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gLAÇK HAND SECRETS REVEALED BY CHIEF OF SECRET SER ICE-I
Z

Bllî£k Hand’s Covenant with Death
rx.

By WILLIAM J. FLYNN,
Chief of the United States Secret Service

<( iError is th e 
weapon of the 
Black Hand. 
Through terror the 
society wrings gold 
from its helpless 
victims. Through 
terror it holds its 
members to the 
horrible purposes 
for which it is 
organized and 
squeezes from them 
the last ounce of
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w in bis favor. This is ztimost always done 
in order to impress the recruit with the 
doubtful honor that is being bestowed 
upon him.

The leader restored order.
“With xvhat is the hole covered ?" he*

miTl
i;

iSSSSg
m asked.

■“With a very fine eairpet. where the 
blackmailers play/’ replied the recruit. 

“What is enclosed in this hole?"
“The penny of crime denied, fought 

! about and reacquired.”
Ht! j The next question was. “How do you 
•eS] j demonstrate^ crime?”

T] “Give me a sheet of paper end you 
jwill see,” replied t\’ recruit.

j This is merely a ftojnnl question and 
K i answer and so far fl.* x 

^£4 j emit is never required’ fo draw any- 
^•j i thing on the paper. There* e<Vros to he 

W,\ j much in the questions and answers 
which mean nothing in reality Some 
of the expressions may have an arbi
trary meaning, but there is much w*hirh

y-p 0p
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energy in its ser- «
I>e Salvatore Romano have sought to 
break the fetters, to rise above the life

MMen like Cornito the Sheep and 1 mii m iillm mof crime tliey must lead as members of 
the Black Hand, but terror, inspired by 
the vengeance they themselves have 
helped to wreak on others, chills their 
hearts and kills the good purpose in 
them. They are like birds struggling 
with their feet in the lime.
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To so hopelessly baffle men with fear 

the society must have an intricate and 
harmonious organization, and this it has. 
Many persons will be convinced o£ the 
grim purposes of the Black Hand when 
they know that tlie society lias its own 
physicians.

This is to maintain secrecy. Natu
rally enough, many disputes arise. There 
are fights, and Sicilians do not fight 
with their fists. Knife wounds or bul
let wounds result from these quarrels. 
Should an ambulance be called, 
a physician who is not a member of the 
Black Hand, a report would of neces
sity be made to the police. This is the 
last thing desired.

It is for this reason that the Black 
Hand society has a corps of physicians. 
It is not only to attend those injured in 
petty quarrels that the physicians 
needed. The code of the Black Hand 
prescribes certain offences for winch a 
man must fight to preserve his honor. 
These affairs of honor call merely for 
the drawing of blood by ona - of the 
principals.

Then there are fights between mem
bers of the Black Hand and other crim
inals, between Black Handers and the 
police, and sometimes even the victim 
of a vendetta has an opportunity to put 
up a fight and those who carry out the 
decrees of the society need medical at
tention.

Dr. Salvatore Romano was one of the 
physicians of the Black Hand society. 
How he was drawn into the net and 
what he was forced to do, though not 
actually a member of the society, is a 
remarkable story and throws 
deal cf light on the methods and or
ganization of the system of which Lupo
and Morello.we^e the ht-ads... ,

Hr. Romano lived in New York with 
his mother, who was from Corleone, 
Sicily, where she and her mother had 
been very friendly with the family of 
Morello.

1 is merely rigmarole.
“What does the head of crime wear?**- 

ask*»d the leader after the recruit had 
answered properly the question of how 
to demonstrate crime.

T/ .

#EE* !h y
iM;

WS: A sik: handkerchief with five knobs 
and penny denied, fought for and re

acquired.”
You will remember that when Morellc» 

was in New Orleans on the affairs of 
the Ignatz Florin Association he wore- 
a bandanna handkerchief with five knots 
tied in it in defiance of those who threat* 

! pned to expose his counterfeiting schemes- 
! in connection with the real estate propa- 

AI1 afternoon Morello stalked

if

ii
i
;

J
'Sc-# ?X #§pIX-

:

^jgSlIlE^Wî wri

■ mMIsSS:\5wUm

m l

kf
ill i

;p;4*;Wî5îtLij^"' ill)

■s»ri BÉi
mmÊh

; di; U

■«or even
camM|y #•

fiï&jmtmmmmwmî

s#s •• ga nda.
the streets of “The City of Care Forgot” 
wearing this badge of defiance described 
in the Black Hand ritual as worn by the 

| head of crime. His enemies there knew 
I what it meant and feared him. Their 
j fear was justified, for that night the 

who had threatened to expose

i!M': ,
w

■ç A

?sWmrii
® I Morello was stabbed to death. 

