
MISS E. F. GABOON, POET MKDWAT.
At Port Medwsy we bite lately bed «rider.ce 

of the power of greoe even under eerere effiie- 
tion end in the peine of deetb. Mise Emir e P. 
Cehoon, daughter of Mr. Atwood Ceboon, et 
the ege of thirty bee peeeed to her rewerd.— 
When sixteen yeere of ege she wee led while 
residing et Petite Ririere to g ire her beert to 
Ood, end upon her return home united with the 
Free Beptiet Church. Afterwerd while in St. 
John, N. B., ehe wee essocieted more then for
merly with Méthodiste, end wee so much p'eesed 
with their views end services thet on removing 
to the United Stetee ehe identified herself with 
them, end for the pest seven yeere enjoyed ell 
the edventegee of connexion with the M. E 
Church. Sometime in Februery lest ehe took 
e severe cold, for which ehe could find no relief, 
end in Mey her friends et home received intel
ligence thet ehe wee et the point of deeth from 
consumption. Her sister went to bet immedi- 
etely, end finding ber e little better, brought her 
home. Hope end feer alternated, until it wes 
too evident ehe could live but e short time. At 
first she wee coneiderebly troubled, not with 
doubt es to her ecceptenoe with Bod, but it wee 
so solemn to die, end ehe bed much for which 
to live. After e severe struggle ehe wes enebled 
to trust in Christ to the surrendering of every 
eertbly tie, end during intense phyeicel suffering, 
her mind wes kept in perfect peece. She re
commended Christ to ell, end e short time be- 
fore her deeth eeid to her fether, who welching 
her distress, excleimed, “ Poor girl ; ” “ Don’t 
cell me poor, 1 em rich, I em going home to be 
with Jeeue." Her dying testimony ellevietes the 
sorrow of the bereeved ones, while God ene 
hies them to eey, “ Thy wUl be done." She 
died Sept. 23rd, end wee buried on the subse
quent Sebbeth. A sermon wee preeched on the 
ocoesion in the Beptiet church, from 1 Cor. *«■ 
67, to e very lerge getbering of friends end re- 
letivee, end it is to be hoped God blessed the 
word. F- « W. P.

Megan.
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Massachusetts Methodist Conven
tion.

Our United Sûtes Correspondent hes given 
eome eccount of the Methodist Convention held 
in Boston recently. We gleen from Zion’s 
Herald e few further perticulers of interest.
Our contemporary remarks :—

The first Stete Convention ever held of Me- 
1-1 thodists, as such, assembled et Grace Church worth time 

in this city, on Monday evening of last week, 
end adjourned on Wednesday evening. It was 
a marked and acknowledged success. The New 
England Convention that gathered here two 
years ago was larger, but wes not otherwise 
superior. This was fully atUnded, and all parti 
of the Suu were represented. From Dr. Went' 
worth’s opening sermon to Bishop Campbell’s 
speech at the close, everything ran like oil. Not 
a jar, nor a blemish marred iU symmetry.

Rev. Dr. Thayer, Presiding Elder of the Bos
ton District, gave an addreee of welcome. He 
set forth the object of the Convention. One 
object was to secure the unity of Methodism, 
which is of great importance as there are paru 
of four Conferences in the Sute beeidee the New 
England Conference, which is entirely within 
the limiu of the State. We ought to be united 
and identify ourselves with the educational, re
formatory, charitable, end general religious in
terests of the Plate. His address was chaste 
impreesive and eloquent

Rev. D. DorchesUr, Presiding Elder of Wor
cester District, read the first essay. Subject,
The Present StaU of Methodism in Massachu- 
aetts. He referred to the fact that the firet ap 
pointment in the StaU bears date of 1790. The 
valuation of church properly has increased 
rapidly, until now the churches and parsonages 
are worth $2,548,000. an average of $70 per 
member. Hie subject was one of great impor
tance, but such a etudent and master of his 
subject will ever be equal to his task.

Rev. J. D. King, of Fall River, read an essay 
on the Nature and Demands of the Sunday 
School Work. He showed what the Sunday 
School ought to be and ought to do. The Sab
bath School will fail unless it bring to Christ.
There should be sush a change as will enable 
the pastor to give a conversational sermon. He 
thought half of the Sabbath work should be for 
the Sunday School. Hie thoughts were well 
arranged and clearly set forth. His views in 
regard to the importance of substituting the 
Sundey School for one service appeered almoat 
prophétie. He considered teaching was preach
ing,end that a Uaoher should be a strong ally of 
the minieUr.

Rev. W. R. Clark, of East Boston, thought 
that not more than one fourth of the teechers 
were competent. The children suffered conse
quently. The Sunday School should be consider
ed a part of the church. The pastor should be 
de fado Superintendent

Rev. G. Haven advocated more time for the 
service, and a higher quality in the library 
books.

Rev. L. B. Bates, of New Bedford, a great 
worker in the Sunday School, addressed the 
Convention. He has about one thousand in his 
schocL It is the largest in the State. His idea 
was that there was a difficulty growing out of 
separating the school from the church. The 
pastor should be in the Sunday School.

Rev. D. Dorchester, Presiding Elder of Wor
cester District, presented a resolution recom
mending that the school take the place of one 
service.

A Committee was appointed to preaent a 
plan for the better working of the Sunday 
Schools. The report.will be published.

In the afternoon, after various routine busi
ness Dr. Butler introduced Rev. Mr. Parker, of 
the mission in India. He delivered an address 
upon hia mission work in that far-off land. He 
had not been accustomed to speak in Engliah 
for nearly ten years, hence he did not feel at 
home. In India they do not go to meeting, 
hence we go after them, end preach at the wells 
and at the fairs. At these faire large numbers 
assemble. They hold whet" might be cabled 
camp meetings. He never saw less than 600,- 
000 at these. He had seen 7,000,000.

