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CHAPTER XVII.

“Ay, ay,” said Willie, 
right enough.”

“Perhaps you will give him to un- 
tiers tand that when he is capable of 
understanding anything,” said Leices

ter.
“Ay, ay, I will,” said Willie.
"Good-night,” said Leicester.
"Good-night, Master Leicester,” 

said the two men, or rather shouted 
it, for they had to make themselves 
heard above the mad ravings of their 
companion.

Leicester, calm and unconcerned 
gravely walked on.

The two men exchanged glances as 
they looked at the dark mask of the 
last blow upon the drunken man’s 
face and grinned appreciatingly.

Nat, the carrier's cottage was but a 
little distance from the spot, and they 
succeeded in getting Jem to bed with
out farther disturbance of her majes 
ty’s peace.

In the morning it was soon over 
the village that there had been an 
other scene between Mr. Leicester 
and Jem Starling, and when the man 
appeared at the “Blue Lion” about 
noon they expected to hear a second 
edition of the dreadful threats which 
had broken the stillness of the pre
ceding night.

But Jem came in silently, with the 
dark bruise upon his face, and sullen 
ly kept that silence.

And so the day passed, and the lit
tle incident had before night sunk in
to insignificance.

But it was doomed to bear bitter 
fruit, and that before many weeks 
should pass.

“I have been thinking,” said the 
captain, as he entered the breakfast- 
room on the same morning, “that 
this is the very day for a ride. It is 
not so hot and there is a delicious 
little breeze.”

Violet looked up with an indifferent 
smile.

“A very good idea,” said Mrs. Mild- 
may. “Violet, you look quite pale 
again this morning. I think a ride 
would do you good."

“I did not sleep very well last 
night,” said Violet, flushing for a 
moment as she thought how many 
hours she had heard the clock strike, 
and how full those waking hours 
were of one individual. “And I think 
it would be the wisest thing this 
morning.”

The horses were brought round, 
and, Violet acquiescing, the steeds 
were turned thitherward.

Violet felt trite,11 as she looked, and 
the captain endeavored to rouse her.

In consequence of those endeavors 
and the fresh breeze conjointly the 
color returned to the beautiful girl’s 
face and the wonted light to her eye.

And it was looking thus joyous and 
happy that Leicester, grim and un
happy, mounted upon his black horse, 
met her.

“An unexpected meeting. I did not 
think to have the pleasure of an en
counter with you this morning, Miss 
Mildmay," he said.

“There need be no battle though 
you have,” she retorted, with a smile, 
carefully misunderstanding his words.

“We'll proclaim a truce, then,” he 
said. “May I turn my horse’s head?”

“Oh, certainly," said Violet, and he 
turned the Knight and shook hands
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with the captain, who eyed the pair 
keenly behind his pleasant, frank 
smile.

“Beautiful day,” said Leicester 
“Quite a relief this breeze. Are you 
going far?”

“Only for a gallop,” said Violet, her 
heart was beating fast and rapidly 
melting under the grave and almost 
reproachful gaze of his dark eyes.

After all, might there not be somr 
j mistake about him and Ethel Bois- 

dale? Oh, at that moment how she 
longed that there might be!

“I was going over to Tenby,” said 
Leicester.

"A pretty town,’! said the captain 
smiling to himself as he recalled hit 
visit and his purchases. "I passed 
through it a short time since, and 1 
thought of going again soon. I want 
to find a solicitor.”

“A solicitor,” said Leicester. “I am 
going to see mine this morning. Car 
I recommend him?”

“Why will not dear old Mr. Thaxton 
do?” said Violet. “He is our solicit 
or.”

“He lives in London, does he not?’ 
asked the captain, who did not want 
any solicitor, and who had been 
merely fishing to ascertain who the 
Mildmay solicitor was and where he 
resided.

“Yes,” said Violet “But of course 
he can come down at an hour’s notice. 
He does come down sometimes, i 
do not know what for, but to see to 
things, I suppose. A lawyer is a ne
cessary evil.”

