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HERE TO BUY IT

$8.00 to $85.00
..$2.50 to $10.00
$10.00 to $120.00
$2.50 to $50.00
75¢ to $12.50
$2.00 to $6.50
....$7.00
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arts, Express Wagons, all at special prices
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TCLIFFE, Ltd.
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o-date Self Closing, Bubbling
pressing the foot petal.

it is absolutely sanitary and
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The Black Har

ERROR is the
weapon of the
Black Hand
Through terror the
society wrings zold
from its helpless
Through
holds its |

vietims,
terror it
members  to the
horrible  purposes |
for which it is
organized and

squeezes from them

the last ounce of

energy in its
Yice. Men Jike Comito the Sheep and
De Salvatore Romano have sought to
break the fetters, to rise above the life
of crime they must lead as members of
the Black Haud, but terror, inspired by
the vengeance they themselves have
helped to wreak on others, chills their
hearts and kills the good purpose in
them. They are like birds struggling
with their feet in the lime.

To so hopelessly baffle men with fear
the society must have an intricate and
harmonious organization, and this it has.
Many persons will be convinced of the
grim purposes of the Black Hand when
they know that the society has its own
physicians,

ser-

This is to maintain secrecy. Natu-
rally enough, many disputes arise. There
are fights, and Sicilians do not fight
with their fists. Knife wounds or bul-
let wounds result from these quarrels.
Should an ambulance be called, or even
a physician who is not a member of the
Black Hand, a report would of neces-
sity be made to the police. This is the
last thing desired.

It is for this reason that the Black
Hand society has a corps of physicians.
It is not only to attend those injured in
petty quarrels that the physicians are
needed. The code of the Black Hand
prescribes certain offences for which a
man must fight to preserve his honor.
These affairs of honor call merely. for
the drawing of blood by one-pf the
principals.

Then there are fights between mem-
bers of the Black Hand and other erim-
inals, between Black Handers and the
police, and sometimes even the vietim
of a vendetta has an opportunity to put
up a fight and those who carry out the
decrees of the society feed medical at-
tention.

Dr. Salvatore Romano was one of the
physicians of the Black Hand society.
How he was drawn iato the net and
what he was forced to do, though not
actually a member of the society, is a
remarkable story and throws a gl'eat;
deal ¢f light ¢n the methods and 01'-:
ganization of the system of which Lupo |
and Morello werg the, heqds., , cas [P

Br. Romano lived in New York with' |
his mother, .who was from Corleone, |
Sicily, where she and her mother had
been very friendly with the family of
Morello.

While young Romano was a student
in the College of Physicians and Sur-
geons, a branch of Columbia University
in the city of New York, his mother re-
ceived a letter demanding a
amount of money under penalty of Sal
Vatore's death, The young man's mothe

certain

and grandmother were very much fright- |
ened. Because they feared to excite him
and cause him to fail in his examination:s |
they told the boy nothing of the lettor,
but the grandmother went to Morello and
showed it to him. She kuoew that he had
dealings with men of questionable char-
acter, and thought that possibly he might
be able to use his acquaintance to help
them. {
“Don't
zed woman,
s mother. “These men will not act too
. They would rather get the
meney than take the tife of the boy. Bl

ahove o not let

Morello to th:
wlio had boen a friend of

i ) ) ) .
worry,” said cian felt that be was only discharg-

ing a debt.

Later Salvatore was called upon to at-
tend brethers-in-law—Lima,
Salima and It was then but a

quick . 255
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this matter get to
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Han1 Society.
wad et which will certainly v petiny did he receive for his services,
ind at last he arrived in Buffalo, where
he established a practice, because he
.ters were received by the could New York,
time the while all Lis time was required to attend
their families.
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letter was re Shortly after
had the

in which he saii
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a few deys| went to DBuffalo Laupo,
he was studying e Ao i ters were arrested
York city.

s only hope lay in estab-

others and
and
handwriting, announced that he Lad uais- bu Naw
covered the origin of the letter.
divulged to the Ro-| |ichine s ; . the

This he counterfeiter's

manos, merely telling them that he found

never

motier wife went to Mrs. Romano

the blackmailers were willing to settle | and ureed hee to beg her
for $1,000, hut thai he would offer them

to clear Morello,
$100. woild have been glad |

Mrs. still grateful for
vraer to satervard | ywhat she considered an act of friendship
AMorello would not G