Rtv. J. H. Mansfield presented an essay on 
revivals. Its facts were weighty an! convinc
ing.

Rev. L. B. Dates followed with another essay 
upon the same euhjict. He firet endeavored to 
show what revivals are, and then the way to 
promote them. This essay was full of stirring 
thought and attended with power.

Evenino Session. Met in Tremont Tem
ple at seven o’clock. Rev. J. O. Peck led the 
devotional exercises. F. A. Clapp, Esq., of 
Worcester, read an able and elaborate essay on 
“ Church Enterprice.” He discloaed some of 
the feulte of the church. He referred to facte 
and figures clearly showing that our church ia 
not doing what is demanded. Rev. Geo. P.
Wilson, of Lawrence, presented an essay on

City Missions. It wes a very earnest effort to 
awsken deep concern in the minds of Christ- 
tiaas for the destitute.

The audience was eviden'ly anxious for all 
other business to stop, that they might hear the 
Rev. Wm. Morley Punshon, who had been 
previously announced. Long and loud cheers 
attended hie introduction. At first he did not 
appear to be at home, but he soon warmed up 
with his et'drees, and eome of hie thoughts were 
completely electrfying,

Wednesday Morning—At 8J o’clock Dr. 
Wentworth commenced the'love feast. Althongh 
stormy, a good congregation was present to 
enjoy the peculiarly interesting gathering. Be
tween thirty and forty spoke. Some of the 
fathers were there who hsd been in the minis
try nearly fifty years. All the New England 
Stetee were represented in the meeting. It was 
a glorious time. Iadic was represented by the 
missionary and hie wife.

The president then called upon Rev. L. T. 
Townsend, of Boston, to present an eeeey upon 
the subject assigned to him, “ The Controversy 
between the True end Pretended Christianity.-" 
It was a remarkable production. Ihe paper 
might well be called an exposition of evangelical 
truth, and a thorough refutation of the most 
dangerous antagonisms of true religion. He 
believed while we should treat all who differed 
from us gentlemanly, that we abould exchange 
shots with them—but not pulpits. His closing 
thoughts thrilled the large congregaiion who 
heartily cheered the speaker. The anther was 
requested to furnish the address for publication, 
Fifteen hundred copies were subscribed for, snd 
David Snow, E>q., of Boston, gave $100 to 
meet the expense.

Dr. True spoke of hie relatione to the Unita
rians. He desired to have them come to the 
evangelical doctrine.

Rev. G Haven did not believe in the rightto 
admit to our pulpits those who did not preach 
aalvation througn the blood of Christ Pro
longed cheers indicated the feeling of the in
telligent Christiana present 

Professor Eben Tourjee read a chaste and 
excellent essay on Church Music. He thought 
the masses should learn to sing. He doubted 
whether we should worship by exclusive choir 
singing. The minister should preach on sacred 
music. A choir is needed only to lead. They 
should be in the rear of the pulpit. The organ 
of course should be in the came place. Children 
should be drilled a half hour in each session of 
the Sundey School. He wes of the opinion 
that there should be a concert before the Sunday 
evening prayer meeting to prepare for the social 
singing. He opposed quartette singing, and be
lieved that at leaat six voices should be on each 
part of the music.

The session was extended to give Dr. Went- 
to present his essay on the same

subject.
He said psalms, hymns and spiritual songs 

should be the subjects of song. He said we 
needed voice to be able to sing, also tra ning, 
He thought to place four persons in front of a 
large organ to do the singing was simply ridieu 
loua. Congregational singing ie feasible. The 
reason of its failure frequently ie on account of 
the fact that the choir get their backs up.

It waa a spicy ad dress. His contrast between 
the poetry of Watte and Wesley was truly sub 
lime.

Afternoon Session.—Rev. Dr. W. F. War- 
ren, of the Boston Theological Seminary, pre
sented his essay. Subject : “ The Responsibili
ties of Methodism in Massachusetts in the work 
of Education.” His essay indicated profound 
research and a perfect meatery of hie subject. 
He proved clearly that our denomination had 
not done their share ee teechers of the maseee. 
He thought there was no reason why we should 
not do as much as others. He edvocated earn
estly the more full endowment of that Theolo
gical Seminary, and the waiving of all other 
projects till that ia completed. When he closed 
by climax, long cheering followed.

Wednesday.—Rev. M. M. Parkhurst, of 
Stoneham, presented the esaay assigned him,— 
" Position and duty of the M. E. Church on 
Temperance.’’

He was glad that our church has always been 
right in theory. Last fall, out of 1050 who re
sponded to the inquiry whether they favored 
license or prohibition, fifty ministers were in 
fevor of license. One half were Roman Catho
lics, one fourth Unitarians, and some among the 
evangelical denominations. Not one waa con
nected with the Methodist Episcopal Church.

The esaay waa timely, and did great credit to 
Bro. Parkhurst, who ie an able and interesting 
lecturer and worker in the cause.

Rev. A. J. Church, of Edgartown, said law 
can be enforced. He lived where not a man has 
the moral courage to open a bar-room. Their 
jail ie to let.

Rev. J. O. Peck, of Worcester, thought such 
truth as the lecture contained ie needed even 
among Christian men. The party that will ig
nore this subject in politics ought to die.

Bishop Campbell, of the African M. E. Church 
delivered an eloquent address. Hsd no one seen 
hie face they would have considered him an earn
est and accomplished Yankee minister. When 
he declared that they had no idea of aelling out 
to the Unitarians, and that he was a Methodist 
dyed in the wool, the cheering wae loud and 
long.

The doxology was sung, and Father Taylor 
pronounced the benediction.

Thus closed one of the most interesting meet
ings we have ever attended. One intelligent 
minister said he would not have it blotted from 
memory for fifty dollars.

The hope that it will be repeated annually un
til the milleninm will meet a response in many 
hearts.

