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Why We Should Give 
Thanks

That w o
n re ft
un i t o d 

people, whose 
interests nro 
the same all 
over the land;

That our 
commerce ie 
enormous, and 
daily increas­
ing;

That our 
harvests are 
magnificent; 

That our 
confident and sanguine spirit is realized by 
the whole world ;

That we are glad to be friendly with all 
mankind, and reluctant ever to see that 
we have enemies ;

That our land and sea forces work in 
harmony and are splendid organizations. 
(This last is naturally a sailor’s pardonable
expression.)
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Admiral of the Navy.

A GREAT cornucopia raining wealth 
—the old simile, indeed, seems to fit 
a description of the last year. Of a 

truth prosperity smiled; the earth bore in 
abundance, the sun of good times shone bril­
liantly.

Flurries in the stock market, like menac­
ing clouds, sped across the national horizon. 
But they swept speedily out of sight, leaving 
no trail of the storm wreckage behind.

So great was the country’s good fortune 
•—in harvests of grain, in the output of mines 
and of manufacturing industries—that the 
President in his Thanksgiving proclamation 
uttered a warning:

"Much has been given us from on high, 
and much will be rightly expected of us in. 
return. Into our care the ten talents have 
been intrusted, and wc are to be pardoned 
neither if we squander and waste nor yet if we 
hide them in a napkin, for they must be 
fruitful in our hands.

“Ever throughout the ages, at all times 
and among all peoples, prosperity has been 
fraught with danger, and it behooves us to 
beseech the Giver of all things that we may 
not fall into love of ease and luxury; that we 
may not lose our sense of moral responsibil­
ity; that we may not forget our duty to God 
and to our neighbor."

IVealth so great that we should pray for 
guidance in its use—is this not cause for grat- 
itudef

Secretary JVilson, of the Department of 
Agriculture, recently declared: “Unparalleled 
prosperity exists in this country. The wage 
earners are wonderfully well paid. The finan­
ciers of the East now understand the real 
source of wealth is the land, and they arc bor­
rowing funds from IVestern farmers who 
I. -nrned so much money that they have
I. bank accounts.
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"Every sign pointi to o continu­
ance of the marvelous prosperity the 
country now enjoys. The position of 
the farmer is an enviable one—he is 
more independent than ever before in 
the history of the nation."

Taking agricultural wealth as an 
index, the increasing prosperity is 
amazing. Official estimates place the 
total value of farm products for the 
year at $8,000,000,000, against $6,- 
794,000,000 in sçoô. The increase 
in the value of cattle alone amounts to 
more than $300,000,000. IVith all 
this as the basis of our national pros­
perity, why should not our thanks­
giving be real; why should we be 
alarmed by passing cloudsf

\ HANKSQ IVING—thanksgiving tor what 
e 0ave received—for wealth, forT’1 health, for sunshine and rain, for boun­

tiful harvests and the treasures gener­
ously given man from the earth. Thankeglvlng 
more sincere than any thanksgiving offered be-

"Durlng the year," declared President Roose­
velt In bis proclamation, "we have been free 
from famine, from pestilence, from war. We 
are at peace with all the rest of mankind.

"Our natural resources are at least as great 
as those of any other nation. Wo believe that 
In ability to develop and take advantage of 
these resources the average man of this nation 
stands at least as high as the average man of 
any other.

"Nowhere else in the world Is there such an 
opportunity for a free people to develop to the 
fullest all Its powers of body and mind and of 
that which stands above both body and mind- 
character."

Opportunity—this la what the country offers. 
And with It—character. No one will deny the 
development, the high altitude of Integrity 
reached by American character.
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greater thart-ihat of Great Britain, double that 
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Statistics ef the coal and Iren output are 
compiled Usually a year or a year and â half 
late. Tli» enortrious output of tied, It Is said* 
will be surpassed by the output of the present 
year. Borne statisticians say they believe the 
output of 19© will ahow an increase ever that 
of 1900 of 50,000,0W to 160,000,000 tons,

Mere amazing’ still is the consumption of 
Iron ore In tile United States. Not only do we 
mine more ore than any other nation, but un­
satisfied, Insatiate, we stretch eut arme to 
other countries, and, in addition to the tremen­
dous output in the United States, we eagerly 
consume hundreds ef thousands of tens of Im­
ported material

In the days When Commodore Vanderbilt 
wftfl king of the financial world, Abraham Hew­
itt, the Iron magnate, in a moment of optimism 
predicted that the annual output of iron in the 
United States would reach In time 10,000,000 tons.

