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Catholic element in Canada. But we 
have not yet found any one to uuder- 
take the work. It would be one de- 
■nrving oi high commendation, ii 
only undertaken ' and properly carried 
ou*‘ ‘ Perhaps tome of our represen­
tatives would think seriously 0t hav­
ing It done.

notes of the week.
dangerous celebrations. —

It is natural, and it is patriotic for 
the people of any cou»try to cele­
brate, by special rejoicings and de­
monstrations, the day selected as 
national holiday. It is always i 
eociated with tradStfiooe and memo­
ries that are glorious and that are 
calculated to stir up in the young 
a love of country and a ptide in its 
institutions* We would be eorry to 
see a lapsing into indifference, in 
that regard, on the part of any peo­
ple; for that would be the twilight 
that precedes the night of national 
humiliation. It seems to us that 
among the younger nations, even 
among the younger persons, that 
spirit is more lively and enthusiastic 
We have a fair sample of it with 
our neighbors to the South of us. In 
no,land in the world is there more 

/enthusiasm on the occasion of a na­
tional festival, than in the United 
States. With them there H*no day 
In all the year like the Fourth of 
July. And it comes at a glorious 
season when the' days are longest 
and brightest, and where there is 
every opportunity of giving full vent 
to the exubrance of spirit that wells 
up in the breast of a young nation. 
And young and old seem to equally 
enjoy the day; they forget the cares 
of life and go in for a right good, 
time.

On the other hand, none can deny 
that such an occasion is fraught with 
a thousand dangers. The very excess 
of enjoyment leads to mishaps that 
•re of a most regrettable character, 
ano that cast a cloud of gloom over 
the otherwise brilliant national festi­
val. This year the list of sad events 
connected with (he celebration of the 
fourth of July in the United States 
I» one that should suffice to make 
people puis, and think.

Including accidents due to . ex­
clusions, picnics, boating parties, fire­
works and the like, we find, as fa.
88 present calculations goes, that the 
litt, lor the entire Republic, on the 
“fht o' ‘ko Fourth of July, con­
noted of twenty-five dead, and one 
thousand three hundred and eighty- 
four Injured; some fatally, others 
““toed tor life, and yet others only 
«hghtly hurt. The list is already 
oo long. Just imagine the number 

° fam lies that will remember with 
\ toriow the, 4th July, 1904; and all 

,hom wil> fi”d each other succeed.
! |“* ““““"I celebration a mere an- 

vereary oi a most painful occur- 
«"«t We need not dwell to any 
““her extent upon this phase oi
loees l6Ct' There may be an excuse 
,2 ‘Vhe ,aet ttiat all are rejoio 

« on that day, and that the gene-
<kiv«U,it*tl0n 18 cont8e1oua, and

the young ttnd unreflecting to 
that they would otherw&e 

how rutf ,iDt0' Stul- ”° matter 
«lehr«t,0na?’ °r how 8eneraJ the.
ceatito ,°”’slt *” not “ for

Ug prudence to the winds, and
”g risks that are almost cer- 
‘o r“ult In evil lor soma.

*, m°!r C°u"tr> the populatlo, 1. 
•am. h 8miUler we have not the
the 6 f”68*®8 °* enthusiasm as on 
lro ° er *de o* the lines. But apart

Z 2 ngenr
more and 'beCMnln8 daily
aome w. Carelees lnd venture- 
day Sunday after Sun-
over-crowderi “ °D 8peclal >»«*&■. 
U»riv^eXCUrS,0-Vb<“t? 
tore h We 8ee whole fleets of plea- Z »' "'-«rent kinds, Lm
Z™1 c"°* to the not 
- 8ecure yacht, runnim 
*Vn' ™ and out. ,n all

*®e overcrowded 
**** Btreet

CL8*68 outlers death

'

larks under the wavé; we see un­
experienced, and frequently very 
young, people, handling firearms in & 
most careless manner, or using crac­
kers and fireworks of a character 
that they do not understand. These 
and a ,thousand other risks are daily 
Incurred, and daily our press is filled 
with accounts of accidental deaths 
and fearful injuries received. And 
yet no one is apparently inclined to 
take warning. You would think 
that each particular individual be­
lieved himself possessed of a charm, 
or talisman, and that while danger 
menaced the general public, he was 
always to, be the fortunate exception 
to escape.

