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out a parable gpake he not unto them.” This is an
ymportant atdl jutercsting tapie, which we shall treat
by otfering a few ohservations on the sulbject of para-
tles ia general ; upon the nature and desizn of those
delivered by the Saviour, ned upon the probable rea-
wns which atluenced b to adopt this peculiar
mocle ot conveying his instructions 5 and especizlly
the remarkable one which he expressiy assigns tor
employing it on the ceeasions already stated, ** withi-
ont 4 parable spake he not uuty them ™

There is an essential pointan which a parable dil-
fers feomn simple tiction. I gl cthers tiction and

parable are identiticd 5 they are both the ereations of | they

fincy—pure iaventions, or facts beightened, and
thrown into imaginary eombinations, by that fuculty
of*the mind which delizhts to expatiate i ideal re-
gions, where credations and comiinations are won-
derful and without end 5 which was certainly bestow-
el upon us far good ; and which not to employ
would be a relection upon our Creator, as if he hal
endowed us with an essentinl property, that hein-
tended to be either uscless or permcious. The ee-
ment of the imagination i3 fiction, as muach a5 reason
is the element of understandiag, and love of the af-
fections.

Bat the parable i3 not merely a fictitious narrative,
it has always an end beyond itsclt ; 1t sustains the
character and belongs to the order of means ; itis
constructed to answer sote purpose, either political,
moral or religious 5 and under some peculiar cir-
eumstances is admirably adapted to produce etleer,
The word ¢ parable’ is derived from the Greek
word, which signifies ¢ the comparing two thinss
together 3’ it is a similitude, or agreeable hind ofal-
terory, which means more than meets the eye ;| itis
the tanciful disguise which truth sometimes conle-
scenids to wear when she would associate with her
enemies, subdue their prejudices, or silence their in-
vectives. Of parabolic fiction we may ohserve, that
it had its origin in the most remote antiquity ; that it
has been employed by the greatestand wisest instruce-
tors among all patious, and throuzh every age ; nnd
that it has the epeciul sauction ot the inspired vo-
lume.

fathe early azes of the worll the principal channels
for conveying instruction were poctry and fable ;
tiie highest powers of reason were lutle exercized
they were the allotment of a few. Legistators, phi-
losophers, and priests, all resorted to persuasion
rather than to argunment, and depended more upon
the imagination, and the passions of mankind, than
upon their understanding and julzment. Whether
they were to be induced or subducid, to be led to en—
£age in some new pursuit, or to abandon one already
undertaken, to admit a truth, or to reject a prejudice,
the instrument u<ed to effect it was some beautitul
fiction or allegory, which influenced them as by a
charm. The origin of parables, so far as we can
trace it, nppears to have heen with the Hebrews. It
18 most certain that the ollest specimen of thiskind of
writing is to be found in the Scriptures, which carry
us far heyond the earliest fragmcents of antiquity, into
the earlicst ages of the world. ‘The earliest Greek
writers were poets, who Llended philosophy with al-
legory. 'L'lic earliest Egyptian writing consisted in
svmbols, which gave birth to this kind nl'com'pogmol).
.l'hc prevalence of parables, throuzh all antiguity, i3
indisputable.  Aristotle calis a philosoplier a lover
of fabulous tradition, as folding up the prineiples of
true wisdom in the veil of fiction. ‘The uncertainty
in what class we ouzht to place Orpheus, whether
among the race of living men, or among the imagina-
ry gods and heroes which fancy produced from Ezyp-
tan symbols, and their characteristic cpithets, indu-
ces us to look to lomer, as furnishing the curl.w.st
exemplification  of this mythological ipstruction.
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, to convey their docirines, The Palles of Philostra”
tus, and of Fsop, proceed on this principle.  The
i mnd.n of lcxn'hing by fubles nmong the Greeks is first
‘I :‘srr‘lhc«l 1o _vau_l y wor are all the fubles assigned
| 1o E<op the inveation of that saee s but he seemas 1o
i have brought this parabolic method to great pertee-
, tion.  Pythagaras tavght by emblems, and poinud
cnizmaticn] sentences, Plato, whase sulilime phadose-
phy has procured for bim the title o divine”

ki

con -
veyed diis sentences by metaphorical dilineations ;
atd frequently guards his readers avainst termnmatin g
( their researches in his allezories, but exhorts, that
should, througzh the metaphor, penctrate 1o
the things concenled under his 1mages and symbols,
This mode he borrowed from the Hebirews and
Foryptians : he even sometinied mentions Syt o para-
Lless but he concealed his tradition from the Jewa,
partly beeause their separation from all nations made
them to be held in hatred and contempr, and partly
to secure to himselt the considerition of having
taught, by this fascinating and useiul mode,to a great-
er extent and in a more beautitul form than others,
All the plilosophers adopted the parabobie manner,
more or less, until the times of Avistotle ; who first
took trom philesophy the veil of fiction, and clothed
ttin a dresz more simple. Thave only to remark un-
der this head, thatthe most celchirated philosopher of
the heathen world, he, who so greatly exedlicd i
wisdom and virtue, ns well ag in the art of communi-
cating both, that he was the glory of Lis own times,
and still continues the adimiration of posterity 5 that
venerable man actually emploved the last moments
of Eis valuable lite in embellishing with the graces of
poctry, the heautiful awd anstructive inventions of
L Fsop snav il we may trust hicown aceount, Lie was
nrged to tiis task, by an impulse of that Sovereign
Power, whose perfection he deseried through the
thick mist of Pazan superstition.  Aud how far the
employment was consistent with <o distinzoished
a character we mav formsome judgment from henee,
that in all sueceeding timee, the <ame method has stjll
bheen adopted and applied to the inmiportant purpose
of instructinzy the rulers of nations in their tender
years, as the easiest and hest way of forming their
minds to the love of execelience, and engnving them
in the pursuit of wisdom ; but we necd not have de-
scended to modern thnes for a proof of this poine,
whicdh receives a full confirmation from awell- known
ingtance in the record< of the Roman people. 1o the
happier and better times of the republie, alout 260
vears rrom it2 commencenent, we read that the one
half of that rising race of heroes was in the very act
of separation from the other. Inthe height of a war,
in the erisis of public danger. the people, from a sense
of ill-trentment, real or inagined, vowed an eternal
disunion from the senate, to which they were attach-
ed by all the ties of duty and of interest. But what
are oblizations, or arguments, to an inflamed mult-
tude; re<olved at all hazards to redress themselves
and punish their rulers ¢ Yet, from this state of con-
fustan did a sinele senator reduce them to orderin gn
instant, by means of an expedient, which his good
sense, nssisted by Lis knowtedee of the human hearr,
sugaested to him.  And what was this expedient -
The seasonable application of a moral fulla. Nor is
there wanting, in the politer periods of Rome, a moye
itlustrious instance of the same traths, exemplificd by
the game illusions, “If the foot shall say, because | am

' notof the hand I am not of the hody, is it therefore

not gf the body ? and if the ear shall say, heeause |
am-not the eve I am not of the body, is it therefure
not of the body

This fitly introduces uz to the sacred volume, w here
instances of this mode of teaching nbound, and where
every instance is perfect in its kind. Four examples
perinit me to scicet, they are incomparably heautiful,

After the poets, philosophers ¢inplnyed this method

and the iyteresi which they cannot fail to excite,
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