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and practised in other countries in the way of irrespon
sible rioting, such is no example for Canada. The extent 
of civilization can be judged only by the respect which 
is accorded life and property. There is no defence 
whatever in these days for the rioter. That the law of I 
the land must be enforced in the older countries is 
obvious. A country, such as'Canada, which is in its [ |j§
national cradle, should be well chastised by its legal | !
godfather at the slightest display of youthful lawlessness.' | ijg

P It is vitally important that our cosmopolitan people, 
should be law-abiding. We have taken exceptionally 
progressive steps in this direction. In the United States, 7 J 
it is not generally considered legal etiquette for a guardian 
of the peace to argue with a malefactor. The American I 
policeman usually speaks with his club. But a few bat- 1 
tered heads, in order to impress upon citizens due respect | 
for the law, does not impress onlookers with a high | 
measure of civilization.

Parades, brass bands, and empty-headed demon
strations, are not needed as assets to the cause of the r 
exclusion of Oriental labor from British Columbia. As I 
a rule such senseless pageants are made up of half a
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The question which is agitating British Colombia, 
and which has caused a rummaging of official pigeon 
holes, remains undecided. It is likely to do so for some 
time yet. But the past week has been marked with 
incidents. Four hundred Hindus, victims of mobs in the 
United States, are said to have crossed the border into 
British Columbia. Which expresses confidence in a flag, 
the fluttering of which is a guarantee of protection of 
life and property.

The mayor of Vancouver is an interesting gentle
man. This week he afforded us the skeleton of an ex
cellent diplomatic farce. Nine hundred Hindus arrived 
in \ aneouver. The sight of their turbaned heads called 
for mayoral action. So a wire was sent to the Prime 
Minister, asking whether they should be housed in the 
drill hall at the Government’s expense, and giving the 
impression that these swarthy giants were” paupers. To 
which Sir Wilfrid Laurier replied, if they were paupers the 
law required they be deported. Presumably, after friuch 
weighty consideration. Sir Wilfrid was informed that the 
much-discussed Hindus were not poverty stricken. In
deed, if they, had been blessed with the white man's 
trouser pocket, they could have brought forth therefrom, 
between them, some twenty-five thousand dollars, 
the Prime Minister was glad to hear that the combined 
wealth of the Hindus wàs sufficient to establish the claim 
°f an aspiring Croesus. Which, altogether, was an ex- 

. cellent exhibition of diplomatic swordsmanship. The 
mayor of Vancouver is doubtless chagrined at his failure 
to create, what the theatrical fraternity term, a 
‘situation.”

Another incident was the appearance of an editorial 
*™“* in a Vancouver journal, which practically 
amounted to a defence of the recent riots. “At its 
w°rst, the mob which surged through the Asiatic 
quarters was a good-natured mob, and was easily 

andled by the police.” But the fact remains that it 
Wa* * mob- Whatever may have been taught, learned,
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dozen misguided enthusiasts, the remainder being divided j 
into two parties, one desiring fun ; the other, lawlessness. Jj 

One solution at least of the problem has been vouch- j 
safed, and the Rev. J. L. Gordon, of Winnipeg is res- j 
ponsible. ‘‘The. solution of the Japanese difficulty at | 
Vancouver,” he says, “will be found in the breaking | 
down of race prejudice and recognizing that God thinks 
as much of the Japanese or the Chinese as of the greatest - 
man in the Province, As sure as you and I are in this 
room, the Japanese are the coming men. With the 
Japanese rests the entire solution of the Chinese pro- IIS : jS 
blem. The wisest thing England ever did wa* to make y| jl 
an alliance with Japan. I believe the thing for t anada j|| 3
to do is to say to Japan : ‘Welcome, welcome, welcome, jjj « 
and through the little empire solve the problem of the j* j -S 
vast empire of China. ”

The people of British Columbia may possibly agree that M i 
Heaven thinks as much cf the Japanese as it does of the |g : 1
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