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FIVE-MINUTE SERMOY.
First Sunday of Advent.
LOOKING TO THE END,

And He spoke to them a simi'itude. See the fig
fall the trees: when they now shoot forth their
u know that summer is nigh."

That seems a strange similitude for
Our Lord to make use of, does it not, my
brethren? Yet what could more foreibly
teach the lesson He would have us
learn? KEvery one, even the simplest
child, when he sees the trees beginning
to put forth their leaves, knows that
summer is nigh. 8o Our Lord wished
us to see that the signs preceding the
end of the world are equally clear.
And not only is this true of that great
last day when all things shall be changed
and the voice of the angel shall be heard
calling all men to judgment; it is
equally true of the day when the world
shall end for us, when we shall be
foreced to leave the world. There are
signs all around us telling that we are
fast hurrying to the appointed lot of all
men. Yet too often we live as if that
day were still far off, as if we had yet
many years to live; and when the day
at last comes, how many does it not find
unprepared ?

What could be a clearer sign to us of
the approach of death than this day,this
first Sunday of Advent ? For what is
it 2 Itis the beginning of a new year.
It is the day on which the Church be-
gins over again her round of penance
and prayer and joy. A year of our lives
has gone from us, and how have weo
spent it 2 What have we done? How
do we stand now in God's sight 2 Are
we better than we were a year ago?
Has it not been to us a year of warning?
Look back and see how many of your
friends and neighbors have fallen in the
battle of life during this past year; and
how unexpected, perhaps, was it to many
of them! How many afMictions have
come to you! They were all signs, and
the one lesson they should have taught
vou was that the time of life was short
ind was rapidly drawing to a close,
Did you ever stop to think of that ?
Did yon ever ask yourselves why it was
vour friend or neighbor was taken away
and you were spared ? Ah! it was
that you might hear again the words of
warning spoken to us by Our Lord Him-
self.  “Take heed to yourselves,” He
says, *lest perhaps your hearts be over-
¢ ged with surfeiting and drunken-
ness and the cares of life, and that day
come upon you suddenly.” These
words are not new to you. You have
ften heard them before, but what effect
have they produced ? Have you given
up those sins of drunkenness and glut-
tony ?  Have you rid yourselves of
those exeessive and sinful cares of life ?
Or did you delude yourselves? Did
you go forth from the church and
say: “Oh! I am young yet;
I see no signs of death in me: there
will be time enough to think of those
things when I geb older!” Thou fool !
Have you not heard the words of the
Gospel  addreessed to the man who
thought he had a long time for enjoy-
ment? And even while his heart was
filled with such things the awful voice
of God was heard saying @ “ Thou fool,
this night all these things shall be taken
from thee, and thy sonl east into hell.”
My brethren, ask yourselves now, what
would be your fate if the voice were
suddenly to eall you. Do not some
of  you shudder when youn think
of it? And what is it then,
1 reasonable  beings, that we
ought to do? Is it to go on in that
awlful state ? Ah! my broethren, God
has permitted us to hear those words of
warning perhaps for the last time, and
sad indeed will it be for us if we do not
heed them.  And now is the time to pre-
pare ; now, at the very beginning of
this new year, is the time to cast off the
works of darkness, to free ourselves
trom the sins by which we have bheen so
fong enslaved, for now is our salvation

carer than when we helieved.

‘* WHICH THINGS ARE AN
ALLEGORY.”
-

I'his year of grace 1903 will be a won-
derful year in the history of the Catho-
lie Chureh in England. 1t has seen the
litting up of England by Pope Pus X, to
1 stage higher than that of a merely mis-
stonary country. I do not venture to
ay, without consulting authorities,
which I cannot do at this moment, that
England’s place in Christendom is, just

vet, exactly where it was bhefore the
Reformation, or where faithfal Catholie
wintries have been since. But it is
emerging from and r : higher than
that lower place into *h the fateful
ixteenth century thrust it. On this
weount the year of grace is memorable
for us who are Catholies of England.
Again, as even secular journals have
pointed out, it is a memorable thing that
in this year a Legate a latere comes to
England., Tt is, if T remember rightly,
xactly three hundred 1 {ifty years
inee the la o ala died. He
18 had no successor through all that
ong period,  From Cardinal Pole to
Cardinal Vannutelli is a streteh of three
enturies and a half, It is bridged over
it last. Pius TV, stands at the farther
end of the bridge, Pius X, at this end.

