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Strange Conviet
Republic Has Been
Found in Siberia.

EXTRAORDINARY CODE OF LAWS
IN OPERATION.—OVER THREE
HUNDRED PEOPLE EXECUTED
SINCE SETTLEMENT BEGAN.
St. Petersburg, April 14.—One of

the most troublesome tasks of Privy

Councillor N. A. Maglakoff, who has

just been _brought from governing

Tehernigoff to the Ministry of the

Interior, is.to decide what should be

done with the Imansk Republie, the

mysterious commonwealth whose
deeds and terrors have astonished

Russia daring the past six months.

For twenty years this Imansk Repub-

lic has existed in the Czar’s domin-

ions with its own constitution, laws,
punishments, - printing press and po-
lice, yet its discovery is only recent.

The Imansk Republic was found
last year by the , traveller, HKasimir
Veliki, who had made a tour up to the
Ussuri and up part of the Inman 3
tiver to look for sables. It lies
three hundred miles from Vladivos-
tock, in an unexplored part of Prim-
orsk Province, in the valley of a tri-
butary of the Ussuri. It is entirely
within *the Russian Empire, and all
other villages and settlements in the
neighborhood are officially known,
and are subjecet to the jurisdiction of
the ('zar's government.

Valiki hit dpon it aceidentally, and
with peril to himself. Wheh cressing
cotntry which in tlie maps i3 marked
blatik, He eaitie Hpon soiiie isolated
farii8; and; further on, a towhn 6f
about & thotisand heuses. Timagining
hinigelf to be near an unknown Chi-
nege settlenient, he went on and eaiie
aeress - Mongolian-looking  infants,
Wwhe, te his surprise, eried eut to_him
in & mengiel Russian dialeet. A me-
ment latey he was ehallenged by an
armed man, and seiged,

He feund himself in a big village
with houses and ehurch mainly in
Russian style, but - showing streng
Chinese influenees; and he learned
that he was in a Rugso-Chinese com-
munity which called itself “Iman-
skava Respublika,” and claimed to be
independent both of the Czar and of
the government of Pekin. Over a
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dirty inn floated a flag which resem-

bled the Russian tricolor, but was |

embroidered with a bad copy of the
C‘hinese dragon. By a stroke of
luck, and after surprising adventures,
Veliki escaped before he could find
out more about this unknown re-

publie,

Started ns Reteeats Became Conviets
Town.

At Viadivostock Veliki's story was

at - first not helieved. Afterwards, a

commigsion of enquiry was sent put
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under the escort of 500 Clossacks with
three mountain guns., The commis-
slon accupied the town by surprige
and returned to Vladivostock with a
complete report,

It discovered that the 1epublic had
first been started as a holy retreat
for ascetics and that it afterwards fell
into the hands of Russian and Chin-
ese convicts and prospered amazing-
ly. The founder was the millionaire
ascetic Innokenti Sibiriakoff, who in-
herited a fortune of $25,000,000; fell
under the influencee of mystical per-
sons; and finally gave up his property
and wandered about Siberia and Rus-
sia as a ‘‘Besserebrennik”—a beggar.

When travelling in East Asia he
was struck by the secluded position
of the Inman. He gave $5,000 to three
holy men to build log houses and a
log clvm(h The good men and about
twenty othér .persons, prayed there
for three years.

In the fourth year there descended
upon them a band of Yakuisk con-
victs, who murdered the whole twenty-
three persons. These invaders start-
ted the Imansk Republic which was
at first a mere robbers’ den, and for
iwo years kept pirate boats on the
Ussuri River. The republic develop-
ed. More bandits and conviets came,
fought, murdered and drank. Next
came Chinese with their wjives. B The
bandits murdered the Chinese 'and
stole their wives. The . settlement
grew; made its own constitufion and
laws; and in the village and country
around counted nearly 5,000 adher-
ents at the time it was discovered by
Veliki.

