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members they are properly calléd; sessment societies. There
is a saving clause or by-law in tb ir certificates which gives
the association power to asse$sf imembers to meet death
claims and their by-laws are alv&bj}'s made part of the con-
tract. This makes them all ail@ sment societies, although
they may be fraternal in the dii;f’i bution of their benefits. It
is to be remembered that not'é} fraternal societies which
profess to give benefits to farqi;j s of members give death
henefits; some of them give qnﬁg sick benefits—and very
often most wisely. 5

2nd:—As to this qucstiulf,‘.qu their having power toO
increase rates. Apparently the_;ibwer does not always reside
in the managers of such sncicfi?: . for we often of’late see
conventions of all members ofkgme society called to decide

x

upon and authorize an increa$ bf assessment where it is

found to be needed. LK

3rd:—There are societies whose certificates a person
would be safe in taking if h'e‘i;i looking for temporary in-
surance. One such that comes t:n mind is the Ancient Order
of Foresters, W. Williams, segfetary, office in Methodist
Book Room building. This. copfern is trying to afford to
its mmbers insurance at a low; $dte and on a safe basis. All
such societies must, however, scpgnize two things. Firstly,
that an adequate rate of asse_* ent must be secured—not
necessarily the old line compaiy ' rates: and secondly; they
need to have a yearly valuationZdf their ébligations and their
assets, that is to say, they mugt] take stock.
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CANADIAN MANUFACT!)?ERS‘ ASSOCIATION.
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Canadians of all classesb?}\ ve become accustomed to
looking with lively interest t(; the annual deliberations of
that important section .of pr' ucers, the Canadian manu-
facturers. This week, with th_si convention held at Quebec,
it has been-no exception to ta rule. The Ancient Capital
threw itself into the welcomd3p its visitors, as it knows soO
well how to do, with the resdé& that not only was there ac-
complished with satisfaction @flarge amount of important
business, some of it of consié(rablc interest to the public,
but the delegates were able tg g¢njoy a very pleasurable out-
ing. The speech of welcome By M. Parent, the Mayor of
Quebec, was followed by Mr. ‘_& K. George’s able presidential
address, to which we refer inanother place.

The report of the trcasmjﬂ; of the Association showed
that the membership had incgepsed during the year by 328.
Reference was made in it ali‘).fm the success of the trans-
portation and insurance depdstments. A strong feeling was
expressed against the taxes .&x‘ilposed by certain Provincial
Governments on commercial3t avellers on the ground that
no part of a province’s revépge should be obtained at the
expense of the energy and ‘grjterprise of a neighbor. The
committee also commented :(llrncticall)' on the license fee
charged by some provinces g.? companies holding charters
from the Dominion or li;cr Provincial Governments,
Finally, a recommendation ngg made to /draft resolutions to
be submitted to the Provincial g‘remier\‘ Conference in order
that the heads of the variou§ trnvincvx' should. be in a posi
tion to realize the x.mn»~:tmn¢‘c$1~’ting among the manufactur-
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ers towards these taxes. & |

Another committee’s regnrt stated that difficulties be-
tween employers and emplageps fad not been so numerous

vear as for some time pre-

sdooon

or so serious during the 1%

Canadian work people had

viously. " The rank and file D

be convinced that ill :ul\'fufnl strikes were neither profit-
able r popular. The rnig!éqrw- generally had realized
it t must control theirl own enterprises, and many
vere formerly ghjon shops had been declared
t not for Hm:tn}». frequent appearance of the
ness aget ir agitator, the belief was ex-
litions 1§ |Canada between the work-

m e vould g gener 11y satisfactory.

lace on the msurance

opinion of the as-

»dv on in insurance rates
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on the part of Canadian compames 13 badly| needed, it was
pointed out that the former would always prefer, if possible,
Canadian concerns with whom to do business rather than
American. Often, however, it was alleged, the high rates
charged compel customers to gO outside the Dominion. It
is stated that the saving in first year's insurance premiums
on forty-eight manufacturing concerns, effected since Mr.
Heaton's committee took hold of the matter, was no less
than $7,724. Adjustment in losses aggregating $43,322 has
been undertaken.

It is proposed to make the insurance department a
statistical office, keeping a record of preminms and losses.
Attention is recommended to the adoption of a uniform
stationing policy for Canada, uniform building laws, and the
appointment of fire marshals to investigate the origin of
fires. Where public franchises entail increased insurance the
additional rates, the committee think, should be borne by
the franchise-holders, instead of the assured. However, the
somewhat antagonistic views expressed towards the under-
writers were not shared by all the delegates by any means,

and several advised moderate counsels.

A sensible suggestion" was made by Mr. Hugh Blain, of
Toronto, who considered the best thing the Canadian Manu-
facturers’ Association could do would be to try and join in
with insurance people in mapping out something which
would be helpful to all

The committee appointed by the Executive Council to
investigate the subject of technical education, with a view
to recommending early action on the part of the Dominion
Government in inaugurating a national movement for a
standard system of technical education in Canada, reported
that technical education as applied to the manufacturing in-
dustries properly comes under the supervision of the De-
partment of Trade and Commerce of the Dominion Govern-
ment. The committee had made careful inquiries regarding
the importance of technical education in the three countries
in which it had reached its highest development—Germany,
England, and the United States. In each-of these it was
recognized as a prime necessity, and it was generally ad-
mitted that the development of manufacturing was becoming
cach year more dependent on the trained and expert help
that is educated in the different technical colleges. It is not
an encouraging statement to make, but it appears to be true
that there is not as yet a single school in Canada that ap-
proaches the standards set in these countries.

The committee appointed to investigate the tariff has
come to the opinion that the anti-dumping regulations had
undoubtedly proved a factor in restraining foreigners from
dumping their goods on the Canadian market. It re-
affirmed the resolution on the tariff passed at the Associa-
tion’s annual meeting in Halifax in 1902. It alsa re-affirmed
its opposition to any arrangement for reciprocal trade with
the United States, whereby the manufacturing industries of

Canada might be affected.

The proceedings terminated on Wednesday evening with
a highly successful and enjoyable banquet at the Chateau
Frontenac. The chief speaker was Sir Wilfrid Laurier who,
speaking of the West and of the tariff requirements best
adapted to its growth, said:—“They will require clothes,
they will require furniture, they will require implements,
shoes, and everything that man has to be supplied with, It
is your mission, it 1s my mission also, that this scientific
tariff of ours shall make it possible that every shoe worn in
these Provinces shall be a Canadian shoe; that every yard of
cloth shall be made in Canada, and so on »  Sir Wilfrid,
however, showed no such narrowness as to say that Can-
adians, therefore, should not trade with other nations. “I
want to trade with other nations,” he said, and I hope the
scientific tariff will not prevent it. I want to trade with
Great Britain, and T have no hard feelings against the Am-
ericans.”

Sir Wilfrid considered, however, that if Canadian
manufacturers are to supply the growing West, it 1s not sO
much a question of tariff as of freight rates and transporta-

tion facilities
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