It is to he hoped that a serious 
warning will be taken, before the 
awful truth Is brought home to us in 
the form of some/sad fatality. Cele­
brations are very good; but excesses 
and abuses always end in injury and 
deep regret.

ATTRACTIVE FIGURES. - The 
Revue Française, a publication of 
Paris, has just made an analysis of 
the recent census in Canada, of such 
a character that we have not found 
any attempt at the like in this coun- 
t>Y. In regard to the two languages 
spoken in Canada, the English and 
the French, we find some very inter­
esting details. Tha reviewer only 
took all persons above the age of 
five. By the last census in Canada 
there were 4,728.631 persons over 
five years of age. And there were, 
in .1901, 642,684 children under 
five years, who are not counted , in 
this table of statistics.

Of the 4,728,631 people with 
whom we have to do, there are 3,- 
917,340 who can read and write, and 
only 129,450 illiterates. The last 
decade has shown a splendid advance 
in education, as in 1891 there were 
207,126 illiterates.

Of the 4,728,681 of the last cen­
sus. there are 8,709,370 who speak 
French; consisting of English, Irish, 
Scotch, French-Canadians, Germans, 
Italians, Swedes, Swiss, Belgians, 
etc. The citizens ol English, Irish 
and Scotch origin who speak both 
languages, number 126.978, while 
the Prench-Canadione who speak 
both languages number 529,552/ 
There are in the country 1,019,261 
persons who cannot speak English, 
and 18,213,654 who cannot talk 
French. There are also 161,124 ci­
tizens of different races, other than 
French-Canadians, who cannot talk 
English. In British Columbia there 
are 8062 English-speaking people 
who talk both languages, and 2866 
French people who talk both lan­
guages. To shorten the table, the 
following are those in each Province 
who speak both languages, By Eng­
lish we mean all English-speaking 
■Peaking people, and by French we 
mean French-Canadians.

In Manitoba, English, 2914, and 
French 86867 in New Brunswick, 
English 5057, and French 88,921;
In Nova Scotia, English 4101 end 
French 22,895; In Ontario, English, 
27,578 and ' French, 70,208; in 
Prince Edward Island, English 1878 
and French 9175; in Quebec,. Eng. 
lieh, 80,282 and French, 876,724; in 
the Northwest Territories, English, 
3924. and French 40,816; IS unorga­
nized territories, comprising the 
Yukon, English, 612 and French

CHURCH OF THE PEOPLE. — 
The Catholic Church has often been 
styled the Church of the people, or 
the Church of the poor. Eviden* oi 
the Justness of such title is found in 
ths open door and equal welcome Ibr 
people of all conditions in life. We 
have more than once pointed out that 
»8 far aa temporal states and gov­
ernments are concerned, the Church 
takes no sides in regard to form re­
constitution. Provided it is legiti-' 
mate authority that rules, she never 
makes any distinction. She is a 
spiritual kingdom, with a ruler who 
is royal in so for as his sacred office 
makes him the Vicar of the King pf 
Kings on earth. And yet she is sj 
democratic that the lowliest born 
can be raised to the supreme office 
of Pope, or to any episcopal dignity, 
provided he is possessed of the other 
qualifications that such positions de­
mand. There are to-day twenty- 
seven republics in the world, an evi­
dence that the democratic spirit is 
abroad among the nations. And of 
that number we find that twenty-one 
are Catholic republics. "This does 
not look as if the Catholic Church 
was opposed to a government of the 
people,, by the people, and for the 
people,*’ says a contemporary. ' No 
doubt the Catholic Church is by long 
odds the most powerful organization 
on earth to-day—even from a tem­
poral point of view.

ed in the second and third coaches, 
and that forty were injured."

Without entering into any further 
details, we have in the foregoing ex­
amples sufficient to establish' the 
great dangers that lurk constantly in 
the pathways of those who travel.

Tile world seems to have gone mad 
with movement of late. The advent 
of electric motor-power, and the 
other inventions of the age, seems 
to have started the entire Himan far 
mily on one perpetual rush from 
place to. place.

. And, itNthe midst of all this, there 

is not apparently one thought given 
to the great hereafter. We dash 
along our raili, or we glide along 
our waves, just as if the rest of the 
world might possibly be lost or in­
jured, but that we are exempt Irom 
all such fatal encounters. Yet we 

; are on the edge of the abyss every 
hour of our lives, and far more 
in this new century than ever was 
the case in the past. We must learn 
to reflect to curb our rush alter the 

w, the sensational, the unattain 
do. If we do not do so there 

not the least doubt that sooner „r 
later we must come to a crasH. There 
is room to-day for serious reflection 
on this vital subject—more need of 
it than/ there ever was in the past. 
The-ardor with which we pursue gain 
or pleasure, or license, must be calm­
ed. or it will become a burning fever 
contagious and destructive.