Upon a review of the proceedings the Her
ald remarks :—The Convention took advanced 
ground on all the questions that come before the 
church. It approved the raising of $200,060 for 
the Theological Seminary, and took especial care 
not to disapprove of the Boston Methodist Uni
versity. It approved of the publication of a 
first-class Methodist Literary Magazine from 
this centre ; called on the Missionary Board to 
strengthen its force and policy, promised to give 
it the aid of the churches in the State to make 
its jubilee a grand success ; approved heartily 
of the New England Educational Society ; de- 
c ared firmly for Prohibition, and againit any 
party that refused to put it in its platform ; and 
called for the development of the Sunday 
School department into a complete and popular 
service for halt the Sabbath and all the people 
This was no small amount of work, and crowded 
every moment with business.

Two of its most noticeable essayi were writ
ten by laymen : that on Church Temporalities, 
by Frederick A. Clapp, Esq., and that on 
Church Music, by Prof. Tourjee, the director of 
the New England Conservatory of Music. Both 
were highly creditable and popular, full of pun
gent teachings and broad ptincip'es. The es
say that attracted the most attention was by 
Prof Townsend, of the Theological Seminary ; 
a very brilliant elimination of the leading ec
clesiastical error of the day, wh'ch has just at
tained a practical triumph in the New York 
“ Liberal" Convention. His discourse was re
ceived with the heartiest approval, and unani

mously voted to be published in a pamphlet by 
itself. Fif'een hundred copies were subscribed 
for on the spot, and David Snow, Esq, added a 
donation of one hundred dollars, in order to 
make the edition as cheap and as broadcast as 
possible. We" much mistake if all evangelical 
churches do not see in it a defence of the gospel 
mos’ courteous, keen and conclusive.

Bishop Campbell, of the African M. E. Churoh, 
closed the Convention with an eloquent declar
ation of their oneness with us, and of their sure 
return to their mother. He declared that under 
no circumstances would they be false to their 
Methodist experience, doctrines and usages 
They had served God in poverty, and money 
would not bribe them from the faith. He was 
a Methpdist dyed in the wool ! The Conven
tion gave him a hearty reception, and showed 
that so far as it is concerned, he and his church 
need not wait another moment before they re
turned.

Mr, Punshon’s addreee before the Convention 
on Tuesday evening was a happy episode. Tre
mont Temple wae filled. He declared that this 
was the first Methodist State Convention ever 
assembled, gave it a warm greeting, handsome
ly defended the church, and spoke inspiringly 
on largeness ol soul as essential to all true and 
triumphant living, whether personal, ecclesias
tical or national. The love feast was a happy 
hour. Brethren of all the Conferences in the 
S ate spoke ol their common love and joy, and 
missionaries from India echoed theh* bliss from 
across the sea.

The Convention was like the broad boule
vards, shaded, grassy and flowery, that encircles 
the narrow streets of ancient towns. It cast 
around our Conference bars and gates and 
crooked boundaries, a broad pathway full of at
traction. It brought all parts of the State to
gether, and made them feel as never before 
their unity and the unity of the church they 
love.

Mr. Punshon's great oration fitly crowned the 
whole. Every eligible seat was occupied, and 
nearly two thousand dollars taken ; the largest 
amount ever realized i* this city tor a single 
lecture, and only excelled, if excelled, by Mr. 
Dickens. The most celebrated of living story 
tellers brought no larger sums to bis purse than 
this Methodist minister, unknown before hie 
coming to America to most of the city, did,—not 
to his purse, tor he puts no money there, as be 
could easily do, but to the chanties of the church. 
He conquered his situation. He came herald, 
ed chiefly by his-own church ; he left having 
achieved the highest place as a platform orator. 
Henceforth when he speaks here, the car
riages of the most fashionable classes, like Naa- 
man’s chariot, will stand at the door of this 
prophet of the Lord. His best trait is hie reli 
gion. He never lets you forget that he is 
Christian. The too frequent abandonment by 
gospel ministers of their Saviour and their ser
vice when they mount the lecture rostrum, are 
rebuked by this master of them all, who wears 
on these boards the robes of his sacred office as 
easily and charmingly as at the very altar 
sacrifice. Boston invites, hopes, and expects 
him to give her all his lectures. She will not 
be satisfied with less.

Letter from the United States.
MASSACHUSETTS METHODIST CONVENTION.

The Methodists in Massachusetts have held 
a very interesting Convention in Boston, which 
closed on the evening of the 14th inst. 
programme was as follows :—

Sermon on evening preceding the Conven 
tion, by E. Wentworth of Pittsfield.

Opening address, L. R Thayer.
Tne responsibilities of Methodism in Massa

chusetts in the matter of education, W. F. War
ren.

The nature and demand of Sunday-schools 
in this Sute, J. D. King, D. C. Knowles.

The preaent duty ol the Methodist Church 
on the subject of temperance in Massachusetts, 
M. M. Parkhurst, E. A. Smith.

How may we more fully unite the influence 
of Methodism in Massachusetts ? Gilbert Ha-

Relations of orthodoxy to error, Luther T. 
Townsend, William Rice.

Ibe importance ol local Church history, S. 
W. Coggeshall.

The temporalities of the Church, F. A. Clapp, 
Jeremiah Pease.

The state of the work in the rural districts, D. 
Sherman.

Church Music, Prof. Eben. Tourjee, E. Went
worth.

The responsibilities of the Methodist Church 
in regard to the neglected populations of our 
cities, George P. Wilson, of Lawrence, W. F. 
Malalieu.

The present state of Methodism in Masiachu 
setts, Daniel Dorchester.

The work of revivals, L. W. Walswortb, of 
Great Barrington, H. Mansfield, Lewis B. 
Bates.

