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June 20, 1917

ALFALFA TIPS

Flas to do everything quick whes
you work with alfalfa

Cuttisg should commence when 10 per
cent. of the plasts are in _bloom As
SOk A the grees sprosts begis te
show &l the roots of the alfalfs there
s aothing ' be guined by leaviag
stand any loager

Under po conditions should alfalfs be
raked, busched or stored while it
wetl with dew or rain. 1If this s done
it s Habie 1o heat

Cut alfaifs on & day that promises to
be fair. Bet the mower bar o that it
will cut high snough 1o aet injure the
young shoots. If rain prevests the cut
ting of the crop ustil the shoots are
longer, sgl the cutting bar higher still
Clippis} off these fresh growths delays
the development of the following crogp

Is barvesting alfalfs three things
should be remembered: First, that its
feoding value s greatest if cut just
after blooming has commenced; second,
that the lenves which fall off with the
slightest proveeatios when dry cosntais
by far the most valuable part of the
crop, and thard, that rains set caly dis
color the crop and make it less palatable
and less digestible but alse remove in
sclution much of the sutritions part of
the fodder

In srder 1o save the greatest part of
the loaves the curing of alfalfs in cocks
s recommendad. It takes more time
but makes far better hay. Hake shortly
after cutting and busch immediately
It may be secessary to turs the bunches
out & few hours before stacking to Jet
the lowes layer next the greuad dry
out. Do not make the bunches too hig
they may mould and heat

The turiag process that goes on after
the alfalfa s cut is quite resmarkable
Nelther the lsaves sir the slolne are
fead The life processss of the plant
continue and the molsture moves ap the
siom 1o 1he leaves, resuiting i & i
form drying of the bay. The ave
st as pumps ia Their dylag sttompis
o secule moure molsture

When bay b been stared in the
mew ar the slack after being llcl-“.
Iy sured in the sock it will retain e
bright green ccler. If it s steeed »
little on the grees side, while the stoms
sl contain & tossidensbie amount of
plast Juice, heating asd fer talice
seear in the sack and & very srematie
and palatable brows bay resuite N
should ot however, be stured so grees
that it will bt or moul

There will be no bay the frst your
The second yeur the aifaifa will be
teady fof cutting sad twe crope wil
be availabie for the growing sass. Te
£ 1he best quality of bay the owiting

must be deas whea the s amt »
Slosssm, which will be the atter pant
of June the fost time and sarly in As
et for the sseond i be erep
shapld et e t ate s W e
Alfalifa shoeuld et resais uposed s

the swarth f sy leagth of time

The Brst yeur the Seld shonld e
bpped with & mowey when the alfaifs
and weeds » ahogh sin lnehes high
and the ;.;,.y.- remais on the
feld o Torm wieb Thin will hald
he wonds i cheek. Far the alfaifs 1
® bt o bave the tutting bar of the

momer wt » that M » sl i jure e
s of 1 ant o advisabis 0
P 1S ar Thiee 1} = during the am
- et The am ¥ W hesid st be
sler Lhan Asges Levsune « woider

able grewts shca remain on 'he el

M OA » «tr t.te-

I e Nghly desirabis 1 Aowp otawm b
Toum gresing . alfnils 15+ Brst Yo
In fact, alfaifs shouid at be pastured

s

encemmively at & Time, and ae gresing
ouid Le emplated asstil the cruy
@ Thoruughiy sstabliobhed and the pb
roots well des cioped The B4 shonie
B AL e bt the third o Tourth yeae
afer seding Pastariag e the I
ToRr » MYE 5 tondensy '» & pure the

alfaify crowns and wheore the slar bk are
sliswmed Lo v e 1he surface of the
feld may be roughensd W treamj . ng
"han 1A » . e

The jracticibility of the varives wars
f gotting slfaifs Say iste sondities
for the mow or stach will depand large
iy spea 'he lamainy, leal weaiber e

Giticas and the sltimate value snd wee
o 1he bay Just mhich methed sheuld

b send  lnrgeiy & mattar of 1he farm

ot o individeal judgment
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