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SENATOR BOB WATSON
TRES DIRTY GAME

SOME TIMBER DEALS 
FOR GRAFTERS’ BENEFIT

■ ,A;, A
-
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He Writes to Senator James H. Ross Telling How 
He is Helping the Party In Mackenzie District— 
Watson is Supposed to be One of the Western 
Liberal Leaders.

H. B. Ames, M. P., Explains How Timber Limits 
Were Diverted From the People and Placed in 
Speculators’ Hands—What Are You Going to Do 
About It ?

.

Electors of 
Reqina Constituency

v-F /

CEDAR LAKE LIMIT
Just north ot Lake Winnipegosis 

there lies a late called Cedar Lake, 
on the shores and islands ol which 
there is much valuable timber. In 
September, 1903, A. W. Fraser, an 
Ottawa lawyer, not long since presi
dent of the Ottawa Liberal associa
tion, applied to have put up for sale 
a timber berth to include 60 square 
miles on this late. His request was 
at once granted. The notices were 
issued on the 12tb of October calling 
for bids to be received and opened 
at Ottawa on the 2nd of December. 
One advertisement, and one only ap
peared in the Manitoba Free Press, 
and in the Dauphin Press. Now Ce
dar Lake lies 100 miles north ot a 
railroad. In order to reach it, one 
must take the train to Winnipegosis, 
from which point occasional fishing 
tugs can be taken for points at the 
northern end of the lake. But the 
steamer service comes to an end the 
latter part of October and the ice 
commences, early in November, to 
form upon Lake Winnipegosis. Since 
the advertisement did not appear in 
the western papers before the 20th 
of October, it will be seen that it 
was quite, impossible at that time of 
the year to visit the limit, examine 
the timber, .put in a bid with a cash 
deposit and have the same reach Ot
tawa by the 2nd of December. Com
petition was impossible. It is rea
sonable to conclude that the authori
ties at Ottawa intended to make it 
so. As was no doubt expected there 
was but one bid, that of !the appli
cant, Mr. Fraser, and this gentleman 
ottered the paltry sum el $500 and 
secured the limit. Shortly after its 
acquisition the area of the berth was 
increasd# to 90 sq. miles without ad
ditional bonus, so that Mr. Fraser 
secured his limit at the rate of $5.56 
per sq. mile or at a little less than 
one cent an acre. Now that limit 
was acquired for speculative purposes 
by Mr. Fraser, was placed for sale 
m the hands of certain Winnipeg 
agents. Their prospectus ottering the 
property to a prospective buyer was 
read in the House of Commons. I 
have the original document issued by 
J. Hattner & Son, real estate agents 
367 Main street, Winnipeg, which 
read as' follows :

“Cedar lake, which is situated on 
Saskatchewan waters is comprised 
of something over 100 sq. miles and 
is estimated at 250,000,000 feet. The 
timber on this berth would work to 
advantage in connection with the 
former berth. As you will notice by 
the accompanying plan there is one 
short portage to land the logs from 
Cedar lake to Lake Winnipegosis, a 
distance of from two and a half to 
three miles. The waters in both 
lakes are of the same level and the 
country lying in between the two 
lakes is of a low flat nature. The 
timber is immediately surrounding 
the shores of the lake stated, for 60 
square miles, together with the is
lands or portions ol the islands that 
have been selected. The survey has 
been made, but up to the present I 
am not in possession of the plans. 
The timber is of good quality and 
fairly clean, more So than the tim
ber in the Erwood, and Red Deer dis
tricts, but not quite so large. The 
price tor this BLOCK IS $600,600.

Can anyone defend the government 
for permitting so valuable a conces
sion to pass into a speculator’s hand 
under such circumstances.

was despatched to the upper wateie 
to examine timber and mate report 
—a commendable proceeding and one 
that should have been followed in all 
cases. But—and mark this—it had 
the additional advantage in this in
stance of placing the “inner circle’* 
at Ôttawa in possession of full in
formation as to the value of these 
limits. Finally on the 9th ot Nov
ember, the notices were issued put
ting up the entire area for competi
tion as a single proposition.

HURRY-UP SALE

The most cold-blooded attempt to 
steal votes yet exposed in this cam
paign, places Senator Watson and 
other Liberal leaders in bad position.