The Convention was largely attended, and 
the subjects in the programme were discussed 
with great ability. Rev. Mr. Parker, one of 
our missionaries in India who had recently re' 
turned to the United States on account of ill 
health was present, and invited to address the 
Convention, which he did much to the satisfac
tion and profit of all present. He commenced 
by saying that be did not feel at home, as for 
the first time in ten years he was now address
ing an audience like this. In India, ss the peo
ple won’t come to church we build none of 
them, but go to the bazaars where they congre
gate, and around the wells at night we talk and 
read to the three or five hundred people who 
scarce ever fail to number at least three hun
dred. This work he greatly loved. Again, we 
go out to the villages, and wait till the farmers 
begin to come in from their work, and commenc- 
ing to sing,the people will cluster around till an 
audience is asiembled, when we commence 
preaching. We watch for the great religious 
fairs that occur in the land, and the people ex
pect us to attend them as much as they do their 
own priests. Formerly we gave away a book 
to every one that could read, and finally we 
adopted the practice of aelling them, until we 
sell more now than formerly we gave away.

At one large fair at Moradabad, on the banks 
of the Ganges, which is nothing more nor less 
than a Hindoo camp meeting, at which often 
600,000 people are present, and sometimes they 
have been known to aggregate 7,000,000 by 
government count. From 7 am, to 2, pm, 
and from 3 till dark, we are in the habit of 
preaching, three at a time, to the crowds that 
will gather around, I, said the speaker, have 
been one of four standing in a cart, and all 
simultaneously preaching, and though in the 
loudest tone of voice, without disturbing each 
other. The books we circulate in this way go 
through the country far and near. On one oc
casion a little fellow picked up a book and ask
ed a comrade what it was V “ O," said the 
one intarrogsted, ** that is the book in which it 
is written, “ In the beginning was the Word, 
and the Word wss God.” I overheard it, and 
in astonishment I asked where he had learned 
that, and he immediately replied, “ O, I found 
a book just like that in such a fair !” and on 
further examination I found him, said Mr. F., 
able to repeat a great deal more of that goipel 
of which he had just uttered a fragment.

Mr. P. continued to describe the modus ope- 
randi in which the missionaries carry on their 
work, and especially bow they interjected in

their books, Ac , such passages es “ God is love,’
“ Jesus Christ is the Son of God," seeking to 
indoctrinate the minds of the H ndoo readers 
by the frequency with which these fundamental 
phrases are made to recur.

At the request of several, Mr. P. related how 
the native preacher “ Andreas,” carries on his 
work. Un one occasion Andreas came to him 
saying that a groupe of men gave him a great 
deal of trouble. •' Well, what is the matter, 
Andreas V “ I don’t like to let them read tkeir 
elementary school books on Sunday—and they 
can’t do anything else." He was told that the 
best thing be could do was to let them study 
their primers and spelling books, tor they can 
only get able to read the Bible in this way. 
Rev. Mr. P. then gave a brief history of this 
native preacher, who, from one of the most de
graded, end filthy, and wretchedly wicked men 
as a native priest, had become one of the roost 
devout Christian workers. A delegation of 
Hindoos once came for Andreas to come and 
stay witn them, thinking that they could entice 
him back again to his ways of wretchedni 
Andreas went, and proved so great a disap
pointment to them, such an enemy to all their 
wicked practices, that they were in ^rouble how 
to get rid of him, for he wae not in the least in
clined to go back again, but poured in on them 
bis earnest exhortations to turn from their sins, 
till some whole families were soundly converted# 
and commenced leading a life of prayer in the 
presence of a’l their neighbours. The account 
the speaker gave of the mischievous attempts of 
the Hindoos to put a stop to this preaching, snd 
to break Uj> the meetings were amusing be
yond description. But the best of all the state
ments made by the speaker, was that the Hin
doos p-ofesiing conversion under the labours of 
Andreas stand firmly in tkeir new faith, with 
no signs of yielding to the earnest and persist
ent efforts made to divert them again Into the 
ways and habits of heathenism.

We have in Massachusetts one entire Con
ference and parts of four others, so that many 
of the Methodist ministers in the State never 
see each other at their Conferences. The Con
vention furnished an opportunity for them to 
meet and enjoy a pleasant season of Christian 
intercourse and fellowship. It is proposed to 
hold such a Convention annually, and no doubt 
it will add greatly to the strength and influence 
of Methodism in the State.

THE ANNUAL CONFERENCES 
have nearly all held their sessions for the sea
son, and the reports are moit encouraging. The 
increase of members will be large, though not 
as large as last year. The literary and Theo
logical institutions were never so prosperous. 
The Centenary collections, meet of which were 
devoted to these institutions, have greatly aided 
in placing them on a permanent basis. Church 
building seems to demand the special attention 
of the people. Church edifices have been 
erected, or are in process of erection at all 
pointe, and many of them are among the best 
edifices of the kind in the country.

The press is well sustained. All the Advo
cates, except one or two in the Southern States, 
are paying their expenses, and most of them 
are a source of profit to the Church. The Quar 
lerly, I am sorry to say is, not patronized as 
should be, its subscription list being scarcely 
more than enough to meet the expense of its 
publication. The Book Concern, is the most 
extensive publishing house of the land, unless 
the Harper’s is an exception. Its business 
immense, and is a great power for Methodism 
in the country.

Evening," and '•Life» Quiet Hours,” most 
charming works for gift-books.

The American 'l rad Society have issued 
• Ike Son of Man," by 7 hot. Wicket, D U , a 
work of great value, and should be extensively 
circulated and read. It ie ihe Life of Christ, 
written in a style the most attractive, and is 
just the work to put into the hands of all young 
persons.

Cecil.

As well might a man be ex- many that are here first sha 1 be last, ami the 
ast first.— Texas Advocate.

.Our Sunday Schools.
To the Editor of the Provincial Wesleyan :

Dear Sir,—I beg to thank you for the con
densed report of the proceedings of the Sabbath 
School Convention lately held in St. Catherine's, 
Oatario.lwhich appesred in your paper of the 
28th ult.

