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In a letter to The West, Hugh Gra-
ham, editor of the Montreal Star
writes as follows on the election
funds incident :

(Editor, The West, Raegma)

Sir,—From several attempts which
have been made to interview me sSince
my return to Canada touching the
subject of my subscnptnon to the
Conservative eleetion fund - for the
Quebec district during the last gemer-
al election, I infer that there is stili
some public interest in the subject;
and as it is of importance to mysel,
at least, that any impression wh ¢h
goes abroad shall be accurate, 1 have
judged it better to ideal with the
matter in a signed statement than in
an informal interview. . Perhaps I
may say to begin with that I do not
regard it as a very serious ofience to
have heen attacked. in my absence.
Political eagerness should be hardly
expected to consider ‘such a circum-
stance. The somewhat kindred fact
that thé published report of my evi-
dence, given in a lawsuit in Quebec
city some eighteen months ago, was
a -garbled report, wherein important
features were omitted altogether, 1
am feadyas a newspaper man, to
credit to lack of space rather than
malicious intent.

Nothing to Conceal

As to my subscription to the Con-
servatives in Quebec district in 1904,
1 have nothing to conceal. The am-
ount subseribed was. $4,000 for a com-
tract: lor literature, $1,381 for expen-
ses-during the year in the city of
Quebec, $250 for each rural constitu-
ency for preliminary expenses, $300
for the campaign in each rural con-
stituemcy, and $4,000 for each of the
Quebec city constituencies. The ridi-
culous smallness ‘of the total amount
will be a reply to those who see any-
thing -suspicious-in the afigir. At the
trial in question prominent Liberals,

cognizant of my testimony, smiled at !;

the amount saying it was very small
and added that the idea of carrying
elections in the district on such sums
was amusing.

The explanation of how 1 came-to
give these sums is very simple. I was
deeply interested in the elections, as
all the worid knew; and when asked
by the ‘party managers how the im-
mediate necessities of the campaign
would be met, as the subscriptions
might come in tardily, I promised to
make advances against -these expect-
ed contributions. When - the time
came for the contributions to mater-
-jalise, they were not forthcoming;
but I kept my promise in adwa.ncmg
the money. I consider the amount
sent to the Quebec district, when us-
ed with the most rigid economy and
absolute purity, to have been most

. reasonable; but to their credit, be it

said it was all that the Quebee dis-
trict managers asked when they sent
in their estimates.

If they had asked more 1 would
have sent it up to a reasonable am-
ount. . £

Defends Borden

When Mr. Borden asked more I
would have sent it up-fto a reason-
able amount.

When Mr. Borden wrote me that
funds should be distributed only
through committees accéptable to the
local party friends, he had as far as

I am aware, no personal knowledge of’

any such fund; and is not today, so
far as I knol, cognizant ef any such
fund, except, possibly, Trom hearsay.
The fact that he took a natural way
of putting his friends on their guard
against possible mistakes and breach~
es of the election laws, has been seiz-
ed upon as a text for his condemna-
tion; but I scarcely think that his
action will. ‘be so regarded by fair
minded men. e

In thus contributing financial  as-
sistance to the public cause in- which
1 believe, I was only following the
policy I have accepted and lived up
to for a third of a century. For 33
years, the Star has taken a keen ag-
gressive interest in municipal, provin-
cial and federal elections, and has al-
ways endeavored ,to make its views
more effective bv\helpmg to, finance
the campaigns which represented
them. When the city o Montreal was
being robbed by selling franchises for
a song, by expropriation schemes, and
contract grabbing schemers, The Star
fought the derelict aldermen at the
polls, and contributed to the full ex-
tent of its power to the driving of
three-fourths of ‘them . into- private
life, These campaigns were expensive
and The Star contributed three-four-
ths of the money necessary in many
constituencies to carry them through.
I have always believed it to be my
duty as a citizen to bear some ol the
electoral burdens which in my papers
T was constantly ufging others to
carry. When 1 called upon my neigh-
bors to help elect honest aldermen fo
the city council, I thought that I
should do my best as a citizen to take
my -own advice and help personally
and financially to secure their elec-
tion.