The tawnily Romano was
to pay Lte meazy ia
Saly on the part of

| feared her son would get into trouble if
Mrs. | Lie testified,

tore, but
of this.
“I will pay the $100,” he told
I will recover it
permit
but be assured | ). Romane knew tl
ime to reach the | o st commit perjury
o do so, and he felt that he had
[ more” than unts with the
Blaek Hander and his fr
with

she wrote to him advising

Rowmano, *“ang lat Liim to go 10 New York and for the last

. e ) 3 3 '
Clircumstances wiil not of 1wy | time do a favor for Morcllo.

refusing to pey at all, to save Marello
that when I h:
thr h
turred to we.”
imother of the

e had

blackmailers certain channeis, | jq),
the money wiil be r

The mother and
young physician wee deeply touched by

1 Morello’s unselfish

settled acce
nds.
trpe of men whom he

The

knew the

wihat they considers was di g, > was no longer any
friéndship for them. doubt in his mind that Morcllo was one
seemed settled to the satisfaction of all, | of the Black Iland

society had been ready to tuake

The whole affair |
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Chief of the United
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“Don’t Worry,’* Said Morello to the Aged Woman.

no threat in the telegram. It was simply
worded :—

“Be in New York to-morrow to appear
in court.”

As he read the message he seemed to
hear the voice of his mother, crying out
in fear and anguish.

THE BLACK HAND HAD TOR-
TURED WOMEN BEFORE THIS.

The telegram slipped from Dr. Ro-
mano's nerveless fingers. -

The next train from Buffalo bore him
to New York.

According to his testimony when
for perjury, he went

Terranova, who explained that it was
desired that he testify that Morelo was
not out of the house from the last of
December to the first of March.

“How often are you going to say you
saw him?” asked Terranova.

“Once a week,” replied the physician.
“I want to go as lightly as possible, so

| that I will not get into trouble.”

son to testify |

Morello and though she |

Ife did not |

Yet he |

“You cannot get into trouble—not by
sticking to us,” Terranova told him very
pointedly. “But once a week is not
enough to say you saw him. You must
say, ‘T'wice a week.” There will be no
trouble. He was so pale and so well dis-
guised that no one seeing him would have
known bhim during the time regarding

i o will testify.”

1orello was being taken from

| the Aembgto the court room Dr. Ro-

mano managed to speak a few words to
wonld testify
week
February be-
with rheuma-

him, telling him that he
to having visited him

throughout January and
cause he was so ‘ted

twice a

I tism that he could not leave the house.

his life for |

LYis mother and grandmother impressed | $1,000, would they hesitate to kill his |

upon him the gratitude that he should | mother if he refused to testify for the
Morello for poussibly |

4 certaiuly saving (te | I his dreams Le saw his m

entertain toward There was no sleep for the physician.
saving his life,
family from great suffering. her lionie oi Her-dail
Shortly after Salvatore Romano grad- | |,Jack browed Sici
vated from the College of Physicians and | to strike at the word of the chicf.
Surgeons he was called to attend Mo- | mother, whom he loved above
rello. Glad of an opportunity to repay | women, was in danger of death,
in a measure the kindness which the | yworse thun death, ey : s
had shown his family, |
Morello d'd not offer to pay for Or.

y professional services the youns | e

ns rralic

Sicilian when | delayed.
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perliaps |

her leaving |
[ questioned

all other |

|

The physician did as he promised g£nd |

the result was he was indicted by the

Grand Jury for perjury, but was not

convicted,

orello
anrd

Eight men had been watchi
coutinually  throughout Jan
Wl
Yebru
Romano’s  testimony correct.
When I bron
him he toll

story substanti

was not

y as 1 huve presented
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1t to you.

Dr. Branecato also attended
Maorello and her Iiia Ilande

vera )

T.mpo,

suciety. fe 1 \ lic

lieved Dr, Brancato was ulso a d

.

Lim to New York and |
whole |

| at the p

bhad'my opinion as to that, but at any
rate he was not convicted of perjury,
though he was brought to trial.
Although Dr. Romano was never
initiated into the Black Hand Society,
other physicians were, and they were
utilized for the purposes I have de-
scribed. I said that the rules of the

society called for a certain line of con- |
duct under certain circumstances and |

that as a result the offices of a physician
were frequently in demand.