Robert Watson has bear exposed as 
the leading character, in a conspiracy 
to rob the electoral district of Mac
kenzie of an independent candidate.

This has proved one of the most 
cold-blooded and bare-faced cases of 
crookedness that has, been exposed 
during the campaign.

It shews the class of men and their 
sntall honor, who are today asking 
tor Liberal support.

Senator Robert Watson.
Senator James Ross.
John Crawford. • ' r- 
These are the central figures in the 

plot.
The scheme was to deprive Robert 

Buchanan, independent candidate in 
the Mackenzie division of the sup
port, thought by Liberal workers to 
be surely his.

Dr. Cash, who is the Liberal gov
ernment candidate, was to receive 
the votes stolen from Buchanan.

Read the following :
It will tell you of the rottenest 

piece of political crookedness yet ex
posed, in connection with tile Liberal 
campaign.

At the outset it may he stated 
that there is no Conservative candi
date in Mackenzie. Dr. Cash who 
has represented the constituency tor 
some years, is again the government 
candidate. When Robt. Buchanan, 
backed as It appeared by a large 
number of Liberals who were dissat
isfied with Dr. Cash and the record 
of the Laurier government, was nom
inated to oppose him, the Conserva
tives decided not to place a candi
date in the field. It is .therefore, or 
rather was, up to the time Senator 
Bob Watson and John Crawford ap
peared on the scene, a fight between 

| Dr. Cash, Liberal and Mr. Buchanan, 
Independent.

should he be elected. You will ob
serve as per letter Buchanan’s rea
sons tor running (that is if we have 
properly diagnosed his case) are not 
very numerous. Sa tar as govern
ment policy ol disposal ol timber is 
concerned the old policy which is 
now beiqg criticised hais already been 
changed so far as large expenditures 
are concerned. There are a great 
mamy Liberals who bad seats in the 
laSt parliament and we trust will 
have again who are of the same op
inion as Buchanan. II Buchanan will 
sign letter I should judge it will car
ry out our wishes. Of course it 
might be well to send Cash some as
sistance as he is the straight govern
ment candidate and it would be bet
ter tor the party for that reason if 
he were elected. At the same time 
it would be a good line to have the 
letter from the other fellow. I will 
keep you posted and wire you just as 
soon as MacMillan reports. Every thing 
looks well here. I am also of the 
opinion that Thompson will deieat 
Staples in Macdonald. He is putting 
up a good fight and looking well to 
organization. I am pleased to see 
Haultain did not accept Regina nom
ination. Of course you will be aware 
by this time that Turriff and Rich
ardson will have a fight by them
selves.

\

Forty-two days were allowed from 
the issue of the notice to the date of 
opening bids. One advertisement ap
peared in the Edmonton Bulletin 
about December 1. This gave about 
four weeks to outriders to acquire in
formation on which to make com
petitive offers. That this length of 
time was wholly insufficient is show* 
by a letter on file from W. S. Dwin- 
nell, who represents Minneapolis capi
talists, and who had also a large In
terest in the Edmonton Lumber Co. 
Mr. Dwinnell in his letter says : “I 
have been endeavoring to secure in
formation which would enable me to 
act intelligently, but have not had 
sufficient time to do so. I would ask 
you to have this sale postponed for 
thirty or sixty days, preferably the 
tatter, to the.end that 1 may com
plete an examination and make a 
substantial bid for the property. I 
am satisfied that the interests of the 
Dominion government would be sub
served thereby, and that a much lar
ger bid would be received than if the 
sale took place at this time. This 
tract comprising as it does,, 116 sq. 
miles, is so extensive, that the time 
given under the notice is altogether 
insufficient to permit an y one to 
make proper examination thereof.’’ 
It is the same story disclosed in con
nection with other trasnactions, “in
sufficient time,’’ “tract tpo large.” 
A further lettertrom Messrs. Crafts' 
& Lee, of Edmonton, asks. “Must the 
tenders be on each block separately, 
or in the whole” intimating that if 
to -large an area be put up at once 
there were few possessed of sufficient 
apital to bid upon it. It meant 

shutting out the small Edmonton 
manufacturer and granting every ad
vantage to the wealthy Ottawa spec
ulator.