When successive provincial govern-
ments were shown to have been guil-
ty of exploiting the public treasury
for -party -advantage, The Sfar took
up the cudgels, first against the Con-
servatives and then against the Lib-
erals who were equally guilty; and
The Star subseribed liberally to the
funds for carrying on this work.

Protectien “

1n 1871, the Star took up the ques-
tion of protection for Canadian in-
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dustries, being the first of the Cana-

away at it persistently. Seven years
later Sir John Macdonald came out
ior a National pdlicy.
paigns of 1878, 1882, 1887 and 1891,
this question was to the fore. Th?

contributions to its funds. In 1896

The Star was much inclined to hold”

eral party was bent on getting from
the counfry a ~mandate to destroy
the National Policy. That eﬁort The

'gaVe its adhesion to the Conservative
'cause and aided the party financially.

The Liberals came into powes; but
they did not tear down the National
Policy. Still, - there was a feeling

and the question of protection was
kept to the front as an issue, both by
the uncertainty as to the Libera] fu-
ture and “ by the

Conservative opposition. This gave

back its opinions by financiai aid. On
all “these occasmns I need hardly say”
that The Star’s contributions were
specifically given on the understand-

gitimate expenses; anpd, in many
cases; they were devoted to, the pre-
vention of .illegal acts by the other
party. As for the Natiapal Policy it
now appears to have disappeared

in the perspicacity of the Liberals is
growing, and few newathink they will
|venture to abandon protection. Of
coursé the National Policy has néver

ly safeguarded; and this may easily

1 did in the past—support: it with
every influence of which I ‘might be
possessed.
against -annexation;
blessings are fairly shared with the
working man,. it will constitute one
of the surest guarantees of a content-
ed Canada within the empire.

Not in Accord with the Parties

Today- The Star is’ not in accord
with either of the two political par-
ties, but in reflecting  upon this it
must be borne in mind that The Star
gives its support to measures rather
than to men, and it regards the pre-
sent policies of the two parties as
unworthy of their best traditions and
insufficient for the needs of the coun-
oy,

I happen to b€ the-owner of news-
papers with vast interests in every
province in the Dominion, more wid-
ely dispersed than any bank or indus-
trial concern in existence. 8o long as
I have a dollar to spare, I will con-
sider myself free to aid whichever
party.has, in my opinion, the policy
‘best adapted to the needs of the coun-
try; but it will always be contribut-
ed for legitimate purposes and to sup-
press illegitiMate ones. Nor Shall 1
be ashamed to have these contribu-
tions comeé to light. Rather I would
favor a law compelling all election
contributions to he made publicly
with the names of the givers attach-
ed.

As to Mr. Blair’s
had not seen—Mr.
months ‘before the election, of for five
months afterwards, and then only be
ca.sually meeting him on the street.
When T .did meet him, there was no
discussion about Tesigning.. The-first
knowledge I had of Mr.: Blair having
‘restgned was when] saw a statement
of the fact over his own signature.
There has come into my possession
documentary evidence to prove ‘this,
and there is written proof ‘that Mr.
Borden had nothing, even remotely,
to do with the resignation. These are
aeccessible to those who may inVesti-
gate charges.

