” says Lady Falconer, “it 
has been a trying journey. Shall I
go and see it------”

Oh, no, no,” says Dulcie, feeling 
quite assured that the apparition of 
the tall and stately dame at Aunt Fer- 
mor’s bedside would send her into a

nervous fit. “She is asleep by this 
time; I asked one of the servants to 
get her some- tea; she will be all 
right to-morrow.”

Lady Falconer Inclines her head.
"Why did you travel so fast, Hugh?” 

she asks.
Sir Hugh pulls his mustache.
“I wanted to get home. We stayed 

throe days at Paris,” he explains.
Lady Falconer looks at him:
“Are you going to dress—you need 

not”
‘Thanks,” he says, starting. “I’d 

better wash myself at least,” he adds, 
with a laugh ; “I wonder why one gets 
so fearfully dirty on board a Ch \nnel 
steamer. Well, Edie, and have you 
get out of the school-room yet?”

He asks the question as if he had

only been away for a month or two, 
and does not remember that he has 
beer, away three years.

His tone strikes Dulcie.
“Are these people flesh and blood ? ’ 

she thinks, “or are they only stones .”* 

She does not see the kindly light in 
his eyes, or the question would be 
unnecessary. It is not the way of the 
Falconers to show emotion. Edith 
creeps closer to the tall figure and 
pushes her arm through his, her pret­
ty face upturned with loving trust 
and admiration.

'School! Yes, some time since. 
Hugh,” in a little whisper, “I am so 
glad you have come home.”

‘Are you,' little one?” and he 
touches her cheek with his finger. '

"Yes, and, Hugh, how beautiful she 
is!”

He smiles.

“Hush! she will hear you. Yes, 
she is, very beautiful,” and his eyes 
wander to the bright, brilliant face. 
“Yes, she is very beautiful,” he re­
peats, then he sighs.

“And she is nice, Hugh?”

“Nice!” he echoes, with a little start 
and a smile, as he thinks how little 
“nice” Dulcie has been to him since 
he met her. “Well, you shall find 
that out for yourself, Edie. I’d better 
go and get clean, unless I want to 
get scolded,” and he strides out.

(To be continued.)
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A considerable amount 01 | 
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sitting of the City Council I 

The Minister of AgricultJ 
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