“Rather hard upon the legal pro
fession,” said Leicester, with a smile. 
“X thought of being a lawyer myself 
once,” he added.

“And why were you not?” said Vio
let, trying to speak with coquetish 
indifference.

“Too lazy,” he said. “My new trade 
will suit me best, I think.”
“Your new trade ! ” said Violet, lean

ing forward and stroking her horse, 
“and may I enquire what that may 
be?” i

“Oh, yes," said Leicester. “There 
is no patent connected with it. I am 
going to turn traveler—not commer
cial traveler, for that, I am afraid, I 
have not head enough—but traveler 
and explorer. I ana suddenly filled 
with a vast longing to see what. Cen
tral Africa is like.”

“You might do worse,” said the
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captain. “But you can certainly do 
better; don’t you think so, Miss Vio
let?”

Now, If he had let her alone, Violet 
would have broken down.

Tears had. already formed In her 
sweet, truthful eyes.

But his question was, what he had 
intended it should be, an appeal to 
her pride, and, summoning all her 
presence of mind, she choked back 
the tears and said bravely, with a lit- 
tie smile :

Mr. Leicester is the best judge of 
that. I think there is a great charm 
in novelty, and even Africa is not too 
far off to go In search of it.”

She longed to pour out her whole 
mind, to accuse him of his inconsist
ency, but his next remark awoke a 
fresh thrill of feeling within her.

May I ask a favor, Miss Mildmay?” 
he said. “I would not have spoken of 
my trip but for that.”

“A favor?” she said. “What is it?” 
The reply sounded cruelly ungra

cious, but she could not trust herself 
to many words.

“My mother will feel lonely when I 
have started—though only for a time, 
perhaps—would you, in the kindness 
of your heart, and out of that woman
ly charity which is the glory of your 
sex, take in the Cedars sometimes 
in your walks and drives?”

Violet’s face paled.
“I will, gladly, and for my own 

sake,” she said. “If you go,” she ad
ded.

He did not notice the addition.
“I am very grateful,” he said, 

“very ; and of her gratitude I need 
not assure you. Penruddie is a dull 
place, and dullness is bad for more 
than the ‘weed on Lethe’s wharf.’ ”

“Not so dull as the Lacklands are 
at the Lodge,” said the captain, with 
a pleasant smile.

Violet flushed, simply because Lei 
cester’s grave, dark eyes were sud
denly turned upon her face with an 
earnest gaze.

“No,” she stamihered, confused by 
her own meaningless flush.

But he did not think it meaningless
He pulled up the Knight with an 

iron hand, and in a grim, hard voice 
said:

“I am afraid I must deny myself 
the .pleasure of a longer chat; I am 
expected at home. Good-morning.’

Violet gave him her hand.
He was too excited and mad to feel 

that it trembled.
He turned the horse, dug the spurs 

into it almost savagely and tore on
“It’s too true,” he muttered, be

tween his teeth, “that blush told all. 
Lord Fitz has won, and I have lost. 
Well, so be it. Africa at least will 
be constant, if only in death.”

For some little time the captain 
and Violet rode on in silence.

As for him, he could have burst in
to a fit of wild and triumphant laugh
ter, for he had won the day once 
more, and turned what would have 
been a glorious, joyous triumph for 
Leicester into a complete defeat.

That question and that wily remark 
had done the deed, and once more he 
had widened the gulf of jealousy and 
misunderstanding which yawned be
tween John Mildmay’s daughter and 
Leicester Dodson.

As they neared home, and after a 
little rambling conversation, he re
marked casually:

“I have been thinking, and I have 
concluded to wait until Mr. Thaxton 
comes down before I go into my little 
business matter. It is only a small, 
trivial affair about some money 
which I think ought to be due me, 
and it can easily wait.”

“Yes,” said Violet, absently.
She was thinking of other thgn the 

captain’s words, and his voice— 
smooth, silky and musical—fell on 
her ears like the plash, plash of a dis
tant waterfall to a weary, heartsick 
traveler.