Purchase La Presse

The purchase of La Presse was a
pusiness transaction on a commercial
basis, with which Mr. Borden dad
no connection whatever, directly or
indirectly. .The owner was willing to
sell on ‘a commercial basis, .and ‘ex-
hibited his balance sheets, and ex-
hibited his balance sheets, which ful-
ly justified the purchase on a tén per
cent. divident prospect. The negotia-
tions for ‘the purchase of La Presse,
according to documentary. evidenoe in,
my possession, commenced in the
spring of 1903, and were consumated |
in the fall of 1904. That a man hap-
pens to own. a newspaper,. and
through, illness or other good redson, |.

an - extraordinary state -of afiairs.
That he should accept the highest off-
er amongst a number for the proper-
ty can scarcely he ranked as an in-
human ‘act. :
As to the charge that there was an

regard to_ them, it is, as far as T am
concerned, and as far as.my know-
ledge - extends, without = any basis

interest, any member -of parlhment
or defeated candidate, to substanti-
at any such charge.

dian dailies to do so; and hammered |

In the cam-|.
Star supported the party of protec-|.
tion in its columns and by generousi:

the Conservative party showed signs |
of haying been too long in office, and | 4

that it was time for a change, un%ll*-:
it became all too clear that the Lib-|

Star could mot assist; and so it again | -

that they were but biding their time|

ingistence of the|

The Star no ¢hoice, but to stand by |
the National Policy party, and fto}d

ing that they were to be used for le--

from politics as a live issue. Faith |

been carried out: to the ‘full, as those |
;of us who aided in itsiinitiation had |
boped The share of the workingmen |
in its benefits has never been careful-}

become a question of the future.: As ¥
for, the policy itself, if. it were again|
in “jeopardy, 1 would do precisely "as|

It is the Bhly safeguard |
and when its

attempt to purchase Liberal candida- zen you have for twenty years borne

tes, to bribe them to~ desert ﬂ:elt‘{
party. or anything of that nature, m’m, ‘which are incident to the devel-

'fhere has come_ into my' possession
‘documentary evidence -of an indisput-
lable eharacter, proving that Mr!
Borden bad no connection whatever
with tfle ‘Blair resignation, and had

been otherwxse charged by guessmg
newspapers.

Ii credence is given to ‘what 1s writ-
ten with such an appéarance of knows.
ledge in certain newspapers “about
plots, conspiracies and other dark do-
ings, by all means ‘have an investi-
gation into all these matters. Al
though I intended going” abroad very
‘shortly, 1 will remain in Canada or
within easy call, and will be ready
at any. time .during™ “the next four
months-to give .- evidence before any
impartlal
quire into the char;
anything of a kind

‘referred to and
“mature.

H]JGH GRAHAM.®
Montreal, Oct. 21. b

P

no knowledge of it, although he has !

“|and ‘many prominent ‘Conservatives in

tribunal a;ppéinted to en- |

<Yours, . ""'24

‘theatré was filled with a crowd anx~
ious to hear the Conservatwe leader
tonight.

In addition to the party that ac-
companied Mr..Borden. throughoutlns
tour; Sir Charles Tupper, nearly all
the members of the previneial cabinet

Iami out of the: leg»slature were pm—
sent.
ing was a * challenge’ 1ssue¢ hy Mt
‘Borden. "

Mr. Pﬂgsley had ;nade a staﬁement
concerning - oertatn campalgn mads ln
his province.

He invited a rtoyal commission to |

investigate the campaign of 1904

ernment and opposition mem‘herq’
he was prepared to give evmee

palgn funds was used for megai pur-

MR. BORDEN'S CHALLENGE
“Winnipeg, Oct. ~28.—The Waiker

hxs consent.

MMIN 1

resignation. 1f:
Blair {or eleven |

ary who Moves

Farewell Address to tieud Gf <

20 Year.s Résidence -
Touchiﬁg Wﬂrds in Repiy

o R.'