GREAT DISASTERS. -How little 
we can depend on the morrow, and 
how completely we are in the hands 
of God, are matters that are brought 
home to us by the accounts of the 
terrible disasters and the sudden 
losses of vast numbers of lives, that 
are brought to our notice with as­
tonishing frequency. Not long since 
had we to record the fearful catas­
trophe, within sight of New York 
when the passenger, or excursion 
steamer, the "General Slocum." was 
burned, and hundreds of lives, especi­
ally of children, were lost. The death) 

1st ran into the thousands, and the 
majority were drowned in attempting 
to escape from the burning vessel. 
Scarcely has the reading world had 
time to recover from the shock ex­
perienced on perusing the story of 
that awful disaster, than we rèe in. 
formed by cable message of the going 
down of the "Norge." The story 
may thus be condensed u 

"Over 700 Danish and Norwegian 
emigrants bound for New York are 
believed to have been drowned in 
the North Atlantic. Out of nearly 
800 souls on board the Danish stee-

FR. McGARRY'S PROMOTION — 
It is with the deepest of pleasure 
that we conigratulnte Rev. Father M 
A. McGarry, D.D., C.S.C., on liis n- 
cently announced promotion in the 
Order of the Holy Cross. For some 
twenty years past. Father McGarry 
(as we love to call him) has been 
connected with St. Laurent ' College. 
He has occupied a choir of profes­
sorship in that Institution; and has 
also been the Superior of it. He has 
now been appointed Assistant Su 
Penor-G eneral of the Order. Father 
lICGarry is a native of Sydney, C.IÎ 
A few days ago he left lor ' Notre 
Dame, Indiana, where he will 
future reside, at the Mother House 
o the Order. While we rejoice with 
an the clergy, and especially the 
Irish clergy of Montreal, in the well- 
earned and richly-deserved promo­
tion of Father McGarry, we cannot 
but join with them In their great 
sorrow at his departure from Cana­
da. He has done noble work in the 
cause of education; he has gone about 
doing good in every sphere of life he 
has never stinted the people of Mon. 
tree], when occasion arose to be of 
service to them. His name is a 
household word in almost every 
Irish Catholic family, and not a few 
owe him deep debts of gratitude for 
the interest he has manifested in 
their prosperity, both temporal and 
spiritual. But it was in the field 
of education that he has achieved the 
greatest degree of success and has— -------«..CW - —o- vi success ana has

mer Norge, which left Copenhagen, | left behind him the greatest amount
v Uxie 22. onlv nna-ton♦ V-__ !.. of KlhCt-inmi meJune 22, only one-tenth are known 
to be alive, and for the rest no hope 
is held out. When last seen the

of blessings. The good wishes 
and prayers of the whole community 
will follow him to his new home

very Protestant, and they should 
never fall into such a snare. It was 
a snare the devil, Ba doubt, wanted 
to get them into, out they should re­
sist the devil with all their power 
when he tempted them to get into 
such a state of things as that. On 
the present occasion many Catholic 
missions—some of them a long way 
06, had assisted them, and it was 
right that one mission should help 
another, thot they should show 
they had done then, that they were 
ready to help their fellow,Catholics.

deaths in ranks of clergy.

° uul" wnen last seen the Wlil him to his new home
Norge was sinking where she struck <*ecr him in the exercise of his
on the Islet «/ 13• - new and important duties- and in

those good wishes and prayers none

are only a few samples of 
elaborate table 0/ statistics. 

. This was done In France in the is- 
of the FrencbCansdian people,

. .. ir^-deserves greet

on the Islet of Rockall, whose isola­
ted peak rises itself from a deadly 
Atlantic reef some 200 miles off the 
west coast of Scotland. Two boat 
loads got safely away from the side 
of the Mnking ship, and many of the 
emigrants who were left on board, 
seizing life belts, threw themselves 
into the sea and were drowned."

