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Charmed by the beauty and spirit of
the work whose charm has since
proved universal, Mr. Phillips
sought and obtained an interview
with its famous author. An un-
favorable impression the
“‘atrocious portraits of him printed |
in the papers’ at once dis- |
pelled on meeting the ‘‘tall, spare
man, easily over six feet in height,
erect and soldierly, with a face at

from

was

once strong and astonishingly
youthful.” {
The interview was filled v\ilhi
interesting things; but we nmsti

confine ourselves to the account of
his conversion which is given here |
in Papini’s own words :

‘“‘As you see, I followed through
many philosophies, through many
schools of literature, religion,
thought, and so on—but little by
little they all convinced me of one
thing, theweakness and insufficiency
of human opinions. It was not
through them that I was to reach
Absolute Truth. And nothing but
the absolute could satisfy me.

“So I went on. But no, not any
particular personal event precipi-
tated my convergion. (As you see,
it was not precipitate at all.) It
was one big universal fact—the
War.

‘““At first I took the War with the
everyday indifference that char-
acterized so many of us. But in
1916 1 began to suffer, I myself,
from all that was afflicting the
world—the misery of it, the ferocity,
the falsehood, the death! Then I
really began to ponder how men,
civilized men, could have fallen to
such degradations. I thought and
read, thought and read—until
finally I turned to the story of
Christ, the study of the Gospels.
And in the light of that study I
goon discovered that the same
terrible things, more or less accord-
ing to proportion and form, had
always been happening for the same
old reasons.

izes a preface to a new volume, in

Italian, (The Dietionary of a
Savage
‘““Papini protests against the

which has been in a

upward now five

modern world,
state of decay
centuries; against the humanistic
revolution, that reinstated the sway
of paganism ; against the Protestant
revolution, that shattered Chris
anity, substituting the anarchy of
free investigation for the sacred
authority of Rome ; against
industrial revolution, that brutal-
jzed the world, reduced mankind to
a state of serfdom, and substituted
quantity for quality, matter for
spirit and gold for peace; against
the philosophic revolution, that
furthered the spread of doubt by
placing reason before faith ; against
democracy, that curtailed liberty
and introduced the domination of
the brutal, incompetent masses ;
against the communistic revolution,
which, under the guise of alleviat-
ing economic inequality, brought
still greater injustices in its train;
and, finally, against ‘all the bar-

of

present-day imbecile’—the bar, the
cinema, the phonograph, the ele-
vator, the telephone, the automo-
bile, the motoreycle, the side car,
the airplane, the adoration of scien-
tific materialism, the cult of speed
and the obscene ways of seeking
pleasure.”

We need not here go into the plan
of this latest work further than to
quote this sentence from the
viewer :

‘“ All of the items are ‘defined’ in
much the same way. The fact at
issue thoroughly scourged, in

re-

is

in its failure to adhere to the spir-

Church.”
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the |

and faith of our fathers.”

is without authority to
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Here we have a sincere and
earnest soul clinging to the idea
of '‘the Church,”’ but ‘‘the Church” |

teach in |

‘hrist’'s name. He longs for such

a Church, sees its evident neces-!
gity, but denies it the essential
and indispensable attribute with

which our Divine Lord clothed the

Church which He founded ard
‘(‘.'V!lnllz.\'ﬂi“nt'd to teach in His
| name ; that Church which enjoys
the glorious privilege of indefecti-
bility and infallibility: Behold
I am with you all days even to

the consummation of the world ; and

: I will send the Spirit of Truth who

will teach you all things and abide
with you forever

There is too much of the pathetic

in the following declaration of
the Methodist organ to allow us to

smile at its woeful inconsistency
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us to the point where n I
remains, there a stopping-place
somewhere along the way wh a
determined Christianity will be re-
quired to say to the spirit of eriti-
cism, ‘ Thus far shalt thou go and
no farther Zion's Herald de-
nounces “heresy-hunting’”’ and
boasts that ‘‘these days are bappily
gone, and will never return. But
the Church today is laying itself
liable to the even more fatal criti- |
cism of believing so much that it
believes nothing at all.”

But this writer would save

and liberalism, also,
somewhere on the steeply inclined
plane leading to the abyss. He
says :

“The only way the liberalism of
the present hour can be sustained

e
and given balance is to rescue the

| the

(| been quoting that he

spirit of inquiry from the domina- |

tion of those whose emotions are
not amenable to reason and whose
gushing utterances on theology and
doctrine are opinions. The
liberalising influence now at work
within the Church will continue,
but it must continue in the hands of
those whose devotion to Christ has

mere

| not been infected with the mental

| considerably

jazz of quack theolcgians who know
more of political

| utopias than of gospel redemption.
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|
?
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“There are not a few reformers
who are offering the Church the
kingdoms of this world if only the
Church will fall down and worship
gome kind of shadowy, ill-defined
humanity. Those reformers sputter
a great deal about fatherhood and
brotherhood, but their vaguely con-
ceived humanity is nothing more
than the corpse of Auguste Comte’s
‘humanity’ buried by an exasperated
intelligence a hundred years ago.