And across it comes at length the Legate
v latere, the suceessor of Cardinal Pole,
Therefore this year of grace 1908 is a
memorable year for the Catholies of
England,

“My lord will be here in a week, |
hope,” said the Queen. (Thus Father
Benson in “The Queen's Tragedy.”)
““ He has been knoeking long at the door
of England.” *“ As Peter at Rhoda's
wicket,” said the Bishop, smiling, “Yeos,
18 he said; it is Peter who comes, not
Pole.”

Lot us recall that knocking at Rhoda's

“ Peter therefore was kept in prison.
But prayer was made without ceasing by
the Church unto God for him.

% Peter was sleeping between two
soldiers, bound with two chains, and the
keepers before the door kept the prison,

“And hehold an angel of the Lord
stood by him and a light shined in the
room ; and he, striking Peter on the
side, raised him up, saying: ¢ Arise
quickly." And the chain fell off from his
hands.

“ And the angel said to him: ‘ Gird
thyself and put on thy sandals,’ And he
did so. And he said to him : ‘Cast thy
garments about thee and follow me.'

“ And going out, he followed him, and
he knew not that it was true, which was
done by the angel, but thought he saw a
vision.

* And passing through the first and
second ward, they came to the iron gate
that leadeth to the city, which of itself
opened to them,

“ And going out, they passed on
through one street, and immediately the
angel departed from him,

“ And Peter, coming to himself, said :
‘Now I know in very deed that the Lord
hath sent His angel, and hath delivered
me out of the hands of Herod and from
all the expeetation of the people of the
Jews,'

“And considering, he came to the
house of Mary, the mother of John, who
was surnamed Mark, where many were
gathered together in prayer.

And when he knocked at the door
of the gate a damsel came to hearken
whose name was Rhoda,

“And as soon as she knew Peter's
voice she opened not the gate for joy,
but running in she told that Peter stood
before the gate.

“ But they said to her: * Thou art
mad." But she affirmed that it was so.
Then said they : * It is his angel.’

“ But Peter continued knocking. And
when they had opened they saw him and
were astonished.”

Which things are an allegory. Things
which happened in Jerusalem, when
Christianity began became an allegory
of things happening in London this
month. But the allegory begins its tale
in 1535 and goes on till now.

“Herod the King stretehed forth his
hands to afMlict some of the Chureh,”
Change the last letters of Herod's
name and you will find yourself in 1535,

‘“ And seeing that it pleased the Jews,
he proceeded to take up Peter also.”
Change the Jews into Anne Boleyn and
the Reformers, and you find Peter im-
personated, bound, fettered, rendered
helpless in England ; bound with two
chains, the Royal Supremacy and the
Laws, which took his liberty

away.
But we have seen the ligh* shine into
the prison ; we have heard the clang of
the chains as they have fallen off from
his hands. Yes, we have seen Peter gird
himself and put on his sandals, ready to
walk once more in the streets of the
city. He has cast his garments about
him; he has elothed himseli with the
hierarchy, the robe which becomes him
where liberty is his. There was one on
that memorable day when Peter once
more vested himself in England with the
robe of the hierarchy, one of whom it
might be said, as was said of Peter pass-
ing from the prison ot Jerusalem. * He
thought he saw a vision.” Read again,
dear reader, the “Second Spring " of
John Henry Newman at St. Mary's
Osecott, and let the wonderful and beanti-
ful vision pass before yvou as it did he-
fore his entranced hearers on that day
in 1850,

Peter has passed throngh the first and
second wards and the iron gate of those
centuries which kept him prisoner in

England.  And he comes to the house of
Mary. In our allegory Mary, the

mother of John Mark, becomes Mary,
the Mother of God, « hose dowry Eng-
land  was and is: England, Mary's
dower house.  Peter knocked at the
door, Rhoda, p eping through the
grille, thinks it is Peter's angel. And
so many think of the Legate a latere
simply as the angel or messenger of the
Pope.

But Queen Mary Tador of England
was right, *He has been  knocking
long at the door of England” (and i*
Mary thought it long, how much mo:e
we).  “Itis Peter who comes, not Pole.”
And to us now, in the days which are
close upon us, it is Peter who comes to
England., God be prai.ed.