No necessity for us to enter into 
details concerning the terrific fight 
for life that followed, nor the sad 
scenes that took place. All we need 
to know is that, in one fatal mo­
ment, hundreds of poor people, most­
ly all emigrants on their way to 
new homes in a new world, were 
sent, without any warning, to the 
home beyond the confines of time." 
These ocean disasters are of such 

gigantic proportions that they make 
us forget such minor scenes as that 
of the Richelieu Company’s steamer 
Canada at Sorel, or the frequent 
crashing of trains, with varied lists 
of fatalities. The very day that the 
press was filling columns with the 
story of the Norge sisaster, tas fol­
lowing news flashed over the wires:

’JA special from Litchfield, Rl., 
says that the Chicago Limited, on 
the Wabash Railroad, due in at. 
Louis at 7 p.m., and half an hour 
late, wee wrecked to-night Inside 
the city limits. The train struck 
an open switch and was overturned, 
.**?? *B!8n- e*r* were burned. It Is

join more heartily than the 
Witness.”

“True

CO-OPERATION OF PARISHES. 
—On this very important theme much 
might be said. For the present we 
will merely reproduce a summary of 
a discourse preached by Rev. Father 
Fletcher on the occasion of the an­
nual open air procession of the Guild 
of Our Lady of Ransom, held in 
London, England. The remarks of 
Father Fletcher are well Worthy oi 
meditation. He said : Thanks were 
due to those who had come from dis­
tent parishes to help in bringing 
about that success. It was such a 
good thing to know you had the sym. 
pathyi of orowj f41 low Catholics Some­
times he had fancied they had with­
in the fold of the Catholic Church 
something like what he used to be 
acquainted with when he was a Pro­
testant—"High and Low Church." 
The "High Church" looked down 
upon the "Low Church," and the 
"Low Church" would have nothing 
to do with the "High Church"' They 
worked against each other. Of course 
nothing of the kind could happen in 
the CathdBc Church, hut It did some 
times happen that you found one 
Catholic parish would not help the 
next Catholic parish; the people of

The death of Rev. Father Davis, 
the parish priest of Perth, Ont 
which we regret to he called on to 
recard, brings to mind the memor­
able lines written by the late Thomas 
D Arcy McGee, on the occasion of the 
death at sea of Father McDonough, 
the pastor of Perth, in 1863

"We who sat at his cheerful hearth. 
Know the wisdom rare—or priceless 

worth
He bears away from the face of the 

earth—
Peace to the soul of the Priest of 

Perth !

Dead—and the sun of lilts so high ! 
Dead—with no cloud in nil his sky [ 
Dead—and it seems but yesterday, 
When happy and hopeful he passed

Ashes to ashes—earth to. earth i 
God rest the soul of ths Priest of 

Perth I

Father Davis was a native of 
Kingston, where he was born in 1845 
Ho was thus in his sixtieth year. 
Auout twenty-six years ago he was 
ordained priest by the late Bishop 
Horan, and he was one of the oldest 
graduates of Rcgiopolis "College. , He 
possessed many qualities of heart 
that endeared him to the people, and 
many gilts of mind that mode him a 
most effective minister nf uod’s 
Church. It was in July, 1899, that 
he was appointed to the parish of 
Perth. He has left some striking 
monuments of his zeal, his devoted­
ness and hSs administrative anility, 

the Archdiocese of Kingston. 
Amongst others we might mention 
the splendid presbytery of Perth; the 
enlargement of the Church of St. 
John the Baptist, and the construc­
tion of a vestry to the same; the 
erection of three handsome altars, 
the introduction of electric lights, 
and- the painting and decoration of 
that edifice.

Rev. Father (Thomas Davis was the 
son of the late Mr. James Davis, who 
was a member of the Church of 
England, who died a Catholic, hav­
ing been brought into the Churrh by 
the influence of his priestly son 
bather Davis had. three sisters, aij 
of .whom are dead, one of whom was 
Sister Mary Vincent, Mother Supè- 
rior at one time, of St, Joseph's Con­
vent, Toronto. He was the first 
priest born, educated and ordained 
in the city of Kingston. He made 
his theological course at Laval Uni­
versity, Quebec, under the Rector­
ship of the late Cardinal Taschereau, 
and among his fellow-students was 
the present Archbishop of Kingston, 
Mgr, Gauthier—who was at his death 
bed^when his spirit passed to its re-

As a literary man Father Davis 
held a high rank,. and one work of 
his, "Claims of Anglicanism," will 
always remain a standard authori­
ty, as well as a memorial of his 
learning. We join fervently in the 
prayers offered up by all who knew 
him for thq repose of his soul: ,
"God’s rest to the soul of the Priest 

of Perth."