That article is perhaps the beet on Sunday 
School affaire which has been given to us for a 
long time. It contains in brief, the results of 
much reading—observation—and experience.

I take the liberty of thus referring to the re
port in question, that a few suggestions may be 
made known, which on its perusal, and in eub- 
etquent reflection, occurred to the writer.

Would it not be well if our ministers every
where would assure themselves that their helpers 
the Sabbath School Teachers in their respective 
Circuits have an opportunity of reading the re- 
port, either in their own, or in eome kind neigh
bor’s Provincial Wesleyan f

Might it not be well if at an early Teachers’ 
meeting, even if a special meeting for the pur
pose were appointed,to here tne article carefully 
read, and made the subject of calm, thoughtfui 
conversation, with a view to carrying out its 
good suggestions as fully as possible in every 
School ? The Teachers might converse most 
on those points which most concerned the state 
of their own ScbooL And let us hope that a 
pleasing account of eome of such meetings will 
be furnished for the columns of your journal.

Would not the Teachers do well to hold among 
themselves at least occasionally, say once a 
month, such a Bible class as wae conducted at 
the Convention by Dr. Duryea ? They would 
then meet their scholars prepared for the duties 
of the day. Much profit requires suitable effort, 
and surely in this matter the inducements ate 
the highest.

And, finally, should not the Sabbath Schco] 
Teachers of Nova Scotia, and the other mari
time provinces, begin to ask whether a Conven1 
tion for the promotion of Sabbath School effi
ciency may not be as practicable and as profitable 
here as elsewhere P

These suggestions are most respectfully sub 
milted by a lover of yeuth, and

An Old Teacher.
November 2, 1868.

spiritual decay, 
p.cted to retain his vital forces in their full 
vigor without inhaling the pure air, as for a 
church to continue spiritually healthful whose 
members do not avail themselves of the in
vigorating atmosphere of the prayer meeting.

Finally, Christians are directed to •• prgy 
always with all prayer." Private prayer ie 
necessary, family prayer ie excellent ; but all

Spiritual Hydropathy.
Zion's Hera d bar Ike fo lowing on the N,« 

Version St. Paul was willing to be counted a 
(ool for the eske ot the truth as it is in Jesus. 
But when a man is willing to be counted a loci

i , , _... because of his mierepresenietum of the truth inprayer is not yet employed, and consequently the . . “ 10
„ __ , _ ,V_J_____ . v- !tbe interest of sectanamim, be displays no such

He is simply willing to be
efficscy of prayer in all its methods cannot be 
tested without tbe use of public prayer. The 
public praying of the Sabbath ie cot fined almost 
exclusively to tbe pulpit ; no connected suppli
cations are beard ascending from the pews. 
Besides, these prayers are tew, amounting 
where two sermons are preached on the Sab
bath, to only three or four a week in the aggre
gate. Now tbe prayer meeting affords scope 
and encouragement for all Christians who can 
clothe tkeir petitions in appropriate forme of 
speech to offer them in the presence ol, and in 
union with, the assembled church. And vain ia 
the expectation of spiritual prosperity by that 
church which does not offer this sort of praysr. 
—Methodist.

THE MISSIONARY SOCIETY 
is at present somewhat embarrassed with debt, 
owing largely to the Centenary collections, but 
this embarrassment need no longer exist. An 
efficient administration of the Society would 
soon place it not only out of debt, but in a con 
dition to do far more than ever to convert the 
world to Christ.

RELIGIOUS INTEREST.
Our churches are blessed generally with 

good religious interest, and some of them are 
enjoying most interesting and extensive revivals. 
Our late camp meetings have contributed 
largely to this result The work of holiness, 
which was greatly revived at these meetings, ie 
spreading in the churches. We are looking for 
an extensive revival throughout our work. The 
prospect for .general outpouring of the Spirit 
is moat encouraging.

BOOES, AUTHORS, &Cl 
Messrs. Harpers have just issued several most 

interesting and valuable works, among which 
are •• The Invasion or the Crimea ; its 
origin and an account of its progress down 
the death of Lord Raglan,” by Alexander 
Kinglake ; “ History of the American 
Civil War," by John William Draper, MD, 
LL D„ to be completed in three elegant octavo 
vols, the second of which ie now ready ; 11 The 
Spanish Conquest in America, and its Rela
tions to the History of Slavery, and the Govem- 
bent of the Colonies,” by Arthur Helps, in four 
vois. “ The Old World in its New Face 
Impressions of Europe in 1867-1868," by Hen
ry W. Bellows ; " Notes, critical, explanatory, 
and practical, on the Book of Psalms," by Al
bert Barnes, in three vola, the firet of which is 
now ready ; “ The Life of George Ste 
PHEXSON, AND HIS SON ROBERT SlEPHENSCN ; 
comprising, also, a history of the invention 
and introduction of the Railway Locomotive,' 
by Samuel Smiles, author of “ Self Help,” &c. : 
and “ Cyclofœdia of Biblical, Theolo
gical, and Ecclesiastical Literature," 
by the Rev. John M'Clintock, D.D, and James 
Strong, S. T.D., second voL now ready. This is 
the great Biblical and Theological work of the 
age, and should be the constant companion of 
all ministers and theological students. The 
periodicals of this extensive publishing house, 
were never in greater demand. They meet you 
every where, whether at home or abroad, or on 
whatever line of travel—you cannot fail to see 
the Monthly, Weekly and Bazar.

Messrs. Hurd k Houghton are issuing the 
works of Robert South, in five vols, octavo, two 
vole, of which are now ready. This is a most 
valuable work, and will be highly appreciated 
by all ministers. They also continue to issue in 
part •• Dr. Wm. Smith’s Bible Dictionary," re
vised and edited by Pro/. H. B. Hackett, D.D., 
tbe thirteenth part now ready. This ie an sro- 
abridged edition of this great work, a work which 
every Bible reader and interpreter will find in
valuable.