! To return to the initiation.
are theieT1i. K . “How many weapons 

8 : asked the leader.
0 ! '‘Thirteen.

N and one separate: five packs of cards, 
8 I three of which are for the ordinary 
r I blackmailing and two for the black

mailing of the experienced; one stiletto, 
small tapper and a razor.”

“Where have you drawn blood?” 
Again the members of the society 

$ j hung breathlessly on the words of the 
recruit. The black eyes glared and 
a sound came from behind the grim 

masks.
“From the thumb of the right hand/* 

came the answer, and the leader asked

là Five knives, two pairs'iln ♦/M
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“What does an experienced black

mailer bear?”
“A star in front of him, on his fore

head. and a vermillion flower on "file big 

toe of the ’eft foot.”
This may sound ludicrous as you settle 

comfortably back in your easy chair and 
read it, but I hax-e it on the word of 
men who know* that there is nothing of 
humor in the initiation ritual of the 
Black Hand Society when you are face 
to face with a score of masked men, each 
of whom you know to be a criminal of 
the lowest order, reckless of life, remark
ably secure from punishment for the 
commission of crime. Low burning can
dles light the room grewsomely and 
twenty pairs of fierce Sicilian eyes 

glare through narrow slits iu black masks.
“How many kinds of blackmail are 

there?” was the next question asked.
“Three. Ordinary blackmail that be

comes all blackmailers by turn : bold 
blackmail, which is that denied, fought 
for and acquired ; and high blackmail, 
that belongs to the high initiated black
mailers.”

This answer was correct. The leader 
spoke again.

“What does a highly initiated black
mailer especially bear?”

“A small scissors, a silver needle, pins, 
cotton and taffeta.”

Twenty masks were ripped from twen
ty dark skinned faces, and the new mem
ber of the Black Hand knew for the first 
time who were to be a score of his most 
important associates in crime. He did 
not, however, know who the leaders of 
the society were. They were not present 
He may never have found out who they 
were, for the leaders keep ever in the 
background, and the rank and file do not 
know them.
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m %I :I m mWhile young Romano was a student j ‘ 
in tiie College of Physicians and Sur- ,
geons. a branch of Columbia University 
in the city of New York, his mother re- j 
ceived a letter demanding a certain I 
amount of money under penalty of Sal- 
va tore's death. The young man's mother ! 
aud grandmother were very much fright j 
Plied. Because they feared to excite him j 
and cause him to fail in his examinations : 
they told the boy nothing of the letter. fe' 
but. the grandmother went to Morello and 
showed it to him. She knew that lie had 
dealings with men of questionable cliar- ; j| 
acter. and thought that possibly he might ! & 

be able to use his acquaintance to help 
them. I
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“Don’t Worry,Said Morello to the Aged Woman. fi j i

li
“Don’t worry,” said Morello to the 

n?od woman, who had b?on a friend of 
his mother. “These men will not act too 
quickly. They woiild rather get the 
money than rake the life of the boy. But 
abort? all do not let this matter get to 
the ears of the police. That would 
his ceriam deacli—death in its worst 
form.

“Do not send the tnonej* either. Waif 
fer a seeo.id et'vr, which will certainly 
come; we tau decide upon the best 
codise ot action. ’

physician felt that he was only discharg- 
; ing a debt.

Later Salvatore was called upon to at
tend Morelio’s bcothers-in-law—Lima, 
Salima and Lupo. It was then but a 
short step to having him treat members 

; <>f their families, and before long Dr. 
Romano was the regular physician for a 
number of men, all of whom were mem
bers of the Black Hand Society. Never 
a penny did lie receixe fur his services,

no threat in the telegram. It was simply 
worded

“Be in New York to-morrow to appear 
in court.”

As he read the message he seemed to 
hear the voice of his mother, crying out 
in fear and anguish.

THE BLACK HAND HAD TOR
TURED WOMEN BEFORE THIS.

The telegram slipped from Dr. Ro
mano’s nerveless fingers.

aud at last he arrived in Buffalo, where The néxt train from Buffalo bore him 
. i he established a practice, because he to New York.