Tetrible Code of Laws in Forees

The Russiani Commission carefully
gitarded by the 500 Cossacks, set it-
self to examiine the 1laws and eeoniomic
gtate of the tepublie. They had op-
portitities to 8ee the law at work.
When they eiitered the village a an
Wwas being hung up by the heeis for
gtealing a horse. And net far off a
naked Chinese, whe. had been besten
te death, lay in the snew. Aveund
daneed the Tmangk wemen,
and sang menaeing songs. The pun-
ished Chinese, it appeared, had brek-
en the leeal fishing law,

The Tmansk pepulation had invent-
ed, in their native ignorance, a code
of laws a hundred times mare severe
than that of the ancient Hehrews, For
about twenty offences death is in-
flicted, Among these is not counted
murder. The punishment for murder
is beating and the payment of a fine
of thirty poods of meat or fish. The
“State Attoreny” of Imansk, an ex-
convict named" IKobulileff, gave the
following as offences for which the

only punighment I8 death:
Whoever steals & sable skin {8 bur-
led alive.

Whoever steals the roots of the

"venschen plant is drowned.

Whoever does not Kkeep a dog as
watchdog against intruders in the
imansk settlement is drowned.

Whoever leaves the village and

_
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Summer Has Gome !

Already people are talking “Country.”
The desire of children to hie off and romp
in woodland and dale is growing greater as
the days go by. And we have the
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tries to make for a Ruul&n settle- 1
‘| ment is beaten to death.

Whoever lets his house catch fire is
hanged. 1f his wife only i8 guilty, she
is hanged and he i beaten with
| sticks.

*mle Al “ ho Dlseowred Them.

The Imansk “Btarumna " or Elder,
is the canstitutional, clilef of the re-
hf . The real govérnment is car-
on by an oligarchy consisting
Znamensky, who led the first bandit
invasion, and organized the massacre
of the origlhal jiscete wettlers. All
these familles are of mixed .Russian
present

The Imansk republicans have taken
extraordinary precautions to keep
their existence a secret from the out-
side world, The trappers, explorers,
and tramps who have fallen into

| their hands have always been put to

death, except where they undertook to

join the republic, and never to leave
it. Ths choice, however, was very
seldom given to an educated person,

4 as such would be likely to tire of life

it the republic, and make an attempt
fo escape.

The Commission discovered that M.
Kyrill Feodoroff, the rich grain mer-
chant of Mariinsk, who disappeared
mysteriously five years ago, fell a vic-
tim to the republic's laws. In July,
1907, M. Feodoroff, with two Cossack
servants, went exploring in the Sun-
gari and districts. They were sejzed
near Imansk town by Znamensky and
the guards of the Republican govern-
ment. One Cossack was killed, while
resisting, Fcodoroff and the other
Cossack were beaten on the soles of
the feet and given pardon on condi-
tion that they stayed in thg republic
and abandoned all hope of ever re-
turning home. In order to save their
liveg they promised. Feodoroff was
given up for dead; his wife sold his
hcuse in Mariinsk, and migrated to
Moscow. -
Fieandish: Marder of Grain Merchant.

In the spring of 1898 Feodoroff and
the other Cossack tried to escape.
They laid their plat with a Chinaman
who also wanted to leave the repub-
lic. " The Chjnaman pretended to be
going fishing, and took the two Rus-
sians in his boat, covering them up
with matting, The canoe capsized in
a rapid and the Cossack and China-
man were drowned. Feodoroff swam
ashore and fell into the hands of the
Republicans.

He was taken back to Imansk where
the three brothers Znamensky held a
ccurt. They found him guilty .of be-
ing a spy sent by the Russian Govern-
ment; and . ordered him to be beaten
eighty times with pine staves and
then buried alive. This senternce was
carried omt. The half-fainting Feod-
oroff was buried up ¢o his neck.. On
being asked ironically how he felt, he
cemplained of cold,; wheredpon ¢
Chinaman was told to throw a: bucket
of nearly boiling water over his head.
He died of shock.