Messrs. Ticknor f Fields advertise no 
than twenty-six new works and new editions 
during the lalL Among them are - Old Town 
Folks,” by Harriet Beecher Stowe ; “ Plain 
Thoughts on the Art of Living,” by Washington 
Gladden ; “ Smoking and Drinking,” by James 
Parton ; “ Diary and Correspondence of Henry 
Crabbc Robinson ;” and a new volume ol Poems, 
by James Russell Lowell.

Messrs. Lee h Shepard have just issued seve
ral choice works for the young folks. Among 
them are the “ Changing Rose,' by William 
Everett ; “ Dotty Dimple out West,” by Sophia 
May ; u The Little Spaniard,” by May Man- 
nering ; and “ Our Standard-Bearer, or the 
Life of Gen. U. S. Grant,” by Oliver Optic, a 
work of great interest. They have also issued

Wards of Hope ? Lifts Morning “ lifts

The Prayer Meeting.
If it be true that prayer ia tbe life of the 

Christian, it ie iqually true that tbe prayer 
meeting ie the life of the Church. Never since 
the time the disciples assembled in the upper 
room at Jerusalem, end •• all continued with 
one accord in prayer and supplication," has 
Church that has not held feet to the prayer 
meeting achieved permanent success. The 
Quakers have ignored this Christian institution 
end the consequence ie manifest to tbe world in 
their expiring life. True, they have believed in 
end have practiced prayer, but it has been chiefly 
silent, and unaccompanied by the melodies of 
grateful song. Methodists, on the other hand, 
have been distinguished for the number and fre
quency of their social religious eeivioee, chief 
among which ere the church prayer meetings, 
and the result is made known to the world, in 
tbe triumphant exhibit of its fruit, in this, iu 
first Centenary oommemoration.

The reasons why spiritual success cannot be 
secured in a Church without prayer meetings 
ere obvious. In the first place meetings for 
prayer and supplication ere enjoined es e duty 
by both inspired precept and example. “ For 
sake not the assembling of yourselves toge
ther.” " Where two or three are agreed on 
earth as touching any thing it shall be done 
unto them.” “ Let tbe word of Christ dwell in 
you richly, teaching and admonishing one ano
ther in psalms end hymns and spiritual songs, 
singing with grass in your hearts to the Lord." 
•' 1 exhort, therefore, thet, firet of all, supplica
tions, prayers, interoeeeione, and giving of thanks 
be made for all men." These end other Scrip
ture passages, taken in connection with the fact 
that the Bible uniformly recognizes the acts of 
prayer and praise as leading eiments of true wor
ship, together with the example of tbe inspired 
apostles and their coadjutors, render the meet- 
ieg for prayer sufficiently obligatory upcc the 
Church. It cannot be supposed that where such 
a plain duty ie disregarded piety can flourish.

Again : Christianity is adapted to the social 
laws of our being. It does not contravene 
them, but sanctifies end employe them for the 
holiest ends. It was never designed to expel 
us from society and cage us in monasteries, but 
with svery inspiration in harmony with the laws 
of our nature, it inculoatee the necessity of our 
patiently abiding in the flesh until our work ia 
done, and teaches us the duty of letting tar 
“ light shine before men.” In a certain degree 
this social element of religion finds develop
ment end exercise in the public worship of the 
churches.

But ihe extent to which this ia effected fails 
to fulfill its requirements. In the public con
gregation on Sebbsth the services are necessari
ly more formal, and there ia restraint arising 
from the presence of a promiscuous assembly, 
and from the fact that the minister is expected 
to perform most of tbe services. Modern cus
tom also has rendered the choir an indispensa
ble auxiliary of the pulpit in almost every 
church, so that the singing of the congregation 
ie chie fly performed by proxy. The preaching 
occupies most of the time, and the result ie thet 
that the ends of a social Christianity are im
perfectly attained by the regular Sabbath wor
ship.

Provision must be made, therefore, to meet 
our eooiel needs ie eome other way. The pro
vision is most happily attained in the weekly 
prayer meeting. It is the people’s meeting. It 
affords free play to the exercise of bellowed 
social feeling. There ie no rigid adherence to 
an established form. The interchange of sym
pathy ie unrestrained. The emotions flow forth 
in gushes of praisi. Inspiring touches of ex
perience are given by one and another, either in 
the overflowing of tbe heart in prayer, or in 
the apt and timely address. Exultant shouts 
buret forth from souls just liberated from the 
heaviness of" manifold temptations,” end flow
ing tears attest "the meltings of e broken 
heart.’’ There ie, too, a delightful end effectual 
blending of spirit in supplication to God for eny 
special gifts of bis greoe, as well as for tbe more 
usual benefits of hie mercy. At tbe does of 
tbe meeting there is excellent opportunity for 
warm greetings end salutations—a luxury of 
loving, Christian beets.

Now the commonest observer cannot fail to 
see that a religion whoee life is imbedded in the 

sympathies muet derive untold advan
tages from euoh devout communing». It ia 
likewise clearly apparent thet the neglect of 
such a mean» of grace must be followed by

Religion» Excitement.
Protests are made against reiigious excite

ments. Excitements are of different kinds and 
degrees. Excitements that come from without 
are to be suspected. Excitements that are due 
to the senses are full ol peril. Excitements 
which necessarily, by a law of nature, must be 
tollowed by a reaction into apathy, are hurtful. 
These statements are past question, and need 
not be otacularly pul forth every day as discov
eries. Indifference so stolid that man, made to 
love God and goodness with all his heart, can 
not abide in it, bat has to be excited out of it, 
is also suspicious. A coolness of repentance 
also full of peril. Your worldly unbelief 
hurtful. We have set off exposures and dan 
gets against each other, in this world, and find 
the safe way, or tbe way of salvation, by com 
Ing as quickly as we can to our Guide.