DO YOU WANT
Clean, Honest and 

Capable Administration?
i

I remain,
Yours respectfully, 

ROBERT WATSON.(Signed)
Drop me a line giving me your 

j opinion as to Mackenzie.

THE TIME
HAS COME<TZ-

IF YOU DO -To Turti Out the Political Party 
Which Hands Over Our Land 
Timber and Mineral Re
sources to the Speculator.

\
"ENTER BOB WATSON To every nation comes its great 

opportunity. To the United Sta,tes 
it came forty - years ago when the 
rush to the west was. in full swing.
To us Canadians the awakening has 
come with the beginning of this new 
century. We had the experience oi 
those south of the line, with their 
mistakes clearly before us, to guide . 
those into whose hands the destiny 
oi the west had been entrusted.

Up to 1900 the lands, forest, coal 
areas and fisheries ol the Canadian 
west were still in the hands .oi the 
nation. The speculator came, saw 
and conquered.

Today the speculator holds large 
areas of our agricultural land writ
ing his price :—

He holds 50 per cent, oi all the 
timbered regions under lease in the 
three provinces, which he Will not 
cut over, but which he will sell at 
many times their original cost ;

He holds valuable closed irrevoc
able grazing leases ; 1

He has acquired irrigation con
tracts that afford no protection to 
the ultimate small purchaser ;

He controls four-fifths of the coal 
supply of the future :

He has secured tor nothing and re
sold tor much, the right to extermin
ate the food fish of the .inland lakes.

All this, and more, the speculator 
has obtained with the assistance and 
approval o( a political party, that in 

Hon. James Ross, opposition, preached “land tor the
Regina, Sask. settler." What are you going to do

Dear Ross,-I wish to submit to about it , Re-elect men who have se
you what I have done in toe Macken- fl ntl violated their pledges 7 I
zle district. I came into-Winnipeg nQt
Tuesday evening and was fortunate put & ncW wt oI men in control with
in meeting Crawford, M.P. Then of a mandate to recover tor the people
course you are aware he is brother- C|UUMla y*. lands aMi resources 
iù-law to Buchanan, and after fully, wMch tfa h traud or imposition 
discussing the situation we decided — passed int0 the g'rafters’ hands, 
on toe plan of having Bûchanan ad- ^ r^titution be yout watchword 
dress a letter to Crawford defining jn ^ Mrt a6d d0 not
his position. I enclose you a copy hands till this has been •
of the letter Crawford sent Buchan- accomplished. 
an also the letter we expect him to 
sign and return. MacMillan has gone 
with letter. You will be able to see
Buchanan without creating suspicion ypor general housework in a small 
with the Tories. Dr. Cash will also family. Apply to 
be in the dark so fat as patty is con
cerned. MacMillan will advise Bu
chanan to be careful and not make 
mistakes in his campaign so that he j
will be free to support government Minard’s Liniment Cures Colds, etc.

-, And now appears the fine hand ot 
tile eminent Liberal diplomat o! Por
tage la Prairie. It has evidently 

to Senator Bob Watson’s ears
Go to the Polls on Monday 
^ Next and

mmggm
that Dr. Cash was in danger and 
that it would be smart politics to 
secure in some manner a signed sta
tement from Mr. Buchanan which 
would enable the latter to support 
the Laurier government should the 
result of toe election be so close as

INSIDE CIRCLE KNEW 
But the department did not post

pone toe sale as asked by Mr. Dwin- 
Presumably enough informa

tion whs by this time In the posses
sion of those in whose behalf infor
mation was desired. The bids were 
opened on December 31, 1902. They 
were as follows, omitting several 
smaller offerings :

(a) T. A. Burrows, $6,057.
(b) James Ross, on behalf of Ed

monton syndicate, $17,010.
(c) H. & K. McDonald & Frith, 

$31,161.
(d) The Imperial Pulp Co. $31,375. 
The tender of toe Imperial Pulp

Co., was a model of brevity. It
read :

i

cell. to make his vote a matter of im
portance to toe party. Conditions 
favored the promotion of the intri
gue. John Crawford, Liberal candi
date in Portage la Prairie is a bro
ther-in-law of Mr. Buchanan, and 
Senator Watson conceived the bright 
idea of having Mr. Crawford write 
Mr. Buchanan a nice, brotherly let
ter pointing out that he was desir
ous of making the latter’s political 
path pleasant and showing him a 

of making himseH persona 
grata with the government to the 
event of Sir Wilfrid Laurier being re
turned. v

The following letter gives the de
tails of toe plot.