Chiet Justice Wetmorem come to

sidence with his son, J.-A. Wetmare,
manager of-the Impenal Bank.  The'
chiel -Justice has been a resident of
Moosomin . for_ twenty years and- on|
leavmg there recently ~ he was pre—|
sefited_with the fellowing address by’
Mayor Nefi on behalf of the citizens
at a mass function.
The Address
To the Hon. E. L. Wetmore,
' Justice of Saskatchewar.
We have asked you “to <he preaent
this evening at this gatheﬁbg which
repreésents the town and district of
Moosomin to express to you our pro-
found regret that - the exigencies of
'pubhc Jife, which have called you %o
a high position of honor and useful-
ness in‘our province; necessitate your
departure from. our midst., -

-

Chief

The occasion of your departure is i
wishes to dispose of it, is surely not Iorne which we cannot allow fo pass

without st:wing to express to you;
in however. madqua.te a"'wty, the.
very high"regard in which you have
Ween held by all classes of the com-
{munity dering the -~many ysars of
your residence among us. As a citi-

your -part in“those changing experien-

Regina to take up ‘his permanent re—‘

. the supreme court. By the conspi- e
cuous ability and unsuilied integrity |~

opment of a new land. You hs?e1
Ishred with us ‘the hardships of_ pion-
ceer life. ¥You ~have labored willingly

‘ou -have manﬂestad ~an active and
hearty interest in xll /manner of - m-
creations and manly sport. And asa

whatever, and I invite, in the public ror {he wellare of the ~community.

christian gent}eman you have helped

the poor mn‘iuwuly;,sympmhlsed with| .
the sorrowilrg, occupied ptommetrt

positions of uselulness in the church
te which you belong, and exercised a

bxoad and kindly spigit of ‘good will | -
whatever denmnmn-

towards all, of
tion or creed.

“We ‘desire ‘also to assure you of the
great, regard which you have won in
the exercise of your office as judge of

Top Floor, Northern Bank - Bldg.

| Office °
. F ncmg Elevator

One important feature of the! meet» .

both as regards the election of 997-

every fact within his’ lmowledge bl
latmg”to the subject mentioned, and | .~
he ehallenged Mr: Pugsley-or any of |-

his friends or mysterious m:mmts -
to prove that one dollar of fthe cam-|

Poses within his knowledge or wmr“'

will sell Any Sutt of our Large
,Assortment of

Ready-made
CLOTH ING °

At

'COST PRICE

_ rton Bros.
’ GENT’S FURNISHINGS. AND MEN’S
‘Scarth St,reet.

_OUTFITTERS

" AROHITECTS

‘< = . ScarTH STREET

Bx. J J AMES Manon

MAURICE M. SEYMOUR M.D
 Offlces—MoUarthy Bloox. -
gROlD ST.. +-: REGINA

DB D. 8. JOH.NSTONE,

ﬂmbf-i

STOREY & VAN EGMOND

P.O. Box 1344,
Telephone 498 |
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l am scilmg my en-
t;re “stpck of Wagons.

and Harnees :
tHorse Blan-

~ These will ‘be sold at
Cost and must be clean-
ed up at once.

Lease of premlses |
now occupy will explre
shorﬂy

which have marked your oceupancy.of:
that/position, you have nobly sustain-
ed the best traditions of _the “past,
and proved yoursell worthy of the
still loftier dignity to _which youw
-have recently been cailed. On “yout
appointment to the office of Chief

Justice of ~Saskatchewar, we most|

heattily: and sincerely tender to- ‘you

m smo't'

ents, mﬁ tarnl,aw. I can.

,,,,. tesssstsrsase 3000 . 000 sessses

(Iarry Fine
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our congratulations. By that. ap-|.

pointment you have gained the rare|

distinction 5 ‘M:
ledged weﬁ 'ins '«‘Pe -
: : wemfm‘i
M

alike, and we

confidences ha.ve nat been m
ththenemsphereo(d:gnﬁy and
responsibility, which lies -before you.
you will abufdantly sustain tﬁm
utation for justice; mtegnty and ab- |
ility which you have eommﬂnded in |
the past. 3

HﬂBY IOBELL M.D.
Tnni'ty, Vietoria and, Toro
Ilaival:litwa

We desire also to emgutula.te yonr 5

Ohyonruunimans eleoﬂmto.
: (ﬂonthsedmpage?) i
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