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The most nqble and sympathetic 
I character of the Church of God is 

her catholicity or universality. All 
men are equal by reason of their or­
igin, of their nature and of their fu­
ture destiny. All, without distinc 
tion, are works of His hands, His 

! hnage and likeness, and we may all 
I he participators, if we so will, of 

His grace and glory. Before God ex­
ist no irritating inequalities; in His 

sence disappear all provileges,
I favoritisme and unjust discrimina- 

I tions of persons. (Actor, 10, 34.)

( * *

God is the father of all, provider 
I for all, savior, redeemer and just 

judge of all, and if there exist ki His 
presence any distinction or prefer- 

; ence it will surely be in favor of the 
helpless in this world.

(

The Church being the work of 
God, she appears from the beginning 
of the world with this mark of uni­
versality. (Ad Rom. Cp. 2.) But 
from the time Jesus Christ revealed 
to man this divine Church in all her 
grandeur and magnificence there dis­
appeared before her all national 
frontiers, all colors of races, all pri­
vileges of classes, all differences of 

; languages, all the mysteries of de­
scent and lineage. In the sight of 
God and of His Church we all form 
one family; we are all IDs children, 
all brethren, and therefore in the 
Church there is no other fundament­
al law than this beautiful law; to 
love God, who is our father, and our 
neighbor as our. brother. (Gospel of 
St. Matthew, xxii., v. 40.)

(

Before democracies were horn and 
the words “liberty, equality and fra­
ternity” came into use the Church 
of God was a society whose whole 
soul was in the defense of these 
rights, in the proper meaning of the 
said words. In the Church no one 
is born with a right to rule; there 
are no prelacies or positions held by 
inheritance or testament. All the 
jurisdictional charges, from the Pap­
acy to the priorate of La Trappe, 

j are tilled by either election or selec- 
! tion. The canon law is the most 

democratic law, which gives no pa­
pers of citizenship, mobility or es­
tate. All the offices are open to per­
sons of all classes, without other 
consideration than that of talent, 

i science, morality and knowledge. All 
receive the same baptism, recite the 
same creed, hope for the same heav­
en. The Church is essentially Cath­
olic because she extends over the 
while world and her .gospel is preach­
ed to all human creatures. (St. Mark 
xvi., v. 15.) Within her bosom ex­
ist equality, all races, languages and 
forms of civil government. (Epistle 
of St. Paul to the Collosians, iii., 
v, 11.) She rejects no one, rich or 
poor, learned or ignorant, noble or 
of low degree, good or bad, master 
or servant, superior or subject. 
There is not a single country In 
which the Church has not members 
*nd where her missionaries have not 
announced the divine word, and have 
€Ven testified to it with their blood." 
'n“ Church is Catholic in all things 
tetouse she extends to all times, all 
Pisces, all men. aU truths and buji-

'craments. From the Apostolic See, 
alter the death of the Apostles, the 
ministers of the Church received the 
power to teach, rule and govern the 
people of God. She is Apostolic as 
regards doctrine, because she has 
not, nor could she have, any other 
doctrine than that taught by the 
Apostles sent by Jesus Christ to 
teach all people. This power was 
transmitted entire to their success­
ors in the Apostolic ministry as a 
sacred deposit which could not be al­
tered in a single point without in­
terrupting the current of this divine 
stream which is diffused over the 
whole body of the Church as the 
blood which nourishes and vivifies 
the body is continually diffused over 
the body by the heart. Just ai 
member of the body loses its life 
and movement the moment the com­
munication is cut between It and the 
source of life, so is he a rotten mem­
ber without life and without move­
ment who derives not his ministry 
and his doctrine from the Apostles, 
because he is not in communion with 
the Apostolic See, the centre of 
Catholic unity. He is not an Apos­
tle, he is a sectarian; he is not a 
shepherd, but a robber and a high­
wayman in the flock of Jesus Christ; 
he is an intruder who has no other 
intention than that of robbing and 
killing and destroying the flock. (St. 
John, xix., v. 1 and 10.)

(

There is no doctrine more clearly 
affirmed in the Holy Scriptures and 
in the constant tradition of the 
Church than that which we have just 
quoted. “As the Father sent me, so 
also send I you,’’ said our Lord to 
His Apostles. (St. John, xx., v. 
21.) “Teach ye therefore all people, 
baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Ghost, teaching them to pre­
serve all things I have commanded 
j'ou, all days even to the consumma­
tion of thw world.” (St. Matthew, 
xxviii., 19-21.) Inasmuch as Christ 
is with His Church and with His 
lawful messengers, the Faith of the 
Church and the doctrine of Jesus 
Christ cannot fail nor suffer altera­
tion or change.

and shouldst ordain priests in every 
city, as I also appointed thee ; 
choosing for this ministry those who 
shall be without crime.” (Titus i., 
v. 5.)