There are indiscretions, we bear. No doubt 
of it. The question is, whether the indiscretions 
are so many, and so glaring, as to overbalance 
the palpable and lasting good that comes of en 
gaging many people heartily in the new convie 
tion that they have a spiritual, immortal capac
ity. and owe their lives to their Creator. When 
we have governments without indiscretion, fam 
ilies without indiscretion, colleges without indis
cretion, manners, trade, navigation, over any 
sort of sea, without it, we shall have an admin 
istration of Christianity without indiscretion 
But, remember, tbe greatest indiscretion we can 
poeeihly (all into about religion is to let it alone.

It is said, the eager demonstrations that at, 
tend strong religious movements disgust the 
“ cultivated and the refined." Men have been 
found saying this who are not usually over- 
lorward to appear as tbe advocates or patrons 
these particular classes—who have generally 
found in them, in tact, only a spirit of selfish 
aristocracy and a conservative anti-Christ, but 
now, all at once, by “ sudden conversion.” arc 
jealous lor their scruples. Doubtless, there 
such a thing as a high Christian expediency, 
Thought is to lie taken for the weak conscience, 
for the fastidious taste, and even, I think, some 
sometimes for the narrow prejudice. Christian
ity is broad enough, generous enough, strong 
enough lor that. Paul expounds ihe law in the 
fourteenth chapter to the Romans, and acts 
upon it wherever he becomes “ all things to all 
men that be might gain tbe more.” Religion 
wants tbe intrusion ot no impertinent appoint 
ment», and no bad manners. That complete 
Apostolic gentleman, just referred to, knew very 
well the need ol the receipt, when he directed 
the Corinthians that “ all things should be done 
decently and in order;” yet he was the central 
and animating figure in many a scene quite as 
excited and exciting as any witnessed this year 
among us. Christian wisdom will deprecate any 
violations of true dignity or decorum, will care 
fully forestall them, the ranting appeal, tbe rude 
phrase, the distasteful arithmetic definiteness, 
the publicity and prematurity in computing 
converts, the vulgar interruptions. Our God is 
a “ lover of concord” in forms and sounds and 
seasons and colors and ceremonials, as in tbe 
temper and disposition of men, and “ He bath 
made everything beautiful in His time.” . But 
nothing is so “ beautiful” in His sight as the 
heart that trusts and loves Him. He has made 
tbe laws of fitness and ol grace to be steadfast 
and sacred ; but He telle us that all tbe outward 
graces of propriety and art are but dim symbols 
of the clustering groups of spiritual graces that 
bis own immediate Spirit makes to bud and un
fold and yield their ripened fruitage, in the be 
1 eving soul of man, that to hasten now, in the 
accepted time, to present our bodies a “ living 
sacrifice," is a most " reasonable service ;” and 
that all the “ fitness He requireth” is to “ feel 
our need of Him."

We have to remember that tbe “ cultivated 
and refined” are to be considered, just because 
culture and refinement are a positive good, and 
became every human being ie to be considered 
Christianity says, “ Honor all men.”

But something, in turn must be asked of 
these well-bred persons, and something must be 
expected ol intelligence. Among other things 
it is expected intelligence will consider the va- 
riety of adaptations, the limits of occasion, the 
pressures of emotion, tbe fallibility of human an 
derstandings, the adventitions disfigurements 
that attach to the noblest work», and consider 
bow gloriously, blessedly true it is, that while 
there are “ diverities ol operation” there is “ tbe 
same spirit " and while there are “ differences 
of administration," there ie tbe same Lord.”

If, when the actual blemishes are pat away 
or only a few are left, and these so insignificant 
as not to be appreciable" beside the grand ear 
neatness overshadowing them—as in these days 
generally happens—if then, still the cultivated 
and refined are repelled from a large blessing 
or duty by a trivial indiscretion, that will be 
something for tbe cultivated end refined to look 
to. A positive, aggressive Faith, like the Gos
pel of Christ, has too much to do to stoop and 
smooth away every little human roughness from 
its rugged reformations. Prophets that are fall 
of the preaching of repentance and a new king
dom will sometimes wear camel’s hair ius'ead 
of broadcloth, and a leathern girdle instead of 
fine linen, and we must get used to as we can 
There ie such a thing as sn overweening pride 
in the knowledge of this world, which shuts the 
spiritual sense. There is disproportionate zeal 
for tbe advantages and splendors of a materia! 
civilization, which hides the loftier glory of the 
•kies. “Not many wise, not many mighty.'
“ They bave their reward." In that day of sim- 
pie, spiritual revelation, when the secrets of all 
hearts shall be revealed, all earthly distinction, 
levelled, and all earthly distinctions and badges 
forgotten, the question shsll not be, Who was 
highest, who lowest ? who richest, or who most 
beautiful ? who cultivated alone, or refined 
alone? But, who loved God and man, who 
honored the right, who was loyal to truth, who 
walked in the spirit, who had faith in the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and out of that faith, as towards 
Christ himself, did minister to those hungry, 
athirst, nsked, strangers, sick, iu prison ? So

eminence of grsce.
counted what be is. A body tbit ought to be 
styled •• The Society for Perverting of tbe 
Scriptures in tbe Interest* of immersion," has 
issued a translation ol the New Tee'ament, ;0 
which they appear tidiculou* or wicked, is tf. 
sense of the ludicrous ot reverence for God's 
word predominates.

Take a few examples:—" Tbe Pharisee won- 
dered that he did not first immerse himseif be- 
fore dinner." “ And coming from the market, 
except they immerse themselves they do not 
eat." •• They received to bold the immersions 
of cups an I pots, ar.d brssen vessels and 
couches.” These often being very large, so as 
to accommodate severs! guests st tsbls, Mr. 
Carson suggests that they msy have bean made 
lobe taken apsrt, so as to be immersed easily. 
But what a falling off Itom dsiiy, snd perhaps 
tri-daily, immereions, to one only, and that fur 
a lifetime.