\vo ..1C.i i.tecs were received by the couId n«t make money in New York, According to his testimony when 
< 10. ill eaci time the grand- , wUjle ail fcis time was required to attend j brought to trial for perjury, he went

mother went ,o MoreLo, who took the Blilck Hander» and their families, 
letters fion.wn-it because he said lie

had my opinion as to that, but at any 
rate he was not convicted of perjury, 
though he was brought to trial.

Although Dr. Romano 
initiated into the Black Hand Society, 
other physicians were, and they 
utilized for the purposes I have de
scribed.

do his duty without any orders, shall 
be punished. If he explains his late
ness in a manner satisfactory to the 
society he will be pardoned and may 
take his place. Otherwise he may not 
participate at the next division.

FIFTH.—A recruit who produces 
gain to the society is entitled to one- 
fifth of it as hik own share.

SIXTH.—The society cannot act 
without the consent of all the com
panions. Even the opposition of one 
mouth is enough to overrule the opin
ions of all the others, always provid
ing the person objecting gives a rea
sonable explanation for his views.

had met, he was carried in a huge bas
ket or hamper, so that none passing 
through the street might see n man, 
blindfolded, being led into the house.

Not until he was in the midst of the

was never

1assembled companions was the bandage 
removed from his eyes, and then he found 
himself surrounded by a group of masked 
men. Forty or more pairs of sparkling 
black eyes glared fiercely at him, as 
if they would seek to frighten him 
from carrying out his purpose of joining 
the society. Throughout the ceremony 
of initiation the eight e>es glared straight 

SEVENTH.—No companion who be- into the face of the recruit Not a word 
comes a member of the society may in 
any way alter its rules.

EIGHTH.—Every meeting of the I 
society must be announced to those | 
on duty on the day of the meeting at 
least twenty-four hours before it takes 

- place, except in cases of emergency.
NINTH.---- The date and place of

meetings is absolutely in the hands of 
the head of the society, and none may 
oppose him.

These are the rules which bind the., 
meu who thrive on blackmail, murder, 
counterfeiting and the kidnapping of 
children.

l|r.I said that the rules of the 
society called for a certain line of con
duct under certain circumstances and 
that as a result the offices of a physician 
were frequently in demand.

The rules of the Black Hand 
actually codified, 
governed merely by unwritten law. In 
the possession of Rudolph Palermo, 
of the men arrested for counterfeiting. I 
found a note book in which were in
scribed in Sicilian the laws of the so
ciety. As nearly as possible they are 
translated word for word as they were 
written in the note book.

j iI wThe society is not

Uifirst to his mother’s, where he met Nick 
Tervanova, who explained that it was 
desired that he testify that Morello was 
not out of the house from the last of 
December to the first of March.

“How often are you going to say you 
saw him?” asked Terranova.

“Once a week,” replied the physician.
“I want to go as lightly as possible, so 
that I will not gçt into trouble.”

“You cannot get into trouble—not by 
sticking to us,” Terranova told him 
pointedly. “But once a week is not 
enough to say you saw him. You must 
say, ‘Twice a week.’ There will be no 
trouble. He was so pale and so well dis
guised that no one seeing him would have 
known him during the time regarding 

wUI testify.”
tySyfitiifillm'ello was being taken from 
the/TVtabp • to the court room Dr. Ro

mano managed to speak a fexv words to 
him, telling him that he xvould testify 
to having visited him twice a week 
throughout January and February be
cause lie was so affected with rheuma
tism that he could not leave the house.

'The physician did ns lie promised and 
the result was he was indicted by the 
< irami Jury for perjury, but was not 
con victed.

Eight men ha<l been w'alehing Morello 
continually throughout January and f ..
February and I kmnv positively that I », tt

“u* correot\ or who fight, dfduel with a companion 
\N lu il I brought him to New York arid J of the society without the permission 
questioned him lie told me the whole I of the society, shall be u* dressed 
story substantially as 1 have presented ! (summarily deprived of his rights ).

THIRD.- -I he compAr/ÿu h o 
knows of the fault of another and does 
not inform the society at large is liaoie 
to the same penalty..

Ale that docs not attend 
at the praise hour of the meet ng of :t
the BLACKMAILERS OF THE DAY ?o ! Into Lm :

5 §Mwas spoken save by the leader ; only the 
eyes glared and glared through the slits 
iu tiie black masks.