Pope St. Clement, a disciple of St. 
Paul, declared (Corinthians) : “God 
sent Jesus Christ,” he said, “and 
Jesus Christ sent his Apostles. These 
faithful ministers * * * elected 
the primates of the new-born Church, 
and after having proved them * * 
made them Bishops and deacons with 
authority over those who should be­
lieve in the word of the Gospel, en­
joining upon them that they should 
hand over the ministry to other men 
equally proved, who should at their 
death succeed them.”

Listen to St. Iranaeus, Bishop of 
Lyons in the second century: “It 
would be an endless task to enumer­
ate the succession of the ecclesiasti­
cal unities founded by the Apostles, 
and we therefore confine ourselves to 
making patent the tradition and doc­
trine of the faith and doctrine of the 
Church of Rome founded by the glo­
rious Apostles SS. Peter and Paul, 
by the uninterrupted succession of 
its Bishops till our own days; and 
we easily confound all those who ei­
ther from caprice or from vanity or 
blindness in their evil teachings aim 
to rob the Church of its harvest. 
(Adver. haeres, Book III., chap, iii.) 
Then commences the catalogue of the 
Bishops of Rome, successors of St. 
Peter, as we shall see later on.

the people or by the secular power, 
or by the civil magistrates, must not 
be held to be ministers of the 
Church, but as highwaymen and rob­
bers who have not entered in at the 
door, but who, by their own temer 
ity, have invaded the sheepfold
the sheep of Christ.” 
chap, iv.)

(Sess. xxiii.
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St. Paul, speaking of the Aposto­
lic ministry and of its teachings, ex­
presses the same thought. “God him­
self,” he tells us, “gave some Apos­
tles, and some Prophets, and some 
Evangelists and some other pastors 
and doctors.” (Epistle of St. Paul 
to the Ephesians, iv., v. 11.) And 
to what end? “For the perfecting of 
the saints, for the work of the min­
istry, for the edification of the mys­
tic body of Christ. Until we all 
meet in the unity of the Faith and 
of the knowledge of the Son of God, 
unto a perfect man, unto the meas­
ure of the age of the fullness of 
Christ. That henceforth we be no 
more children tossed to and frp and 
carried about by every wind of doc­
trine, by wickedness of men, by the 
cunning craftiness by which they lie 
in wait to deceive.” (Ibid, v. 12- 
14.)

(

By which you see, venerable cler­
gy, that the Apostolic ministry is 
an institution established by God in 
the Church to maintain and perpetu­
ate the true doctrine of the Faith a- 
gainst the intrigues of heretical in­
novators who preach other doctrines 
which flow not from the fountain of 
the Apostolic ministry, but from the 
poisoned springs of the passions of 
heresiarchs.

This sacred ministry must exist for 
ever, because it has for its object the 
edification of the mystic body of Je­
sus Christ, till Jesus Christ shall 
come to judge the world and reward 
each one according to his works. 
Thus was it understood by the Ap­
ostles who, during their lives, pro­
cured successors for themselves in 
the sacred ministry, ordaining them 
that they, in their turn, might trans­
mit the power they had received to 
others fitted for Its administration, 
who should maintain intact the de- 

Paul
ordained Timothy Bishop of Ephe­
sus, ahd Titus Bishop of Crete. “ O 
Timothy,” he says, "to the first pre­
serve that which is committed to 
thy trust*.” (I. Timothy, vi., v. 20.)

Tcrtulian, speaking of the individu­
al churches of his time, affirms that 
they are Apostolic, because they are 
children of the mother churcnes 
founded by the Apostles and because 
they have received without change 
the doctrine of the faith transmitted 
through the Apostles to those who 
succeeded them in the Apostolic min­
istry. (Prnescript No. 20.) If some 
heretical sects should presume to 
trace back their origin, he adds, to 
the Apostolic times, the best way to 
confound them is to oblige them to 
show the constant succession of their 
Bishops, a succession which must 
show that their first Bishops were in­
timately connected with the Apostles 
or with their legitimate successors 
who have persevered to the end in 
the communion of the doctrine of the 
Apostles. (Praescript No. 82.)

Origen affirms that we ought not 
to receive any other doctrine than 
that which was transmitted to us 
uniformly by the churches through 
the legitimate succession of their 
Bishops. (De principiis, libr. i.)