“What we need is not less preach-
ingabout humeanity but more preach-
ing about God and Jesus Christ.
If the Church is to have no firmer
foundation than the ethical and
moral idealism of modern humani-
tarian cults, then confusion and
disaster await us in the future.
Let the Church beware lest in its

vivid Papinian language, and the | eagerness to save the world it be
cause of its viciousness is signaled | devoured by the world.
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missioned hurch, i Four r ever-
present 1 the guiding S t of
God ever abi n it, this Method-
ist Christian, nevertheless, sets
forth eloquently and cogently the
compelling reasons for just such a
Church if Christian doctrine is to
survive. To the Omnipotent and
Omniscient God, to His divine Son
at once God and Man, all this like all
other things past, present and to
come, wag known when He founded
His Church. But the ingrained

Protestant Tradition has sc warped
judgment and obscured
of the writer have

see

vision we

cannot

Jesus Christ, in some
soul-satisfying

mystical yel

way, 1= our

| Saviour.”

God help them.
It is a duty of gratitude to God,

ag well as one of Christian charity

for us
grace of the

have
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who the inestimable

Faith to join, |

heart and soul, daily in the Church’s

prayer :

That Thou wouldst bring

b ick to the Unity of the Church all
tiose who have strayed away and
lead to the light of the Gospel all

uibelievers We beseech Thee
hear us.
A DIFFICULT LAW BOOK
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By Tag OBSERVER
The utter lack of any discussion
on doctrine at the recent session of
The Presbyterian Assembly at Port
Arthur when the decision was final
reached to go in with the M
s to form a united church, is not
| | when we c« wnat
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the |

that what he longs for with all his |

soul is there before his eyes—a city
set upon a hill.

And his idea of the Church he so
hedges about with conditions and
reservations that will save his
cherished ‘‘liberalism’ that he does
not even suspect the glorious liberty
enjoyed by the children of God in
the one true fold of the Good
Shepherd.

His irreducible minimum is like
all other human attempts to define
the Christian creed: a pious,
admirable, so far as it goes, but
an utterly impotent, personal aspir-
ation, not the teaching as of one
having authority.

The whole Presbyterian body
recently adopted in General Assem-
bly five points of doctrine as
the irreducible minimum of their
simplified creed. Then, two weeks
later, the Preshytery of New York
admitted to the ministry and
ordained two candidates who found
the five points too great a strain
on their faith, Even before this, a
prominent Presbyterian minister
from his pulpit in New York, the
first Sunday after the definition
promulgation of the simplified
Presbyterian creed, took pains
to deny, publicly and categori-
cally, each of the five points
or articles. Apparently with boast-
ful pride he declared his disbelief
in ' the innerrancy of Seripture, in

itual standards of the (‘,atholic‘pomﬂ.(,sm\ revival of power, and | the Virgin birth of Christ, in a

that revival will never come unless | particular theory of the death of

The Catholic World, (May,) in its ] the Church believes something and | Christ on the Cross, in the physical
review of the English translation of l believes that something tremen- ‘ resurrection of Our Lord, and in the
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and though they did, espec in
he Presbyterian y reise a
pretty strong supervision over the
faith of their adherents, tha
authority gradually faded away.

In the Methodist Church too, Mr.
W great pre

esley claimed rogatives

as a definer and teacher ; but the
iea of authoritative teaching did
not last in that Church as long as
it had lasted in the Church of Scot-
land ; and Methodism came to be
a mere system of religious revivals,
as they were called, in which any-

thing like dogma would not have
been accepted, and in which spir-
itual vagueness was the distinguish-
ing characteristic.