But his next words aroused her.
“And it has occurred to me,” he 

continued, in a graver tone, “that if 
you intend opening the deserted study 
it would be as well to have the law- 
yer with us.”

Violet paled, ! and the agitation, 
which always came over her when 
her. father's death or the study was 
alluded to showed itself.

“Why?” she said.

“Well,” said the captain, softly, 
“only because it is usual. There may 
be valuables or—papers."

“I see,” she breathed. “It shall be
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‘Or allow me,” said the captain, 
“we will fix a day; and Mr. Thaxton 
shall come down.”

“Yes,” said Violet, “soon. I meant 
to have the room opened to-day, but I 
will wait if you think it better.”

“Oh, yes, I think it better to have 
the lawyer with us,” said the captain, 
“and I will write to him.”

So the captain wrote that evening 
to Mr. Thaxton, requesting him to be 
kind enough to come down to Mildmay 
Park as soon as he could conveniently 
do so, as Miss Mildmay wished to see 
him on a matter of business.

All the evening he was as good- 
tempered and as amusing as usual, 
and there was not a shadow upon his 
face when he wished thé unsuspect
ing women good-night, though al
ready in anticipation he was tasting 
the horror of an ordeal which he had 
determined to go through.

As usual, he waited until all was 
quiet, then he lit his cigar and with 
an outwardly calm bearing smoked it 
and enjoyed it.

When it was finished and after an
other term of listening, he took a 
cloak and muffled himself up.

It was an old-fashioned riding- 
cloak, and he could pull it over his 
head and face and still leave a great
er part of his legs covered.

In the pocket he slippped the dark 
lantern.

Then from his bureau lie took his 
revolver and a short, deadly life- 
preserver, the thong of which he tied 
round his wrist.

Thus armed, he smiled with a ser
ene feeing of security, and. as an 
additional fillip to his courage, he 
tossed off a glass of brandy.

It was his intention to leave the 
house ,and here a question arose for 
him which was the better means of 
egress.

He decided upon that which he had 
used formerly, and with practical 
dexterity he fastened his rope, leaped 
on the sill and rapidly descended.

Cautiously, and looking round him 
with vigilant eyes, he entered the 
dark cloisters; and, feeling his way, 
crept on tiptoe to the trunk on which 
Leicester had surprised him three 
mornings since.

In a few moments he was groping 
on again, and at last reached what 
seemed to be his destination, a door
way protected from observation by a 
pillar, up which had grown a thick 
mass of ivy.

From that point he commanded a 
view of the whole of the chapel and 
of the window of the deserted room.

With a slight sigh of satisfaction 
he. seated himself upon a stone and, 
revolver in hand, waited and watched.

(To be Continued.)

Just In!
LATE MAGAZINES, NEW BOOKS 

AND A LOT OF NEW WAR
LITERATURE.

Daily Graphic War Cartoons, No. 3, 4c.
Sphere Xmas Number, 30c.
Anti-Christ in Egypt, 66c.
The Invasion of 1910 by Wm. LeQuex, 

15c.
The Kaiser and His Barbarians, 18c.
Winter’s pie, 30c.
France and the French People, 30c.
Germany and the German People, 30c.
Great Britain and the European Crisis, 

6c.
World’s Work War Manuals, 1, 2, 3, 

30c. each.
Britain as Germany’s Vassal, Bern- 

hardi, 60c.
Pan-Germanism, by R. G. Usher, 60c.
My Heart’s Right There, F. M. Barclay, 

30c.
The Desire of His Life by Ethel M 

Dell, 18c.
The German Danger by Bart Kennedy, 

30c.
Lord Roberts of Kandahar, 30c.
Life of Sir John French, 30c.
General French’s Despatches from the 

Front, 18c.
How the War will End by Ransom, 30c.
The Fleets at War by A. Hurd, 30c.
The Times’ Book of the Navy, 30c.
Dictionary of Naval and Military 

Terms, 75c.
All the latest Magazines and Illustrat

ed Papers—Strand, Wide World, 
London, Royal.