Men smiled; many laughed. What? 10,000,000 
tonsl they exclaimed. Wall street hinted that 
Mr. Hewitt was, perhaps, a little out of hi*

But In ISM the produolten of pig Iron 
amounted to 11,774,000 tons, and Mr. Hewitt’S 
prediction was fulfilled..

And during 1906 the production amounted to 
25,307,200 tons—an amount equal to the output 
of Great Britain, Germany and France oom-

Tho value of the output during 1007, H Is de­
clared, will exceed in value $700,000,000.

From India, Spain, Newfoundland, South 
America and New Caledonia ore Is brought to 
this country. There were Imported Into the 
United States in 1904 about 606,000 tons of pig 
Iron, valued at nearly $10,000,000, The Importa­
tion of ore during the present year, It is esti­
mated, will double that of 1904.

During the nine months ending September, 
1906, there were received at the port of Phila­
delphia, 200,000 tons, at Baltimore 200,000 tons 
and at New York 30,000 tone. Up to September, 
the present year, there were received at Phila­
delphia 600,000 tons. Baltimore 600,000 tons and 
New York 170.000 tone—more than three times 
the amount received the previous year.

Reports made to the statisticians of the Department 
of the Interior indicate a yield this year from staple 
crops of wheat, com, oats, potatoes, hay, barley and 
tobacco of about $5,000,000,000. The crops of 1904, when 
the theme of prosperity was on every tongue, aggregated 
in value $4,900.000,000.

The wheat crop, it Is estimated, will amount In value 
to $664.560,000, the corn crop to $1,500,000,000, cotton to 
$752,960,000; oats, $511,000,000; hay, $785,000,000; potatoes, 
$183,000,000; barley, $151,362,000. and tobacco, $51,779,000.

The wheat crop Is slightly less than that of last year. 
The yield of spring wheat amounted to 210,000,000 bushels, 
against 242,372,000 for 1906. The total crop of 1907. accord­
ing to expert statisticians, will amount to 625,567,000 bush­
els. This will mean a decline of about 6,000,000 bushels, 
the decrease being due to Inclement weather and other 
unfavorable conditions ; besides, the acreage was less. 
Dealers say the quality of the grain this year Is superior 
to that of last year, and that higher prices will be 
realized.

If the annual wheat yield of the United States were 
equally divided, it would furnish one-half a bushel to 
every man, woman and child In the world.

Exports of flour from this country for the nine months 
ending with September amounted to 11,061,573 barrels, 
against 10,221,000 barrels for the same period In 1906.

Prices were better, flour selling at $4.34 a barrel, against 
$4.02 In 1906. Bo that more money was brought In from 
abroad for flour.

Whatever loss there may have been In the wheat 
crop was more than made up In the Increase of the 
number and value of cattle. It Is estimated that the 
increased value of cattle exceeds $300,000,000.

The latest official estimate of the cattle In the country 
was made up to January, 1907. According to this, milch 
cows numbered 20,90S,265, at an average value of $31 a 
head, or a total farm value of $645,496,980. The estimate 
of the previous year gave the number as 19,793,866, of an 
average value of $29.44 a head, or a total farm value of 
$582.788,692.

Other cattle numbered 51,565,731, with a total value of 
$881,557,000 at the beginning of the year, comparing to a 
total number of 47,007,656. value $746,171,709, a year before. 
The number of swine Increased from 52,400,000 to 64,800,000.

In the production of coal the United States has taken 
first place In the world. Nowhere, It Is said, except pos­
sibly China, are there such rich coal deposits. China’s 
coal regions are, for the most part, wellnlgh Inaccessi­
ble. Within thirty-eight years the United Stqtea In­
creased Its share of the world's supply of coal from 14.32 
per cent, to 38 per cent.