Altogether it 18 estimated thiee
hilndred persons have been exeeciited
diring the existenecs of the republic.
Nevertheless the Russian Cotifnission
adinits that the town and eountrs
aiound have been adniinistered in av
arderly fasiilon. The veasen of (his
was that the punishments fer evip
glight gifences were so terribie that ni
man ‘dared take rvisks. The preblen
before M. Maklakeff at present s
whether tg punish these guilty of ex-
ecutions and tortures or net,. If the
decision i8 to punish them, then pra-
tically the whole population of Tmansk
mugt be put on trial forr murder, and
it'is very doubtful whether any jury
would convict them,

What will become of the Imansk re-
publie i8 not yet settled. It.is still
flourishing.~ The Cossacks withdrew
when the Commission returned to
Vludivostock. The Imand#® " people
thereupon held a meeting and threat-

ened to resist by force any attempt
to yake them submit to Russian laws,
Maklakoff's present plan, it is

stuted, is to disperse the Republicans
and’\lse them for colonizirg the Loyw-

* Ussupl, They will make good col-
ovlsts. a8 they are first-rate men at
fishing and forest work and are skill-
ed trappers and hunters.

Canadians Poor

Fish Eatgrs.

Ottawa, Apnl 25.—A speciaﬂ bulle-"

. tin igsued by the Marine Department
‘to-day deplores the fact .that Can-{

adians are poor fish eaters, ahd an-
nounces that steps will be Q\ken to

educate the public to the physical and §

‘financial advantages of this fqu The
department will make .a conjprehen-

sive fisheries exhibit at the Toronto{

-Dawson Bleetrie
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’I‘akellhi d Japarese aviafor, who
recently returnég from America, was
kmed at Olﬂ,k,l. to-day,

LQNDON, an "
Buffragettes set fire to the rq:idem.e
of ‘the editor of *The lLight,” ut
Finehley, on Saturday night. The
fire  was quenohe before serlous
damnge was done. i

W
SBATTLE, May 0.
A Dawson (‘lt\’ dunnlch pays the
Light and Power
Company's premises were burned on
Saturday night. The estimated loss
is $2,000,000,

FALL: RIVER, Mags,, May 5,

The Fall River Cotton Works ('o,
to-day.posted a notice saying that
plant would he
closed dewn on Saturday for an in-
definite period. No reason for the
shut down was given., The Company
employs 5,000 hands, and their week-
ly pay roll is $35,000.

ROME, May b.
Pope Pius gave his first audience

bonor fell to Cardinal Dominic Fer-
rata, who recently returned from Mal-
ta, where. he had presided over the
Cucharistic Conference as  Papal
legate. The Pope said that the suc-
cess of the great religious gathering
hjud ghen him the keenest consola-
tion.

PEKIN, May 5.

President Yuan Shi Kai has warn-
ed the people that although he has
refrained up to now from employing
military force against plotters, he will
not permit conspirators to foment
trouble in future, After the next
Presidential Election he desires to be
relieved from the care of office.

LONDON, May 5.

The Women's Suffrage Bill was in-
troduced in the Commons this after-
noon, the second reading being movul\
by W. H. Dickinson,-.Al.P. (Liberal)
for St. Pancras. The bill proposes to
enfranchise 6,000,000 women. It .is
thought that the fate of the Bill will
be settled one way or the other to-
morrow night.

TOKIO, May 5.

The Navy Department has contract-
ed for three battleships to be huilt
in- Japan. They will be sister ships
to the Fuso, now building in the na-
val dockyards at Kire. Little is de-
finitely known about the Fuso, byt it
is supposed that her armour, in ac-
cordance with the Japanese practice
gince the Russian war, will consist of
a moderately heavy belt, probably ten
inches thick, extending over nearly
her entire length. Her speed is re-
ported to be 27 knots.

’ PORT au PRINCE, May 5.