It shows toe trick to be a typical 
Watson one, so poorly played and so 
clumsy that it could not get through 
without the public being made aware 
ot it :

Mark Your Ballot for
Thos. Wilkinson means

Toronto, Dec. 29, 1902. 
To the Secretary, Department of the 

Interior, Ottawa :
Sir,—Enclosed please find tender 

for timber berth No. 1031.
Yours truly,

Imperial Pulp Co.
z

(Signed)
The regular form of the depart

ment was not used. No amount as 
bonus was specified. Marginal notes 
on the original showed that there 
were two cheques, the first tor $17,- 
575, and toe second tor $14,000. It 
was brought out as evidence that 
these two cheques were manager's 
cheques on the Ottawa office of the 
Bank of Ottawa, handed to T. A. 
Burrows in exchange!for deposit. The 
letter purports to have oome from 
Toronto, the cheques from Ottawa. 
Mr. Burrows seems to have been the 
instrument of their union. N-w it 
will be noticed that the larger of 
these two cheques. $17,575, slightly 
exceeds toe bid of James Rose and 
the Edmonton syndicate. Just before 
twelve o’clock the tender of the Mc
Donalds arrived for $31,1*1. The 
addition of the second cheque for 
$14,000 to the previous cheque of the 
Imperial Pulp Company tor $17,575, 
would give a total of $31,575, suffi
cient by a small margin to exceed 
the McDonald hid. Is it,any wonder 
toe question is asked, “was this co
incidence or design 7”

Portage la Prairie, Oct. 1, 1906.
**********♦*****<

MOOSE LAKE LIMIT 
Just north ol Cedar lake lies a 

still larger sheet of water known as 
Moose Lake, 
the Saskatchewan river. This lake is 
as large as Lake Nipissing and there 
is some very fine timber located 
thereby. Mr. Fraser applied for this 
Hmit at the time he asked for Cedar 
Lake. There was the same Insuffi
ciency of advertising and opportunity 
of competition. Mr. Fraser apparent
ly expecting to have it all his own
way, put in a nominal bid of $1,000. 
But (there was a surprise in store for 
him, for late in the morning of the 
day on which - the bids were to be 
opened, a tender reached the depart
ment from James Currie, associated 
with the McDonalds, who offered $6,- 
420 for the limit. Then a third ten
der appeared in the name of W. H. 
Nolan, containing a $7,000 cheque 
and this last offer captured the limit.

T. L. No. 1031.

It is time for a change.taken inside and in the meantime a 'require a journey of *50 miles. This (c) Kenneth A. McLeod, P.O. Box 
conference took place and a blank in itself would take a couple ot 175, Edmonton, $10,023.
cheque signed by Burrowe was filled months, allowing no time tor exam- (d) A. W. Fraser (Imperial Pulp
out. This made Burrows total am- ination. No condemnation can he too Co.) $11,000.
oimt to $31,110, and so he got the severe on the department for thus
bejrth.’’ The figures may not be quite 
accurate, but it is plain that, rightly
or wrongly, the Edmonton represen- tion. It practically shut out the lo- 
tative believed that his tender was cal Edmonton dealers from anything 
tapped. Certainly the circumstantial like a fair deal. The bids were open- 
evidence in regard to this transae- ed on the 27th of January, 1904. 
ti*n does not tend to remove that They were as follows :

(a) McDonald A Frith, Ottawa,
$1,230. '

(b) J. H. Lament, Prince Albert,
$4,000.