The nroduct of the United States Is nearly 50 per cent.
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And for what do wo need this tremendous importa­
tion? Why does not the output of our own mines suffice?

Becnuso we are putting up buildings—steel structures, 
skyscrapers — from the Atlantic to the Pacific, from 
Maine to Texas. The country resounds with the clatter 
of pneumatic hammers. Business Is booming; new build­
ings are required.

We are putting out an enormous quantity of railroad 
ties, and yet as busy as the furnaces ere, they cannot 
nearly meet the extraordinary demand. Wo are building 
locomotives, bridges and steel vessels; everywhere there 
is a cry for iron and steel, and still more Iron and steel. 
The iron and steel industries, panting and breathing, 
have only begun their Titanic work. There Is no prospect 
of a lct-up; the workmen in these Industries are not only 
assured of work, but they get higher wages than they 
did several years ago.

And It all comes from the earth ; truly, as Secretary 
Wilson remarked, therein lies the source of wealth. And 
the earth for years to come will respond to the caress 
of the farmer and miner and manufacturer as magically 
ds the things which King Midas touched.

Petroleum year by year is bringing more wealth to 
the country. For the nine months ending September the 
exports were valued at $62,763,063, an Increase of more 
than $2,000,000 over the same period last year. King Cot­
ton promises an Increased enrichment of $90,000.000.

Hard times? Could any one believe such predictions

Atom C9frnt9tir fig*04*» ci no.

Faith in God Still 
Lives

NOTHISTO 
ought to 
be more 

interesting to 
an American 
citizen than 
the origin of 
the one great 
American
feast* We
keep other 
commemofa- 
tive days, but 
they are asso­
ciated with 

other events, or with public men.
Has it ever occurred to you that this 

is the only day on which, ns a nation, wô 
acknowledge our dependence upon a Su­
preme Power, and express our thankfulness 
for its gifts 1

And it ought not to he hard to rec­
ognize them, even though the year has 
brought to many people disaster and loss. 
Wo may well be thankful

(a) For our wide and various terri­
tory, which makes famine in our land prac­
tically impossible, sinco, if there is sparse- 
noss at one ond, there is plenty at the other.

(b) And wo ought to bo no less thankful 
that that vast multitude which is pouring 
into various unoccupied portions of the 
country turns, as a rule, so promptly to in­
dustrious and productive tasks.

(c) Most of all, I think you may wisely 
remind those to whom you speak that na­
tional thankfulness pre-eminently becomes 
us, in view of the nation’s wider relations 
to other peoples and the recognition of the 
eminent value of pacific methods of inter­
course with them.

(d) And then, best of all, let us be 
thankful that faith in God still lives and 
throbs in the heart of all that is best in 
the land—a deepening sentiment of glad 
and grateful dependence.
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Bishop of Hew York.

In the face of these figures—figures v/hlch plainly and 
unequivocally show the tremendous strides made this 
year, and which indicate still more tremendous strides 
to be made the coming year In the acquirement of 
wealth?

The recent financial squall, after all. was a flurry due 
to the questionable practices of stock speculators. There 
was a more urgent need of money In Now York in 1893. 
Since that year hundreds of millions of wealth have been 
created; farmers have lifted mortgages off their farms 
and many sub-centers of capital have been created. In 
the West men of wealth have frowned upon frenzied 
finance, and the great backbone of national prosperity, 
the farming interests, has preserved Its Integrity.

“The real source of wealth lies In the land." Not 
long since farmers of the West were Interested In an 
editorial, written by Albert Swalm, in which ho said:

"The butter and egg crop of the one state of Iowa 
Is of greater value in dollars and cents than the entire 
output of silver In this country. Stop worrying about 
other things and think about your butter and eggs."

When one considers the marvelous increase of wealth 
of the nation and the bulging pocketbook of the farmer, 
he realizes that any spasmodic flurry of finance, after 
ail, la but a mote In the national sunbeam of prosperity.

Women Are Becoming More 
Like Angels

WILL woman. In time, become a winged creature-» 
more nearly resembling the angel she Is sup­
posed to be?