REV. LAWRENCE BRENNAN. — 
From Toronto. comes the sad news 
of the death oi Rev. Lawrence Bren­
nan, one of the beet known and 
most zealous of priests of the Arch­
diocese. He had occupied the office 
of pastor of. St. Basil’s Church for 
more than a quarter of a century, 
and the monuments oi his zeal are 
to be seen In. and around the sacred 
edifice where he spent the greater 
part of his life. Father Brennan 
was a native of Kilkenny County, 
Ireland. He entered St. Michael’s 
College in 1894, taught ten years 
after graduation, and was then chosen 
a college director and priest of St. 
Basil’s. He was & school companion 
o' the present Archbishop. Three 
sisters, two ol, whom are nuns in the 
House at A,...

m h»8 -oui rest re. _
/ - / ~

C.M.B.A. — Next week the members 
of the Supreme Council of the C.M. 
B A. of the United States will hold 
meetings in this city. They will 
arrive here on Tuesday evening. On 
Wednesday evening, the 13th, an 
open meeting will be held in tit. 
Ann’s Hall, at whlçh addresses will 
be delivered by the leading officers. 
Local members are now engaged in 
mataing all arrangements for the re­
ception Of their distinguished con­
freres, which will include a visit to 
Archbishop Bruchési,

ST. ANN'S YOUNG MEN. — This 
well known society will hold their 
annual excursion this month. The 
tickets are now on sale, and judging 
by the success of all similar under­
takings in past years there is no 
doubt that this year will behold a 
large attendance.

THE SHAMROCKS. - The "boys
m Grogjn" arc busily engaged in pre­
paring for a second triumph over 
the ambitious Brantford lacrosse 
team, which seems to have notr-^ost 
aU hope of capturing the Minto CuX 
The admirers of the home team ar6 
confident that the visitors will again 
meet defeat and the trophy will re­
main in the possession of the S.A.A. 

for another year.

PERSONAL. —Rev. Martin Calla­
ghan, P.F., and Rev. James Killoran 
have gone on a vacation of two 
weeks.

HOTEL DIEU. — Extensive altera- 
tions in the interior and exterior of 
this historic establishment have been 
in progress for some time. In the 
western wing the rooms set apart 
for the clergy have been renovated 
and equipped, and improvements in 
other departments of a marked cha­
racter are being made. The volume of 
work performed silently, without any 
flourish of trumpets, in relieving suf­
fering and disease in the various 
wards is truly wonderful to con-' 
template.

PRACTICAL SYMPATHY. — The 
other day we sent out accounts for 
subscriptions to our city subscribers. 
One of the returns came from a pas­
tor Of an Irish parish who Is known 
and esteemed for his zeal in all that 
concerns our race. The account bed 
been made for one year—*1.50. When 
returned it had been changed to in­
clude another year, and was accom­
panied by a cheque for *3.00 This 
Is un example to others—clergy ana 
laity which if followed would i„ a 
few years bring its reward to our sec- 
Won of the community.

REV. L. W. LECLAIR. — This ve­
nerable ana much esteemed priest is 
•lowly recovering from the effects of 
the accident which he m{| with u 
few weeks ago. His medicqj adviser 
expects that he win l,e sufficiently re­
covered ut the eiio of this week to 
resume his duties.

CATHOLIC SAILORS' CLUB. — 
This week the concert of the Club 
was a great success from every point 
of view. The attendance was large, 
and the programme was one of the 
best of the season.

Mr. Thomas Ireland occupied the 
chair, St. Patrick's Cadets, ever 
popular, performed many movements 
of their fancy drill and received an 
enthusiastic reception. The follow­
ing also contributed : Miss Gertie 
O'Brien, Miss Maggie Walker, Miss 
Flossie Lynch, Miss C. Ireland, Miss 
McGoogan, Miss C. Costigan, Hiss 
M. O'Brien. Miss Hazel Cpleman, 
Master R. Lynch, Messrs. R. Quig­
ley, W. J. Walsh, J. Farrell, E. Hdi- 
/and. Seamen Boyd and Malone, 
steamship Kensington; Ed. Grailey, 
F. Ward, Manchester Commerce: Geo.

song and dahee artist,*

I