And the Bible, always
emphasised, fell at last to the low
position of being all things to all
men ; a position which it would have
reached sooner had it not been that

over

the tounders of the heretical sects
were not at all minded to be con-
sistent about the matter and did

actually assert an authority to
which on theory they admitted they
had no right. The idea of the Bible
alone without a teacher reached its

| highest pcint of popularity in the

tenth century, when there began
that vast work of wasted endeavor,
the
individual under the sun,
as well as Christian. How Luther
would have raved and thundered
had he seen the British and Ameri-
can Bible Societies starting their
work, and seen the millions of
money they spent on that utterly
mistaken and morally unprofitable
labor. There is a touch of the path-
etic always in the sight of well-
meant effort, on a huge scale, wasted
becausge of a mistake in the take-off,
to use an aviation term.
it
Protestants long ago that there is
a deep color of folly in distribut-
ing the Bible to Chinese and Indians

heathen

carrying of the Bible toevery |

1 suppose |

must have come home to many |

The natural and inevitable results
have come to pass.

principle that was

Starting with a
entirely false,

tions and in every fibre of its being.
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ECENT advent to Canada of a

Protestantism has come to make | body of emigrant erofters from the
little of the Bible on which it onece | Scottish Highlands is a reminder of
placed the whole of its faith. Being | not only the debt Canada owes to
unable to maintain a consistent | Scotland for several earlier migra-
system of religion by the mere use | tions of the kind, but of the
of a book which fairly called aloud | deleterious effect the conditions
for authoritative explanation, Pro- | which have brought them about
testantism first split up into hun- | have had wpon Scotland itself
dreds of sects, and is now trying to | Divested of verbiage the -truth is
achieye unity not by agreeing on | that these people have been driven
doctrines so much as by getting | from their hillsides to make room
along almost wholly without doe. | for deer. A century ago there were
trines only deer forests in tland
today there are 189, of an aggregate
NOTF AND COMMENTS extent of 3,432,885 acres. Half of
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neglect of these fundamental prin-
ciples that during the late War
founi themsel on
of disaster
A itER  in  ““The Teachers’
| Assistant,”” an Anglican Sunday-
School periodical, has been enlarg
ing upon the ‘“Notes”’ or signs, by

| which honest searchers after truth
| may distinguish the ““One True
| ”"” " '
Church,”’ and apparently oblivious
to the fact that s quoting
almost the very words of St. Augus-
tine, as applied to th itholic and
Roman Church, says If you
were to go into a strange city |

with a multitude of churches, the

i'irst thing to do wou be to find
| out the Apostolic Church, that is, |
‘Y'nu Church which is ruled by the |
;’ Apostles’ successors, viz., Bishops, 1
|and then you would feel certain |
| that you had found the Church |

which is being guided by the Spirit
into all truth*”’

1 Tris, aND much more in similar
| vein, & correspondent of the

Cunadian Churchman stigmatizes as
“‘a piece of Anglo-Catholic propa- |
ganda of the worst kind"’ and calls
for an investigation, and the dis- |
| missal from the staff of the writer |
for it. “We cannot |
permit such teaching in an official
n of Church,” he writes. |
is enough to ruin, and it
lcorminly will injure the General |
*‘H ard  of Religious
{

responsible

our

L

X [
Education, |
which in the last analysis is respon- |
gible for the publication.”

and Africans and Malays and all |

the other races which sit in dark-
ness in the hope that they will find
moral and religious truth in that
most difficult of books, without a

teacher and one who can speak with |

authority. It may very well be

Tue ARTICLE in question is more
than ‘“‘Anglo-Catholic propaganda"’
—it rank ‘‘popery,” were the
writer clear in his ideas or consiat- |
ent in his professions. But the |
[ trouble with these ‘‘Anglo-Cath- '
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ORIGIN F CASI
The case came before ral
Court on an appeal from a decigion
f the Supreme Court of Nebraska
ts 1 by hert T. Meyer who had
heen co i law
for having ( an
langaage to ) not
completed the in the
1 sch y th
apgelical Lutheran Cor
gation. By the provisions of the
Nebraska law und which he waa
convicted, the use of any languag
other than Kaglish as the medium
of instruction in any school was
prohibited, and the teaching of a
| foreign lang re a8 a language
only was prohibited until atter the
child had completed the eighth
g.ade. Violations of this law were
made misdemeenors punishable by

fine or imprisonment,

It was claimed by the plaintiffs
who brought the ¢ before the
Supreme Court on appeal that this
law interfered with religious free-
dom si it prevented religious
instruction from being given in the
language to which the children
were accustomed, and that it
infringed upcen the rights guaran-
teed by the Fourteenth Amend-
ment. Counsel for the State con-
tended that the law was a proper
use of the State police power.

ce

In the majority decision read by
| Justice McReynolds it is stated :
‘“Evidently the Legislature has
attempted materially to interfere
| with the cal ing of modern lan-
guage teachers, with the opportun-
ities of pupils to acquire knowl-
edge; and with the power of
parents to control the education of
their own children.”

“The individual” the decision
continues, ‘‘has certain funda-
mental rights which must be
regpected. The protection of the
Constitution extends to all, to
those who speak other languages

as well as those born with English
on the tongue.’

On the basis of
laid down in this decision the
Federal Supreme Court at the same
time announced the reversal of the
decision of the Nebraska Supreme

the principles