Dr. Charles L. Dana, a New York nerve specialist, 
declared recently that the arms of women are be­
coming mere anatomical vestiges—ancestral relics, like 
the vermiform appendix^ and in time may disappear 
altogether, and be replaced, perhaps, by wings, or fins.

He has made the discovery that the arms of women, 
socletv women especially, are falling into disuse, and 
gradually losing their economic functions as members 
of the body.

“I venture to advance, with some reservations, a 
theory that the arms of these modern women are be­
coming quasl-vestlginl, like the appendix, the jejunum 
and the last molar tooth.” He thinks society women 
may, for a long tlraç, have enough of an arm to feed 
themselves and do up their hair.

How aThanksgiving 
Proclamation is 

Issued
I

T HAS been said that the only piece of pl/r* tttfrrntureS 
ever officially issued from the White House Is the 
annual Thanksgiving proclamation.

All other papers written by the President are 
business documents, the phraseology of which Is often 
careless and occasionally slipshod, but this annual mes­
sage to the people Is always a painstakingly worded and 
graceful piece of composition.

Some time during the fall the attention of the Presi­
dent is called to the fact that he must issue such a 
proclamation. It is usually the duty of his secretary to 
inform him in advance of the necessity of bringing his 
mind to the consideration of such matters.

Of course, it is rather a bore, like all matters of mere 
routine, and so busy a man as the chief executive of 
the nation might be deemed excusable if hé handad over 
the job to some subordinate, contenting himself with 
affixing his signature. But custom demands that the 
pious task shall be performed by the President lilmself, 
and Mr. Roosevelt, though radical enough in some ways, 
Is a respecter of the sanctity of precedent.

WRITTEN AND REWRITTEN
When the President finds that such a proclamation 

hue to be prepared, he devotes, for a time, his<leisure 
moments to whipping his ideas into shape. He probably 
jots down his leading thoughts on paper.

Getting his ideas into shape, he summons one of- the 
dozen stenographers who are always In attendance and 
dictates to him carefully the wording of the document. 
It is short—not more than 400 or 500 words— but daintily 
and tersely phrased.

This, however. Is only a rou’gh draft. It la copied in 
typescript by the stenographer with lines twice the 
ordinary distance apart (so as to be convenient for cor­
rection and Interlineation), and in this shape Is handed 
back to the President. He alters It a bit, perhaps modi­
fying a sentence here and changing a word there, until 
It suite him, whereupon a fair copy is made, again sub­
mitted for correction, and finally sent over to the De­
partment of state.

There the proclamation is engrossed on a great sheet 
of Are parchment by a clerk highly skilled In this kind 
of penmanship. It is a considerable task and occupies
•omp d ya
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LOW iu the west the sun declines, 

Unwatchcd by maid or mother ; 
The happy household, gathered close. 

Think only of each other.
From far and near, from farm and town, 

With joyous hearts and faces,
The absent ones have come again 

To fill the old home places.

The dinner o’er, around the fire,
With not a loved one lacking,

The elders sit, the little folk 
Their jokes and nuts are cracking.

The tender twilight fills the room— 
Beneath its friendly cover 

Sweet Mary’s soft hand is deftly caught 
By Ned, her cousin lover.

Dear three-year-old with loving thought 
Slips from the children’s room.

Aweary of their noisy games.
Seeks grandpa in the gloom.

Completed, the document Is returned to the White 
House for approval, and Is then sent back to the De­
partment of State to he signed by the secretary of state 
and sealed with the great seal of the United States.

The a sal, by the way, 1h a sort of federal fetich. It 
Is the most sacred of all things that belong to the gov­
ernment, and no print of It Is ever allowed to be given 
away or sold, though, of course. It Is attached to all 
military and naval commissions and to various other ex­
ecutive documents.

It was made by a New York jeweler at a cost of 
$10,000. and Is kept In a beautiful rosewood box at the 
State Department- In order that it may be used for 
stamping the Thanksgiving proclamation a printed order 
to that effect must be signed by the President.

The Department of State Is the permanent depository
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The others talk of bygone days,
The summer’s crops, the weather—

But Goldilocks and Silverhair 
Hold sweet discourse together.

They linger long about the hearth—
So much they have to say;

Some dear one may not be there 
On next Thanksgiving Day.