“And when they saw him they were
astonished.”  There is the astonish-
ment of joy, and this belongs to us, the
Catholics of England,  There is the
astonishment of surprise, and this is ours
ind our non-Catholic neighbors ;  sur-
prise that such things can be after the
things whieh have been.

Lnima wostra sicut passer evepla est
e laqueo venantinm : Laqueus conlritn

nos Liberali sumus.  Adjutorinm

el run nogrine Domini ; qui fecit co

is escaped from prison and
sat the door of England.
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OUR PARISH.
OME  PERTINENT  OBSERVATIONS  TIIAT
MIGHT BE MADE BY ANY PARISH-
IONER,

On moving into a new parish lately
and becoming acquainted I was sur-
prised to note what a small percentage
of the congregation ecan he  counted
upon for active assistance and cordial
co-operation with the parish priest.
The great majority are well disposed in
a negative way, contribute to the collec-
tions and attend to their spiritual
duties fairly well, but without much
warmth or zeal,

Strange to say, there is a large num-
ber who * have something against the
priest.”  Generally it is a  trifling
matter, but they have nursed it so long
that it has assumed magnitude in their
eyes, Then the amount of eriticism of
the pastor and his methods is a revela-
tion.  Some say he is too fond of money
and others blame him for lavishness,
Some aver that he is too familiar with
the people and others call him *“ dis-
tant.” He has a bad temper oris irrit-
atingly ealm according to the company
you keep,

I did not notice these things in the
old parish,  Time and famitiarity nad
softened down the roughness of comment
and criticism and I knew that some of

BOVRIL yieids more actual
food—more even than beef.

ment it must be digested.

simiiate this nourishment,

When Run Down, Try Bovril

For, although beef contains the richest kind of nourish
When run down the digestive organs are unable to as-

But BOVRIL. contains all the valuable nutritive elements
of beef ready for Immediate assimilation into the system.
A diet of Bovril quickly rebuilds wasted strength and
gives increased vitality of the body.

nourishment than any other
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the talkers did not matter and that
others did not mean half what they said,
but here it is different, and for the first
time ir my life I begin to realize what
a difficult work is that of a pastor. Of
course, much of this half-hearted serv-
ice and readiness to criticize comes from
a lack of knowledge of responsibility.
Few of those who have so much to say
about the priest give much thought to
the priest’s side of the question. They
find it hard enough to keep their own
households in order and yet never hesi-
tate to find fault with the man who must
look out for a family that runs up into
the thousands.

The generality of pastors do not in-
form the people when they are sick,
sore or sad, and yet, when we come to
think of it, this must often be the case.
In practice it is the clerical hypochon-
driac who receives the sympathy that
should go to the men who suffer and
are silent.

There is the genuine ring of the true
parishioner in the statement of the cen-
turion in the gospel who asked the Lord
to heal his son.. He was a man of re-
sponsibility and understood the worth
of instant and willing obedience. And
Christ was quick to approve of that |
loyal stand with the words: *“I have not |
found such faith in all Israel.” This is |
generally the case. The people of the |
congregation who have much to attend f
to are the most helpful and most charit- |
able to the priest, while those who are
shiftless and careless have the most to
say.

Doubtless the Church has had the
grumblers, like the poor, with her from
the beginning, In all likelihood there
were individuals in old Rome and Cor-
inth who found St. Peter too impetuous ‘
and St. Paul too plain spoken. Some |
people would be lonely without some |
sort of a grievance against the priest.-
Looker-On in Boston Pilot.

GOD'S GRACE.

“It is expedient for you that I go, for
if I go not the Parelete will not come to
you, but if I go I will send Him to you.”
These words, spoken by Our Divine
Lord to His sorrowing apostles the night
before He died were the introduction to
them and to all of the Holy Ghost in the
work of the redemption and regenera-
tion of mankind. Hitherto the Father |
and the Son alone are spoken of, but the
third person of the Blessed Trinity must
also appear as one with them, and as He
proceeds from the Father and the Son,
the living link of their mutual love, so
through the Holy Ghost we have the
progression and consummation of the
Father's will and the Son's fulfillment
of it, in their eflects the gifts of the
Holy Spirit * best gift of God to men,”
as holy writ declares through whom
“every best and perfeet gift eoming
down from the Father of Lights is be-
stowed upon us,”

