
PARLIAMENTARY DEBATES.

rized by the constitution of this country, to
take lnto consideration every varlety of sub-
jects, not merely those relative to the business
of the province, but all mattersconnected with
tie >ublic defence. In fact as we are at pres-
ent situated I regard the defence of this coun-
try as resting with very great weigh1t upon the
Legislature and Government. Therefore I
consider this House is the proper tri-
bunal, responsible as it is to the ipeople, for
the discussion and consideration of such
subjects. My object in rising is to put an
enquiry to the Government upon the follow-
ing points:-"As to the aupointment, composi-
tion and functions of the Militia Convention or
Court now ln session in this city, the prob-
able expense of the sane, and froua what
funds payable." If upon a subject like
this it is deened advisable to authorise the
holding of a Convention, why not also consid-
or that other material interests of this country
denand protection? There are the fisheries
and agriculture, which are at this moment lu
great'jeopardy, as I regard it, froua the action
of the United States in reference to the Reci-
procity Treaty. If, sir, it be competent upon
matters relative to the defences of the country
to hold a Convention like this, why we eau say
that the peop)le representing the agricultural
and fishing interests have a right also to their
Convention, and that it should be maintaiued
as the one in question at the public expense.
However, looking at the powers entrusted to
this House, I am disposed to resist.*the course
taken in the present case.

Lon. PROv. SECY. replied-The subject
which the lion. member for Guysboro bas
brought prominently under the notice of this
House is one that will be regarded, I am sa-
tisfied, by all the menbers of this Legislature
as one of great importance, and I am a little
surprised, I confess, at the tone which the
bon. gentleman lias seen fit to take in relation
to it. Thtat lion. gentleman is well acquainted
with the past management-of the department
to which this question relates-the defence,
the nilitia organization of this country-aind
must know thsat up to the present time a
great portion of the responsibility bas
devoived upon the Commander-in-Chief, and
not so directly upon tIe Ministry of the
day. Now I do not intend to discuss at this
moment how far luîiny judgment it is wise
that the Government of the day should step
in and take a prominent position in relation
to the militia, or how far it is judiclous that
this Legislature, in the exercise of its undoubt-
ed functions, should take such a course as
would devolve the responsibilityof thisbranch
of the publie business upon the Governmsent
of the day more directly than bas hitherto been
the case. I am frank to say, that whilst I
think there is a great deal of force in the obser-
vations wlhich have fallen from the lion. men-
ber for Guysboro'-whilst I think that the Go-
vernment of the day is, necessarily to a large
extent, responsible for every step that involves
the expuenditure of public money, yet I have
hitherro felt, and do now feel a great deal
of heitation in regard to that branch of
tihe public service which does not influence
me in respect to any other. Al governments
up toisthe present day have shown the utmost
deli&eacy in taking any course of action that
migiit possibly 'lead to the impression that
potical inluences or party objects were mix-

ed up with the militia organization of tiis
province. The bon. member for Guysborough
is well aware that the appointinehts in the
militia, frouam the highest to the lowest, iave
taken place up to the present upon tise au-
thority of the Commander-in-Ciief, and have
been made upon a basis totally different fromn
the ot'ier appointments connected with the
Civil Service of the co-untry. Whetlher it
is wise or not to continue that policy-wheth-
er it would be advisable for the Government to
comie in and assume a gre.rter responsibility,
it is for the House to consider. I an aware
that in New Brunswick the local Governminent
is much more closely connected with the Mili-
tia than we are in this province. In Canada
the same thing prevails to a still larger
extent. Sir Etienne Tache, for instance, is not
only Premier but Minister of Militia. As res-
pects the information asked for, I have no
doubt it will be granted.

DISPATCHES

Hon PRzov. SEc. laid on the table copies of
correspondence between Downing Street and
the War Office relative to the matter of supply
ing clothing. Also copies of-a circular relative
to the supply of stores from the War Depart-
ment.

Mr. COLIN CAIPBELL suggested that these
papers be referred to the Convention now ait-
tang, The President of that body, he under-
stood, was also Chairman of the Iilitia Cota-
mittee.

Mr. LEVESCONTE would ask bon. gentle-
men, if they were Colonels of regiments of mi-
litia, and were called upon by the Command-
er-in-Chief to perform certain duties, would
they refuse to obey the orders?

Mr. Ross regretted that the InspectingField
Ofdicer for Cape Breton (Col. Reade) was not
present at the convention. The services of a
gentleman so well able to give opinions on tie
subjects under consideration, would be in-
valuable.

PETITION,

Mr. MILLER presented a petition from Mr.
J. Fuller of Arichat, Clerk of Schools, in rela-
tion to certain money alleged to be due him in
connection with the services of Education.

The petition was referred to the Committee
on Education.

TtHE SCHOOL BILL.

Mr. CowrE presented a petition from the
South District of Queen's praying the repeal
of the School Law oflast Session.

Mr. P. SuvYTHx presented a petition from the
county of Inverness on the same subject.

BREAKWATER.

Mr. JNO. CAMPBELL presented a petition
from inhabitants of Brooklynn, in the county
of Queens', asking for aid towards the con-
struction of a breakwater. It was handed to
the Financial Secretary, as it asked for a mo-
ney grant.

AGED TEACHERS.

Mr. WHITAN. presented a petition from
Mrs. A. Starrit, an aged school teacher, in Au-
napolis, asking for a free grant ofland.

RECIPROCITY TREATY.

The Pov. SECY., by command of His Ex-
cellency, laid on the table of the House des-
patches from Lord Lyons to the Governor:
General, Lord Monck, on the subject of the