Christ said Ye shall be immersed in the 
Holy Spirit." Peter susde a very bad sppltca- 
tionoflhia promise, secerding to this urns 
translation. 11 The Holy Spirit Jell on them, at 
on us at the beginning, and 1 remembered,—it 
is hard to see why be should—the word of tbe 
Lord,how he said, “John indeed immersed in 
water, but ye shall be immersed in the Holy 
Spirit." “ 1 "ill immerse you in lire.'' A 
promise never fulfilled. For Peter says tbe 
promise to 11 pour out" was fu filled at Pente
cost, and Christ " poured forth this." " Immer
sed auto Moses in the cloud and in tbe sea.’ 
We need only to remember that they went oe 
dry ground, and that the cloud was not over 
but behind them during the passage,—the bap
tism in the cloud being on other occasions st 
Seir, Edom, and in the desert generally when 
they were weary,—tn see the propriety of im
mersing candidates in rubber clothes, or vf 
omitting the contact of water altogether.

" We, who were immersed into Jesus Christ, 
were immersed into his death." “ We were all 
immersed into one body " That they recoil 
from no plunge where baptito is concerned, ia 
s-en from the translation of 1 Peter iii. 21, 
“ Immersion now savrs u«." We doubt it. 
They will 'certainly rtquire an emersion, or 
they will be drowned both soul and body, ss 
soholsrs ana as saints.
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Dull Pulpit vs. Dull Pew
A writer in the Central on this topic hss the 

following :—" It should be remembered thet the 
pulpit has to deal with metiers that are antago- 
nii-d by Ihe deep-rooted enmity of tbe human 
heart, and that, tberelore, its best efforts m«7 
apparently fall short of their aim, because the 
beert ie steeled against the truth. White want 
of interest prevails among all classes on the sub- 
jeot of vital religion ! The pew, is well ss tbe 
thoughtless multitude thet throngs the way of 
death, ie “ proverbiel’for its dulneee" on this 
point. But let the minister commence e series 
of discourse» on How to make money 
“ How to succeed in polities ”— " How to re
concile dancing, card playing end theatre-going 
with piety "■—“ How to get to heaven without 
purity of beert end life ’’—end bis congrega
tions will be overflowing. Hie preaching will be 
voted by e majority wondetously enti-opislic, 
anti-somnolent, live, fresh, sharp, earnest, wide
awake, eloquent, sublime, brilliant, pitbetie, 
acute, logical, philosophical, practical, magaiff 
cent, grandiloquent—because the pew ie not dull 
on these subjects. If the pulpit could reed tbe
heart end mind of tbe pear it would no doubt The Sopr 

Chief Juanselect, as the filteet peroration of ita discourses,
the following truthful lines : this Prorin

" Some go to ehnrch just for e waik, populous, o
Some go there to laugh and talk, ment of an
Some go there the lime to spend, are over-w
Some go there to meet e friend. neariy 70
Some go to learn the persons name, approve of
Some go there to wound his fame, tion of mag
Some go there for speculation, many appe«
Some go there for observation, District Ceil
Some go there to dose end nod. nion.
But few go there to wobhhii' Ood." The appe 

hss been fitWhen tbe happy time shall here arrived, wteo
ell " go there to worship God," there will be no Governmt n
more dulness in pulpit or pew. U tne happy lions amouo

line, eome quickly ! Amen.
The <>a

Spirit of l|it Jin»
THE CHURCH CONGRESS IN DUBLIN 

Tbe object of the Congress w»s to bring for
ward questions sffectitg the p<ecticsi work of 
the Church, to elicit itsformetion end invite sug
gestions ; end it ie surprising to find how lel^ 

measure of egreement exists among men of 
rival schools upou questions like these. Tbs 
management of Sunday-schools wss a theme 
which brought out a great deal of valuable in
formation and hints based upon tbe experience 

various s)stems. The delicate and difficult 
question of the relatione between science snd 
theology, and the influence of the study of tbs 
firmer on the religious views of those engaged 
in it, was treated with singelar ability snd mo
deration. A paper on the “ The Church snd 
the Periodical Literature of the Day” evoked 
one of the most masterly speeches delivered be
fore the Congress from the eloquent Bishop of 
Derry. The question, “ How tbe tffio^hey of 
the Church services msy be increased” aÛppM 
tbe text for e debate which msy be said to bavs 
fairly exhausted it. Some of the speakers were 
for revising the Liturgy, ethers for dividing the 
services ; the High Church party urged Holy 
Communion should be administered more fre
quently as a separate service ; the Low Cbnrch- 
men extolled preaching. Some recommended 
the provision ot additional services for special 
occasions, and others represented the pew sys
tem as the great hindrance to an adequate at
tendance at public worship. The idee of revi
sion after the plan cf Lord Ebuiy wes generally 
scouted ; but there seemed to b* a strong feel
ing that something should be done, either by 
dividing or abbreviating it, to bring tbe presest 
form of Morniag Service with sermon within » 
lees onerous compass then a two hours' stretch.

In compliance with a general understanding 
to that effect, the present situation of the Irish 
Church with regard to the State was regarded 

a tabooed question. The Congress was in no 
sense to be made the vehical of a demonstration 
in favour of tbe Eitablishment. As to the wis
dom and propriety of this reservation under 
present circumstances it ie row needless to ex
press any opinion, but it is due to the Irish dig
nitaries to say that they were the first to enforce 
the understanding. The Dean of Cork, in bis 
admirable sermon at 8t. Patrick’s Cathedral, 
and the Archbishop of Dublin, in his opening 
address, were especially carefully to let it be 
known that the Congress wss not to ba iden
tified with the cause of the Irish Establishment. 
At the same time there can be no doubt what
ever that, whether formally and intentionally or
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