This also drains into

HANDY SECOND CHECK
The offer of toe Imperial Pulp Co. 

was in the form of a letter written 
by Lawyer Fraser of Ottawa. Mar
ginal notes on the original indicates 
that two cheques were given—one tor 
$5,000 and. one tor $6,000. Mi. Fra
ser under: examination has stated 
that he wrote the letter and handed 
it in an unsealed letter to Mr. Bur- 
rows. Mr. Finnie, local manager of 
the Bank of Ottawa, has testified 
that he gave Mr. Burrows two man
agers cheques tor these amounts on 
the moi 
change 
$5,006 j 
readilyf
would have been sufficient to have 
captured the limit over the Lament 
bid, but that it required the combin
ed cheques to exceed the McLeod of
fer. This limit was transferred the 
following day to the Imperial Pulp 
Co. by whom it is held today. ’Again 
may I ask was this coincidence or 
design ?

It has been the- cause of many pre
tests and numberless petitions from 
several hundred ot whom were tor 
some years shut out from obtaining 
building material tor local needs by 
the granting of track No. 1 of this 
bit to, hut what cares this govern
ment for toe settler in comparison 
with its solicitude for the interest of 
those connected with toe Imperial 
fui* Co. !

putting up so large an area in such 
scattered tracts in a single competi-

GIRL WANTED
impression.

It is estimated that,limit No,. 1661 
of which we are speaking, Will pro
duce 75,000,006 feet of sawn lumber. 
All the timber lies close to toe river 
and at a reasonable valuation tour 
limit is worth today $250,000.

MRS. A. MARTIN
Pilot Butte.

of January 27, in ex- 
iposits. The cheque tor 
xepted first. It will he 
that toe $5,000 cheqlie

WHO MAY VOTET. B. NO. 1122
On Nov. 27, 1903, Burrows' timber 

cruiser, Archie McLean, made appli
cation to have seven widely separat
ed tracts ot selected timber, located 
on the McLeod and Pembina rivers, 
tributaries to the Athabasca, and ag
gregating in all 110 sq. miles, put 
up for public competition, 
partment acted with great dispatch. 
Advertisements were issued oa the 
l$th of December 1903, and bids were 
called tor to be opened on the 37th 
ot January 1904. Between the issue 
of the advertisements and the open
ing of toe bids the gross time was 
43 days, but tor anyone in Edmon
ton desirous of visiting the limits 
toe time available was but one 

"month. Now merely to make the 
tour ol these seven widely separated 
tracts, passing from one to another 
and returning to Edmonton, would

The first appearance of the Imper- 
<- ial Pulp Company on the records of 

the department is in reference to 
timber limit No. 1031. In the 
mer of 1902 a local Edmonton syndi
cate sent an exploration party to ex
amine the timber along the upper 
waters of the North Saskatchewan 
river. In conformity with their re
port, application was made to the 
department to put up HO square 
miles in eleven blocks. The appli
cants asked that there he no unneces- 
s*ry delay as they wished to con
struct ■*■■■■■■

BURROWS WAS AHEAD 
Edmonton advices show that the 

local syndicate was (represented in 
Ottawa on the day thé tenders were 
opened by Frederick E. Moroney.who 
brought down the $1-7,016 Ross che
que. This party told on Ms return 
of his experience and impressions. 
You will 'find his story, as repeated 
by Dr. H. L. Mclnnis, in the Edmon
ton Weekly Journal of February 26, 
1908. After stating that the Edmon
ton syndicate sent a man to Ottawa 
with a marked cheque the citation 
reads, “When the men got there a 
tender had been submitted by Bur
rows tor $6,blO. The man was at 
the Office * few minutes before the 
tfslm won evened. The teedpr was

Any Male, British sub
ject who has been a resi
dent of Saskatchewan for 
on* year and of this Con
stituency for three months 
prior to the issue of the 
writ of election, may vote 
at this election in this con
stituency, whether hie 
name is on the list or not 
Do not be bluffed. If 
yon are qualified, go t* 
the poll and demand a 
ballot. ; ' x /"

44 They give too much of the 
sweat-stained money of the 
people to men who have not 
earned it.”—J. Lome flacdou-

sum-

mThe de-

gall, late Auditor-General, in 
referring to the Laurier 
government.

a saw mill and begin opera
tions *t once. The government, how- 
*ver, did not act with alacrity. A 
delay ot two months and more en
sued

.mBIS* £

;sse
during which John Caasron,

iowMtMd faipurtpr at yMmsato»,
■ii

»
tract:.:.
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