The rules of the Black Hand were
actually codified. The society is not
governed merely by unwritten law. In

the possession of Rudolph Palermo, c¢ne |

of the men arrested for counterfeiting. I

found a note book in which were in- |

scribed in Ricilian the laws of the so-
ciety. As nearly as possible they are
translated word for word as they were
written in the note book.

FIRST.—Whoever confides to a per-
son not belonging to the society the
operations of his companions, or by
word. or deed, seriously or in fooling,
offends a companion, or who is not
dignified or does not respect the re-
cruits (who must be commanded in
nothing save the affairs of the society)
or who refuses to mount guard on his
day, gets drunk or quarrels with a
companion, or when called by a com-
panion on business of the society re-
fuses to comply, or who leaves town
for more than one day without letting
it be known, shall be punished by a
fine of $20 and can not come to his
place.

But the companions. who judge him
must be all of one accord, pro or con.
When any companion of the society
goes away he must leave his address
and must vest in some other com-
companion, or when called by « com-
upon for the business of the society he
must go to_the place specified at the
expense of the parties interested.

SECOND.—He .who swears falsely
on kis admission, who draws a weapon
without his companion draws another

: | of the same dimension, alw wri
and I knew pfl.,\iti\'e-l_\' that Dr. | . - th

the point uncovered, if it is a Kinde
or who fights a"duel with & companion
of the society without the permission
of the society, shall be
(summarily deprived of his

—=The compauig
knows of the fault of anotlie:
not inform the society at la

| to the same penalty..

FOUR —ke that does not
1se X\Il“l. (7{ '!Z" mea2 ;

the BLACKMAILERS OF "HE DAY

do his duty without any orders, shall
be punished. If he explains his late-
ness in a manner satisfactory to the
society he will be pardoned and may
| take his place. Otherwise he may not
| participate at the next division.
FIFTH.—A recruit who produces
| gain to the society is entitled to one-
| fifth of it as his own share.
SIXTH.—The society cannot act
without the consent of all the com-
| panions. Even the opposition of one
mouth is enough to overrule the opin-
| ions of all the others, always provid-
| ing the person objecting gives a rea-
| sonable explanation for his views.
| SEVENTH.—No companion who be-
comes a member of the society may in
| any way alter its rules.
EIGHTH.—Every meeting of the
society must be announced to those
on duty on the day of the meeting at
least twenty-four hours before it takes
‘place, except in cases of emergency.

meetings is absolutely in the hands of
the head of the society, and none may
oppose him.

These are the rules which bind the
men who thrive on blackmuil, murder,
counterfeiting and the kidnappiug of
children.

into the very iuner councils of the Black
Hand.
ers, who know what is afoot before the
rank and file of the society so much as
guess at it. Mo
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NINTH.—The date and place of |

I know men who worked their way |
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| doubtful honer that is being
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in his favor. This is almost always done

in ordet to impress the recruit with the
bestowed

[ upon him.

Tlie leader restored order.
“With what is the hole covered?” he

1 asked.

“With a very fine cagpet, where the

| blackmailers play,” replied the recruit.

“What is enclosed in this hole?”
“The penny of crime denied, fought

{ about and reacqnired.”

demongtrate g crime!?

The next question was, “How do you

“(Give me a <sheet of paper and you

| will see,” replied fhy recruit

i thing on the paper.

"much in the

had met, he was carried in a huge bas-
ket or hamper, so that none passing
through the street might see a man,
blindfolded, being led into the house.

Not until he was in the midst of the
assembled companions was the bandage
removed from his eyes, and then he found
himself surrounded by a group of masked
men. Forty or more pairs of sparkling
black eyes glared fiercely at him, as
if they would seek to frighten him
from carrying out his purpose of joining
the society. Throughout the ceremony
of initiation the eight eyes glared straight
into the face of the recruit. Not a word
was spoken save by the leader; only the
eyes glared and glared through the slits
in the black masks.

“Where have you acquired the S7?”
asked the leader, who sat upon a sort
of raised dais.

The * refers to the bylaws, which
the recruit is required to learn by heart
before he may be admitted to the so-
clety.

To this question the recruit answered :—

“Under the Cedar Plains, ang passing

[ from the hole of the beenscalk I saw

three lawmps lighted and the cone in the
centre hardly stood up.”

A man at a table with a large book
checked off the question and answer, re- |
thet tie candidate had replieq |

“Who has formed the plan of S7” was
the next question. ‘

“Fernaudo Misprizzi.”