Michael Orestes, the new President
of Haiti, elected yesterday, displaved
great energy in restoring order in the
city, and declares he will maintain
peace with a strong hand. General
Defly; who attacked the Parliament
building during the voting for the
presideney, vesterday, was repulsed;
together with his followers, by the
regulay troops comtanded by Genl=
eral Poitevieu. Getieral Defly fled
and took refiige iti the Cubati legation.

e i e
LONDON, May 5.

e suffrageite eonspiraey edse was
pestiiied at Bow Btreet to=day. Theie
wele fiie priseners, Beven Wohiei,
Drummeond, Kevrr, Lake, Barrelt,
Baunders, Kenny and [ennox, wilh
Ctayton, the ehemist, and Drew {he
printer, Arvehibald Boken, the prese-
euting eoungel far the 'l’lqusn\',\, fe=
geribed the law eof eonspivaey, and
said that the aeeused had heen econ-
stantly engaged in eonspiring, He re-
ferred to Mrs, Drummond as a vie-
lent and unserupulous woman, Clay-
ton had supplied the*brains for carry-
ing out the crimes, whilge Christabel
Pankhurst, from comfortable seclu-
sion in Paris, had sent articles. week-
ly to the suffragette paper, commend-
ing what had hnppene(l and inciting
to further ecrimes. N\

LONDON, May 6.
At to-day's meeting of the Ambasg-
sadorial Conference Sir Edward Grey
aunounced that Montenegro had' Gn-

conditionally placed the question of
the future of Scutari in the hands of
the Buropean Powefs, This decigion,

reached by King Nicholas at the ‘very
1ast moment, had the effect of immie-
diately relieving the great tension in
European politics, and caused = un-
bounded satisfaction to diplomats and
the geperal public. The' stock ex-
change at once responded. It is gen-
erally hoped that Montenegro’'s ac-
tion will now do away with any ne-
cessity for military - incursions ' into
Albania. It is also thought
will .have a salutary effect on other
disturbing - etements in the Balkan
peninsula’ and cause them to bow to
Europe's. will.
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AT THE NICKEL THEATRE TQ-DAY.

SHOWS RUN TILL 10.30 EVERY NICHT.

A NEW BEGINNING—One of the very

WON BY A FISH—A fish story.

Monday and Tuesday:
A GAUMONT GRAPHIC—Illustra
best dramatic pieces p\'oduced by the world’s events.

the Lubin Company. THE TRAIL OF GOLD—A power

strong Western feature

A Comedy Riot.

Splen-
did Comedy.

THE BRAVE HUNTER.

Miss ‘Geurifi, Miss. Gardner, Mr. McCarthy, Latest Songs and Latest Music.

Coming Wé(ln»@ﬂdﬁy—THE MONEY KINGS, Vitagraph 3 Reel Feaf

PRODUCTIONS.
About 9.45.

'I‘llPl.\’l‘l{E»—'l‘:\I:L(HI) DRAMATIC
The -Second Play Starts

0¥ 3 THHE CASINO

2 SHOWS—2 EVERY NIGHT, 7.30 and 9.15.

—‘

Now

L]

and Wednesday, a delightful . omedy bill, entitled,

“ROOMS TO LET.”

A Tableid Version of Gillette's Famous “All the Comforts of Home."

Monday, Tuesday

Heads{
sizes a
logue

Price I

Will Petty (a man of ideas) ..
Gaites (looking for quiet)
Mrs. Bradshaw (his wifey .. .. ..

Carmen’ Carmine (of the
Carrfe Bradshaw (very susceptible)

CAST:

«s ++ WILLIS

..JOSEPH WR

..HARVEY DE!
..GEORGE

+s . +RACHE

AMELIA BA!
+.CORA |

Tom (his asegistant)

]090])11 Bradshaw (retired merc 11 un »

Gaiety Theatre)

SUENE: 'L'i;llllklt‘ Room I Petty's Houses

2 Shows—2-—780 and 915,
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