Their thoughts grow grave. Ruth starts a song, 
Received by each with favor.

She leads, the elders all join in 
With many a break and quave»

Dear festive day with memories full,
Where joy with sorrow blends;

For back to years,of babyhood 
Their influence extends—

The day for healing mutual hurts,
For love to all the living;

No true-born son will e’er forget 
The evening of Thanksgiving.

of executive proclamations. All the Thanksgiving proc­
lamations ever Issued by the Presidents of the United 
States are filed away In Its archives—back even to 1796, 
when George Washington set aside the 19th day of Feb­
ruary In that year as a date on which the people should 
"thank God for exemption from foreign war and from 
Insurrection."

Hero la the Thanksgiving proclamation issued by 
President Washington In 1789:

WHEREAS, It is the duty of all nations to acknowl­
edge the Providence of Almighty God, to obey His Will, 
to be grateful for his Benefits, and humbly to implore 
His Protection tnd Favor: And whereas both houses of 
Congress have, by their Joint Committee, requested me 
"To recommend to the People of the UNITED STATES 
I Day of PUBLIC THANKSGIVING and PRAYER, to 
tie observed by acknowledging with grateful Hearts the

many Signal Favours of Almighty God, especially by 
affording them an opportunity peaceably to establish a 
Form of Government for their Safety and Happiness.”

Now, THEREFORE, I do recommend and assign 
THURSDAY, the Twenty-Sixth Day of November next, 
to be demoted by the People of these States, to the Service 
of that great :md glorious Being, who is the beneficent 
Author of all the good that was, that is. or that will be: 
That we may then all unite iri rendering unto him our 
sincere and humble thanks for his kind Care and Pro­
tection of the People of this Country and previous to 
becoming a Nation;—for the signal and manifold Mercies, 
and the favourable Interpositions .of Ills Providence in 
the Course & Conclusion of the late War;—for the great 
Degree of Tranquility, Union’ and Plenty, which we have 
since enjoyed;—for the peaceable and rational Manner in 
which we have been enabled to establish Constitutions of 
Government for our Safety and Happiness.

AND ALSO, that we may then unite in most humbly 
offering our Prayers and supplications to the groat Lord 
and Ruler of Nations, and beseech him to pardon our 
National and other Transgressions;—to enable us all* 
whether in public or private Stations, to perform ou» 
several and relative Duties properly and punctually ;— 
to render our national Government a Blessing to all the 
people, bv constantly being n government of wise, just 
and Constitutional Laws, directly and faithfully obeyed ; 
—to protect and guide all Sovereigns and nations (es- 
neclallv such as have shown kindness unto us) and to 
bless them with good Government, Peace and Concord;— 
to promote the Knowledge and Practice of true Religion 
and Virtue, and the increase of Science among them and 
ui«-_and generally to grant unto all Mankind such a 
Degree of temporel Prosperity us he a^,nAeBha

G. WASHINGTON

What England Would be 
Thankful For

IF ENGLAND were to establish a national thanks*» 
giving, doubtless one of the most popular reasons 
for it would be the actual abolition of imprison­

ment for debt.
Consul F. W. Mahin, in a report from Nottingham, 

says that imprisonment for debt w os n ora in all y abo 1- 
ished in England many years ago, but. paradoxically, 
the actual number of cases of imprisonment has since 
annually increased—faster than the population. He
Say"Much more judicial option Is possible than former­
ly was the case, and is exercised under the existing 
law. A debtor against whom judgment is rendered 
may be summarily required lo pay before a given date 
on penalty of imprisonment. This power of committal 
resides In the Judge of the court, borne Judges exer­
cise it much more freely than others. But it would 
seem that, on the whole, indulgence shown to de­
linquent debtoro is steadily decreasing, for the cases 
of Imprisonment in the country have decennially in­
creased as follows under the existing law. In 187b. 
4228; 18S6, 6486; 1896. 8190: 1906. 11,986.

“Technically the imprisonment is for contempt or 
court. The Judge orders the debtor to pay before » 
given day, falling which he may be jailed for con­
tempt, not exceeding forty days, however, in any case, 
and he is released at once if he pays in the meantime
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