New Nash’s Pall Mall War Illustd., 8c.
War Budget, 10c.; Illustd. War News.
Navy & Army, Illustd. London News.
Graphic War Weekly, 5c.
In Self-Defence by Silas K. Hocking, 

60c.
Something to Read, Latest Div., 35c.
The Secret of the Reef by H. Bindloss, 

60c.

EUROPEAN
AGENCY.

Wholesale Indents promptly execn 
ted at lowest cash prices for all Brit 
ish and Continental goods, lncludlns 

Books and Stationery,,
Boots, Shoes and Leather,
Chemicals and Druggists’ Sundries, 
China, Earthenware and Glassware. 
Cycles, Motor Cars and Accessories 
Drapery, Millinery and Piece Goods 
Fancy Goods and Perfuihery, 
Hardware, Machinery and Metals 
Jewellery, Plate and Watches, 
Photographic and Optical Goods 
Provisions and Oilmen's Stores, 

etc., etc.
Commission 216 p.c. to 6 M- 
Trade Discounts allowed.
Special Quotations on Demand 
Sample Cases from $50 upward* 
Consignments of Produce Sold os

WILLIAM WILSON & SONS
(Established 1814.)

16, AbeLnieh Lane, London, U.C. 
Cable Address: “Annuaire. London."
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An Intelligent Person may
earn 1166 monthly corresponding for 
newspapers. No canvassing. Send for 
particulars. Press Syndicate F1713 
Lockport, XT. __..

GARLAND’S
Bookstores,

177 and 353 Water Street, St. John’s.

MASSAmv -
A NEW 

AND
TOTALLY

DIFFERENT

TALCUM
POWDER

Not only softer, smoother, more satisfying 
than any other, but distinguished by the 
“ True Orientai Odor,” a Lagrance ininV 
table in its subtlety and charm.

in addition to Mu.,.urta. we carry o complet* 
Une Of Lazell 's Famous cpecialiies. including 
the most exquisite Perfumes, delightful Toilet 
Waters superb Creams, and Powders of 
Questionable excellence
At all Druggists, St John’s, Nfli.

Grove Hill Bulletin 
This Week!

IN POTS: Primulas. 
Radishes, Lettuce, Parsley. 
Wreaths, Crosses & Floral 

Decorations at shortest 
notice.

Terms: CASH.

J. MCNEIL,
Waterford Bridge Road.
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HERE’S A SQUARE DEAL.
and peaceful security as well. With 
a policy in our old line company, you 
can go off on a visit to ’.he end of the 
earth and you know you’re secure.

The best in
EIRE INSURANCE 

is always < heapest and especially so 
when it doesn’t cost higher. Don’t 
delay about the renews1 or about that 
extra insurance you want, but come 
right in at once and have it attended

PEROF JO HNSON,
Insurance A vent-

FOR SALE.
Fresh Draw* 

TURKEYS. GEESE,
DUCKS, CHICKEN,

BEEF, EGGS,
CANADA BUTTER

JAS. R. KNIGHT

Men’s Caps
Some Good Values
Men’s.Newest Tweed Golf Caps,

Smartest Styles,
at 45 cts. and 65 cts.

Men’s Tweed " Eastern” Caps,
with the Knitted Storm Band, 

Special Values,
at 60c. and 70c. each.

Men’s Tweed " Eastern” Caps,
with Knitted Storm Band, with 

Velvet and Satin Lining,
Price—$1.20.

HENRY BLAIR
jan22,eod,tf

Quality COUNTS!

We have just opened a splendid assortment of WINTER 
•SUITINGS and OVERCOATINGS, the quality and utility of 
which are second to none in the city. Let us make your Suit or 
Overcoat and convince you that we are ,

THE STORE THAT PLEASES.

CHAPLIN, The King oi Tailors.

Farmers, Look Here !
We are booking orders for our

Fertilizers
for Spring delivery.

Book your requirements at once before the 
price advances.

COLIN CAMPBELL
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Canadian Fish
Sent to England

I fritf”
AS NEVER BEFORE.