As in creation, still more in the re-
demption and regeneration of man, we
are to become more and more after the
image of the Creator. As Christ Our
Lord is the new Adam in whom we are
all regenerated so by His Spirit, the
Holy Ghost, mankind was to be born
anew to a life of grace, and as ereation
must needs be sustained and recreated
every moment of its existence, so, too,
must onr souls depend for their spirit-
ual life on the continual flow of God's
grace. Thus the word of God assures
us that we are not suflicient to think
anything of ourselves, as of ourselves,
and that no man can say the Lord Jesus
(ina way that can be conducive to his
salvation) butsby the help of the Holy
G host,

The grace of God being a necessity,
it must, therefore, he universal, and ~:|.
says a writer of our times, * The Spirit
of the Lord has filled the whole earth,

Grace is given for the merits of Christ
all over the earth; there is no cornor,
even of paganism, wh it is not pres-
ent—present in each heart of man in
real sufliciency for his ultimate salva-
tion.”  Not that the grace presented to
each is sueh as at once to bring him to
heaven, but it is sullicient for a wi
ning. 1t is sufficient to enable

plead for other grace, and that second
grace is such as to impetrate a third

grace, and thus the soul may be led
trom grace to grace, from strength to
strength till, at length it is, so to say, in
very sight of heaven, if the gift of ‘w~r~
severance does but complete the work,
God wills the salvation of all men, says
St. Paul, and so having only the natural
law will see the face of their Creator if
they but be faithful even to the little
light which they have received. Peace
and joy come to our hearts in antici-
pated possession of God in heaven by
his happy reigning within our heart on
earth.  We are, therefore, to renounce
sin and purge ourselves from its stains
il we would receive the gifts of the
Holy Ghost.

If we are faithful to first graces how
many and great ones will follow—graces
suflicient, indeed, not only to save, but
actually to make saints of us; graces to
enlighten our minds to know the truth
and see what is really for our good ;
graces to strengthen the will to carry
out the convietions and resolutions we
are brought to; graces to soothe and
sustain the heart in all its trials and
disappointments and graces, above all,
to overcome the enemies of our souls
and to secure our eternal salvation.
Thus our life will be one succession of
triumphs, “for if God is forus, who is
against u God's grace will be all

suflicient, as St. Paul assures us, and like

him, we can do all things in Him Who
strengthens us.”

But we must take the initiative ; vield
of ourselves to God's grace, constantly
striving fora place in our hearts, God
will not do violence to our wills; it is
for us to conquer them with His aid.
He will suggest, entreat, yes, goad us
into better lives, but we shall be masters
still and until we shall move, nothing
can be accomplished for our salvation.
God is always ready and doing what He
can to save us without infringing on the
liberty of our wills, but we oppose Him
and frustrate His designs by our per-
verse and sinful deeds,

O let us hearken, then to the prompt-
ings of the Holy Spirit. Our salvation
will turn upon some one of them ; those
words that come to us from the voice of
His ministers; that gnawing conscience
within us that will not be still ; those
trizls that visit us sooner or
later in life, those hauntings
of the dead that follow us, go
where we will ; those dreams of heaven
and loved ones there— the mother's
smile come back again, the father's
chiding word—for in these and a thou-
sand other ways does the Holy Ghost
try to turn back our hearts to God, to
live no longer in the flesh, but in the
spirit “ new ereatures,” sons of God
and joint heirs in the kingdom of heaven.

It is through prayer well said and the
sacraments worthily received that grace
comes readily to our souls. Hence Our
Divine Lord exhorted us to pray, and
pray always, and experience proves to
us the need of so doing, and Our Lord
assures us that we have but toask to re-
ceive. Indifferent would we show our-
selves if we did not avail ourselve of
what is most necessary to us, His grace,
and which we ean have in abundance
just for the asking.

We must also have recourse to the
sacraments, for they are the chief
channels of God's grace. It is in holy
communion we shall find our {:l'(‘:lf(‘s‘[
help, for, speaking of this, Our Lord
said, * He who partakes of My body
and drinks of My blood, the Father and
I will make our abode in his soul, and
We shall raise him up at the last day."”
God give us the grace to be ever faith-
ful to grace!—Bishop Colton in Buffalo
Catholic Union and Times.

HUNDRED THOUSAND ANNUAL CON-
VERTS.