“Is ie ¢ead or alive?

Silence

*7 " asked the leader.
ke that of death followed the
The

seemed scarce to Lreath

question. members of the socjety
rawaiting the

reply of the recruit. He felt the tens

realized hat (hi of the maost

as in the ritnal, Ag

VIS one
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lie endd of

Jolt acquired

tree was planted

members of the so-
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i whispers, giving the veeruit the iden

that tivey were di sing is desiabilisy
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This is merely a foanal question and
answer and so far gz £ know the re-
cruit is never required fo draw ang-
There se ms to he
AUSWers

ome

arbi-

and
reality
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questions

whieh mean nothing in
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trary meaning. but there is much which
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is merely rigmarole
“Whaat does the head of crime wear

leader after the recrnit had

e
asked the
| answered properly the question of how
to demonstrate crime.

A sil:
penny

handkerchief with five knots
| and denied, fought for and re
acquired.”
! You will rememher that when Morello
| was in New Orleans on the affairs of
iVh" Tgnatz Florio Association
i a bandanna handkerchief with five knots
tied in it in defiance of those who threat-
| ened to expose his counterfeiting schemes
| in connection with the real estate propa-
"eanda. Al afternoon stalked
the streets of *“The City of Care Forgot™
| wearing this badge of defiance described
in the Black Hand ritual as worn by the
head of crime. His enemies there knew
what it meant and feared him. Their
fear was justified, for that night the
threatened to expose

he wore

Morello

man who had
| Morello was stabbed to death.

To return to the initiation.

“How many weapons are
| asked the leader.

“Thirteen. ITive knives,
and one separate: five packs of cards,
three of which are for the ordinary
| blackmailing and two for the black-
| mailing of the experienced; one stiletta,

theie?”

two pairs

one small tapper and a razor.”

“Where have you drawn blood?”
Again. the members of the society
hung breathlessly on the words of the
| recruit. The black eyes glared and not
a sound came from behind the grim
masks.

“From the thumb of the right hand,”
came the answer, and the leader asked
quickly :(—

“What does an
mailer bear?”

“A star in front of him, on his fore-

| head, and a vermillion flower on”fhe big

experienced black-

toe of the left foot.”

This may sound ludicrous as you settle
| comfortably back in your easy chair and
| read it, but I have it on the word of
men who know that there is nothing of
{ humer in the initiation ritual of the

Black Hand Society when you are face

to face with a score of masked men, each

of whom you kpow to be a criminal of
the lowest order, reckless of life, remark-
[ ably secure from punishment for the
commission of crime. Low burning can-
| dles light the room grewsomely and
| twenty pairs of fierce Sicilian eyes
1glare through narrow slits i1 black masks.

“How many kinds of blackmail are
there?” was the next question asked.

“Three. Ordinary blackmail that be-
comes all blackmailers by turn: boid
blackmail, which is that denied, fought
for and acquired; and high blackmail,
that belongs to the high initiated black-
maijlers.”

This answer was correct.
spoke again.

“What does a highly initiated black-
mailer especially bear?”

“A small scissors, a silver needle, pins,
cotton and taffeta.”

Twenty masks were ripped from twen-
ty dark skinned faces, and the new mem-
ber of the Black Hand knew for the first
time who were to be a score of his most
important associates in crime. He did
not, however, know who the leaders of
the society were. They were not present,
He may never have found out who they
were, for the leaders keep ever in the
background, and thke rank and file do not
know them.

The leader
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“How the
BlackHandStrikes’’ :
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Tit-Bits of Information.
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IGH temperature and the rapid pas-
H ~-sage of a current of air through it
is a feature of a-California inven-
tor's evaporating device with which he
claims to preserve food perfectly for long

periods.

One of several types of lighthouses being
tried in Germany for guiding aviators
throws different numbers of flashes inte
the air, each eumbination signifying w
special town.

Competitors using Aiperican machines
won first, second and third prizes from a
field of sixuy-nine contestants in a type-
writing recently he.d in Den-

mark. = 4

contest

A patent has been granted for an ele-
vator propelled up and down a shaft by
an electric motor, which @rives a sl\aft
with pinions on each end to engage racks.

It has been estimated that 4,708,000 000

(wnood screws are used in the United States

éuth year,

That exce t ng is a

disease is a they advanced b

dangerous
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