The feeling of gratitude which Dr. Ro- 
i ma no felt wore off after a time, but he 
: forbore to break entirely with Morello,

wished to study them, 
gave the letters back. When the fourtl
lclier was revived Morello took it as be ; f„r he feared veuReance. shortly after 
ha,1 the outers and after a few d*ys;be wv|lt 1;,l£falo Lup0, Morello and 
in which lie said lie xvas studying ihc 
handwriting, an Bounced that he had Dis
covered the origin of the letter.

This he never divulged to the Ro-

Morello never

“ Where have you acquired the S?”
leaderf who sat upon a sort masked the i:

Aof raised dais.
other counterfeiters were arrested and 
put on trial in New York city. Know
ing that Morelio’s only hope lay in estab- 

I lishing an alibi, the counterfeiter’s 
tnauoa, merely telling them that lie found | mother and wife went to Mrs. Romano 
the blackmailers were willing to settle j aud urged her to beg her son to testify 
for $1,000, but that he would offer them ! to clear Morello.
$i00. The family would have been glad 
to pay the luoivay in oraer to safeguard 
Salvatore, ,but Morello would not hear 
of this.

“I will pay the $100,” lie told Mrs.
Romano, “and later I will recover it.
Circumstance* wit! not permit of icy 
refusing to pay at all, hut be assured 
that when I have had time to reach the 
blackmailers throvgh certain channels, 
the money will be returned to me.”

The mother and grandmother of the

;The “S” refers to the bylaws, which 
the recruit is required to learn by heart 
before he may be admitted to the so- 
ciety.

:
♦

IFIRST.—Whoever confides to !Next Week

“How the
Black Hand Strikes” t

♦

a per
son not belonging to the society the 
operations of his companions, or by 
word or deed, seriously or in fooling, 
offends a companion, or who is not 
dignified or does not respect the re
cruits (who must be commanded in 
nothing save the affairs of the society)
or who refuses to mount guard on his I know men who worked tlieir way 
day, gets drunk or quarrels with a into the very inner councils of the Black 
companion, or when called by a com- Hand. Men who advise with the leail- 
pan,on on busineaa of the society re- ers, who know what is afoot before the !
ruses to comply,-jor .who leaves town e . . .for more than one day without letting Uk u,ld.tüe l,f t,ie soclet>' 60 m,,ch as
it be known, shall be punished by a gluss :,t
fine of $20 and can not come to his olie these meu would be to 
place. his death sentence. To tell how they

Bnt the companions who judge him worked their way into the sovietv would 
must be all of one accord, pro or con. be t„ disclose their identiiv to those who

csszz Sr....... «..?-™v-......*and must vest in some other com- :\iU ,n'*inl>ers uf tl,v su,'lrt.v "vn- in-
companion, or when called by a com- ! lorIlli,lg tlie secret service of tiie work- 
upon for the business of the society he j nI--s of tile gang there owurn-d a series
must go to the place specified at the of murders which astounded Now York 
expense of the parties interested. aud baffled tile police.

SECOND.—He who swears falsely I may safely say that some .if those 
on t.is admission, who draws a weapon murders were committed in the |,|iM,i 
without, hi, compan.on draw, another Wl8 to Mili th„ ., .

prul lliug of t In* affairs .
Am 1 1**11 elsewhere, tl.» 
were ncx <-r slain.

< Mie of thc-’c

li lo this question the recruit answered •__
“Under the Cedar Blaius, and passing 

from the hole of the beanstalk 
three lamps lighted and the 
centre hardly stood up.”

A man at a table with a large book- 
cheeked off the question and answer, re
cording that the candidate had replied 
correctly. y u

^ “Who lias formed the plan of

“i<’ieXt tor's evaporating device with which h*
e*nJU(*° ^lisprizzi.” claims to preserve food perfectly for long

J? le dyad or alive?” asked the leader, periods, 
bdeuce like that of death followed 

question. The members of the 
set-m ed

very

I saw 
one in the

Mrs. Romano was still grateful for 
xvhat she considered an act of friendship 
on the part of Morello aud though she 
feared her son would get into trouble if 
lie testified, she wrote to him advising 
him to go to New York and for the last 
Lithe do a favor for Morello.

ssr.
Tit-Bits of Information. 1

|__| IGH temperature and the rapid
Sage of a current of air through it 
is a feature of a■ California inven-

To mention the name of !3 IS?” was ipronounceDr. Romano knew that to save Morello 
he must commit perjury. Ife did not 
wish <-° do so, and he felt that he had 