EUROPE ASTONISHED AT NUMBER WHO
EMBRACE THE FAITH IN THE UNITED
STATES EVERY YEAR.

The number of converts to the Catho-
lic Church in the United States is en-
gaging the attention of our brethren in
Europe, says the Messenger of New
York. The figures published in connee-
tion with reports of the missions preach-
ed in our churches seem great to those
who do not keep in mind the relative
value of statisties, Fifteen thousand,
the estimated yearly number of converts
in England, is very large in proportion
to twenty-five thousand for the United
States, since the Catholies of England
are only one-fifth of our number, and
only one-eighth of the whole number of
inhabitants, whereas we are about one-
sixth of our total popuiation,

Careful and repeated inquiry about
the number of converts to the Church
in this country has convineed us that
three or four times 25,000 are received
every year. Unfortunat:ly, every esti-
mate must be regarded more or less as
guess-work so long as we have no re-
liable or certified statistics, Very few
of the religious orders or of the secular
clergy en

gaged in giving missions keep
records of the converts made, and even
the one which reports them most care-
fully does not always distinguish |
tween those who are received on account
as well as on the occasion, of the miss-
ions, and those who have been kept
waiting by pastors for the instructions
which are usually given to converts
during the missions, Ouly 16 of the
dioeeses report the number of converts,
LO0O in “all, but these are not by any
means the largest dioceses, nor those in

YO~

which conversions are the most numer-
Ous.

A provinee of one religious order in
which about 100 men have been engaged
in the sacred ministry has averaged
LOOO eonverts for the last twenty-five
vears. At this Y':lfl‘i‘\(‘l'y LH(M]\‘H.-\[\'
would receive about 10,000 converts,
and the whole number of priests actual-
ly engaged in the ministry would re-
ceive at least 100,000 yearly. This
figure may appear very large; but it is
very small when one takes into account
the number of priests, and the number
of religious, of women particularly, who
lead inquirers into the Church; and it
is small also in comparison to the num-
ber of Catholies and to the vast non-
Catholie population they influence.

Rarely is ary zealous priest without
a convert under instruetion, and in hun-
dreds of convents the chapel isfrequent-
ly the scene of a baptismat which priest
and neophyte meet the first time, It
would be interesting to know the num-
ber of Catholics who have come into the
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Chureh under such auspices, as contrast-

ed with the number due chiefly or solely
to missions in our churches: and there
would be additional interest in knowing
what proportion of each set of converts
remains faithful,

CONFIDENCE IN GOD.

When people lose confidence in God
they are guilty of the sin that is not for-
given in this world or the next. St.
Thomas says that charity is the prin-
ciple of merit, but confidence is the
principle of impetration. We must learn
to have confidence in God ; to hope
even against hope.  Abraham was
promised a long line of descendants
through his son Isaac. Yet at the
command of God he was ready to saeri-
fice Lim; hoping, as St. Paul says,
against hope,

After an act of love there is nothing
that so honors God as an act of hope.
The favors of God are always a gauge of
further favors. He gives because He
gave, He says by the Psalmist:  “ Thou
wilt call on Me in thy tribulation. 1 will
resene thee, and thou shalt honor Me."”
When He was ahout to scourge the
people of Israel, Moses reealled to his
mind the many and wondrous benefits
He had conferred then.

One would think this a poor way of
appeasing the Divine wrath. Tt would
appear the surest way of arousing God's
further resentment.  But Moses knew
better,  His argument prevailed, and
the people we saved. What causes
hope to die in the heart is the over-
whelming sense of guilt. People must
be taught that sin is rather an induce-

A simple and effective remedy for
SORE THROATS AND COUGHS
They combine the germicidal value of Cresolene
with the soothing properties of slippery elm and lico-
rice, Your druggist or from us, 10c in stamps.
LuxyiNg, Miues Co., Limited, Agents, Montreal, 4ot
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ment to hope.

God with confidence in his ¢ vn good-

The man who approache

ness insults the Divine Majesty, lik

| the Pharisee in the Gospel

We have no merit we ean justly call
our own, and we owe all the ;:vu.ul W
possess to the sheer merecy of God
Sin is no obstacle to hope, no bhar t
confidence. The greater the sinner
the stronger should be his h pe, tor G

does not want

his death. We shou!

not hate or condemn our brother by
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sinner. The despair

the few is the contempt of the many
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teach them to hope.
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