, The'famine in the British fish mar- 
due to the closing of the North 
has led td the exportation of 

Canadian fish to England in larger 
nuantities than ever before. Halibut 
1 other fish from the Pacific coast 

or Canada are now being forwarded 
press the ’ continent and the Atlantic 

to supplement the British supply. 
The North Sea fishing fleet has been 
badly hampered and almost put out 
„f action this season through the 

j menace of mines, and the ''eWVias 
l been a serious depletion of tW'fish 
1 EUpply, so large a part of the food of 

,he British people. The famine as
sumed such dimensions that Cardinal 
Bourne granted a dispensation to the 
Catholics of England by which they 
may eat meat on Fridays and fast 
days. In a .pastoral letter the cardin
al explained that the step was neces- 
sary because of the high price of fish.

; TRADE IS LARGE.

Tie fish export trade to Britain, 
i «^considered “carrying coals to 
| Newcastle,” is assuming considerable 

proportions. Quite recently, three 
Canadian Express refrigerator cars, 
carrying thirty tons of halibut taken 
from the waters of the Pacific Ocean.

! off Prince Rupert, passed through the 
city of St. John, where the fish is to 
be shipped by the steamship Scandi
navia to the British market. A trial 
shipment of 20,000 pounds of halibut 
was made up in Prince Rupert last 
month, and when opened in England 
was found to be in first class condi
tion, leading to the .placing of other 
large orders, it is only since the 
completion of the Grand Trunk. Paci
fic’s transcontinental line a few 
months ago that Prince Rupert fish 
has been on sale in Eastern Canada 
and the United States. In the case 
of the shipments to Great Britain, the 
fish is carried over 6,500 miles before 
At reaches the consumer. Local fish 
merchants look for a great develop 
meat in this'nëw trâde. and believe 
that it will continue after the war. 
Exchange.
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Men and Matters.
FRUSTRATION OF GERMAN l’LANj

A month before the war broke o 
the German consular représentatif 
at Majorca received from Berlin, anl 
referred to the Spanish authorities 
the port, a long list of question 
Germany wanted to know how nmc: 
coal and oil were obtainable theij 
the depth of water alongside the pie 
the dimensions of the largest vessel! 
entering within a year, the facilitiei 
for raising and repairing ships, th 
location of safe anchorages and man; 
other facts that directly point to th 

j Inference that subsequent events hav 
justified. This inference is that Gcr- 

I many intended to establish jn th 
Balearic Isles a naval base tha 
would enable her to intercept th 
transportation of African colon i; 
troops to France and to sever the tin 
of communication between Gibraltar 
Malta and Egypt.

The operations in thfc North Sea. 
Preventing either passage througt 
the channel or the circumnayigatioi 
°f the British Isles by the Germai: 
fleet for an attack on the western 
eoast of France and a rendezvous ir 
the Mediterranean, brought diseom 
torture to Germany’s purposes; 
the failure of Italy to join forces wit! 
Germany and Austria has left th 
fleet of the latter utterly unable t 
®°Pe with the French fleet and th 
British Mediterranean squadron. Th 
°uly real service the Austro-Hun 
8arian fleet is able to perform at pre 
?®nt is that of keeping French and 
British ships on guard to prevent es 
eupe from various harbors, so tha 
hese sentinels are unable To .proceed 

: to the reinforcement of the Britisi 
fleet in the North Sea.

The order ot Prince Louis of Bat 
teuburg (then the First Sea Lord) or 

. Ugust 2, which sent the British flee 
stead of disbanding it, saved thi 
y for Spain, France and Italy ini 
e Mediterranean, crippled Austria 

,n, 1 ‘10 Adriatic and diminished tha 
1 elihood of a departure on Italy'j 
art frojn the attitude of neutrality.— 
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t 2Y,AR OR N0 WAR.----Staf-
ord’s Phoratone Cough Cure is
r ® °"ly Preparation to kill a 
Peat or C°M- Price 25 cents. 

tae* 5c. extra.—janl6,tf
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