; than settled accounts with the
H2B3theBlack Hander and his friends. Yet he 

young physician we?.e deeply touched by ! knew the type of men with whom he 

wliat they considered Morelio’s unselfish j was dealing. There was no longer any 
friendship for them. The whole affair 
seemed settled to the satisfaction of all,

One of several types of lighthouses being 
tried in Germany for guiding aviators 
throws different numbers of flashes Into 
the air, truth combination signifying » 

,x as one uf the most special town. 
siutcmI of the in tiie ritual. At
last In- spuk

society
scarce to breathe a waiting the 

reply of tile recruit. He felt the tension- 
realized that til'sdoubt iu his mind that Morello was one 

of the Black Hand members, 
society had been ready to take his life for 
1>.1,<XJ0, xvould they hesitate to kill his 

1 mother if he refused to testify for them?

I
I f the

and young Romano was told about it.
His mother and grandmother impressed 
upon him the gratitude that he should 
entertain toxvard Morello for possibly 
saving his life, and certainly savins tûe 
family from great suffering.

Shortly after Salvatore Romano grad
uated from the College of Physicians and j
Surgeons be was called to attend Mo- I mother, whom he loved above all other 
reilo. Glad of an opportunity to repay j women," wh«mti danger of death, perhaps 

in a measure the kindness which the I worse than death, every minute that he 
Si- ilian had shown his family, when : delayed.
Morello d'd not offer to pay for Dr. !

Competitors using American machines
“He lives always, even after the end of won firstl sei'ond an«* thir<* Prizes from a 

!'■ | the world.” f!eI<1 of sixiy-nine contestants In a type-
! writing contest recently he.d in Den-

i
The ;l 1‘v-wer \\ ;ts 
“Since when 

the S?"

There was no sleep for the physician. 
In his dreams he saxv his mother leaving 
her home on her * daily missions while

r
acquired .Ii 'per men A patent has been granted for an ele- 
planteil vator Propelled up and down a shaft by 

_ an electric motor, which drives a shaft 
“ with pinions on each end to engage racks.

"Since tin* scientific treeMack browed. Sicilians trailed her, ready 
to .strike at the word of the chief. This iimen. I am i"»l saying ! i:i the 

: whether be \\ a> a sei-rvi >cr, i -<
'

At tu.s p ent the members of the
1 ""'r' | Ihruusli tl.H form of nr^uing I It has been estimated that 4,708.009,000

I in whixin-rs. giving the recruit tiie idea wood screws are used in the United States 
ve of meet- ■ that they wore dise:i,-.-iug ‘'is deM:&biiitr 'é-'-h year.

,;,reey. ri.i: , ; ,;t : a« a member of , he so 
' “s • ‘- <’■ -. j -i. i s!..'XV uf

it t«> you. ÀA: :ivo or (i Sicilian who tinned 
; told me of his initiation int ■;!Dr. Braneato also attended Lupo, 

Mordlo and other Black Ilnuders on 
s"VeraI occasions.

1 ’ ' was conducted to (he j»la 
ing x.;*Ji tin* greatc t

I'u'V'Ted \" lti• :i. ;-

ltomauo was a dupe 
of the society, lie told me that he he Ii Hv by “Nick”

Uuui&no'a professional services the y owns | Terranova that »!v ' him. There was
i c was a telegram ""1‘ ’ll‘lllv 1 That excessive talking i*

on .L i.rj; -iit.a nii.ulier
’n » » seciiied to be

m dangerous 
di.-ease is a theo; y «n^netd 1... alieved Dr. Braneato xvas also a dupe. I

-. ii* _ ..a.• *_i, » t* ’11 \\ GlgiilUn ic.çutlüt. 1- M
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o-date Self Closing, Bubbling 
pressing the foot petal.

it is absolutely sanitary and

81 COLBORNE

STREET

Carts, Express Wagons, all at special prices 
AT

UTCLIFFE, Ltd.
OVE MERCHANTS

R HARDWARE
yHERE TO BUY IT

..........$8.00 to $85.00
I‘‘White Mountain’'.................$2.50 to $10.00
kges and Hot Plates........,.$10.00 to $120.00
fanges and Hot Plates............$2.50 to $50.00
[ ................................................... 75c to $12.50
..................................................... $2.00 to $6.50
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x.luring June, you require 
or two wedding gifts come 
see us. We think you can 
from us xvhat you want.
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