St. Ciprian, refuting Novarian, 
who had introduced a schism into 
the Roman Church, speaks thus: - 
“Novacian belongs not to the Church 
nor should he be considered a Bish­
op, since having broken the tradi­
tion—of the ministry and of the doc­
trine—he is successor of no one, hut 
proceeds from himself, taking r,o him­
self an authority which no one has 
given him.” Nemini succedeus, a 
seipso ortus est. (Epistle 76.) Jn 
him. In fact, the same as in all 
heresiarchs and founders of m-xv 
sects, the ecclesiastical unity, toge­
ther with the tradition of the Church 
was broken. Such sects are not Ap­
ostolic. and therefore are not 
churches, but synagogues of Satan, 
for St. Paul warns us that the 
Church of Christ is built upon the 
foundation of the Apostles and of the 
prophets who preceded them; super 
fund amen turn Apostolorum ft I’io- 
phetarum. (Ephesians, ii., v. 20.)

Whereby, you see, venerable cjtr- 
gy, that the whole Church of Christ 
centres in the unity of the Aposto.ic 
ministry, no less than in^the Aposto­
lic doctrine received through an un­
interrupted tradition. Whichever ci 
these two is wanting, the unity is 
broken and the true Faith corrupt­
ed. Thus affirm the Apostolic fathers 
and doetdrs of the primitive Church, 
as we have seen. Luther and the 
heresiarchs of the sixteenth century 
committed moral suicide by suppren-

In a letter from Bologna, Italy, is 
a report of the international com­
mittee, which is collecting funds 
with which to pay for a golden tiara 
to be presented to Pope Leo XIII. 
at the close of the Papal jubilee in 
the name of the Qatholics of the 
world.

The report s^iows that contribu­
tions have come from all parts of 
the world, even from small provinces 
in Asia and Africa. Up to January 
25th, 94,570.90 lire, or $17,012.76, 
was received. Contributions will be 
accepted until April 28th, when Leo 
XIII. will have completed the years, 
months and days of St. Peter — 25 
years, 2 months, and 7 days.

The Pope will not only celebrate 
his Pontifical silver jubilee, but this 
year marks two other jubilees —his 
50th as a Cardinal and his 60th as 
a Bishop.

The programme to be observed at 
Rome follows:—
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Friday, February 20th—The 25th 
anniversary of the election of Leo 
XIII. to the Pontificate.

A Pontifical audience will be given 
to pilgrimages and deputations in 
Rome for that occasion.

The Cardinal-Vicar and all of the 
bishops then assembled in Rome will 
present to His Holiness the golden 
tiara on the part of the faithful of 
the world.

The conuuitte on the Pontifical ju­
bilee will offer to the Pontiff the 
money collected for the restoration 
of the Church of St. John, Lateran, 
the Pope's Cathedral and the mo­
ther church of the Catholic world.

The international committees will 
present to His< Holiness the golden 
tiara in the name of the Catholics of 
the world.

The pilgrimages from Lombardy, 
Cardinal Ferrari, Archbishop of Mil­
an. at its head, with the bishops of 
the province will present a medal­
lion commemorating the Pontifical 
jubilee.

The bishops, having at their head 
Cardinal Boschi, Archbishop of Fer­
rara, will present to His Holiness 
the symbolical keys, made or gold.

Friday, Saturday and Sunday, Fe­
bruary 20th, 21st and 22nd.—A sol­
emn Triduum, celebrated in the 
Church of the Apostles, in thanks­
giving to God for the prolongation 
of the life of the Pontiff and to im­
plore a continuation of his life. The 
sermons will be preached by the fol­
lowing* pastors of churches in the 
Eternal City: Fathers Maiolo, Fer­
ri ni and Centi.

On Sunday morning a solemn Pon­
tifical Mass will he celebrated by the 
Cardinal-Vicar, assisted by pastors 
of the churches of Rome. In the 
evening there will be a solemn Bene­
diction of the Blessed Sacrament, at 
which the Te Deum will be chanted.

Sunday, February 22nd, at noon, 
a banquet to 1,000 poor people of 
the city, to be given at the Vatican 
by the international committee in 
honor of His Holiness, the father of 
the poor. The committee not only 
asks Catholics of the whole world to 
celebrate the jubilee by their pre­
sents, but by £tta to the poor and 
works of mercy.

Tuesday, March 3rd.—His Holi­
ness, carried in the sedia gestatoria, 
will enter the Papal chapel, where 
he will receive pilgrimages from all 
parts of the world. He will wear 
the golden tiara to be given by the 
committee, and arriving at St. Pe­
ter's he will give the Pontifical Be­
nediction urbi et orbi, after which 
the Te Deum will be chanted in 
union with the Catholic world.

Thursday, March 5th.—Solemn re­
union in the Church of the Apostles. 
The musical programme will be un­
der tliter direction of the celebrated 
leader, I)om Laurent Perosl. Cardi­
nal Ferrara will deliver an address, 
and Mgr. Vincent Sard! will read a 
Latin poem.

Friday, Saturday and Sunday, 
March 6th, 7th and 8th. — Solemn 
Triduum In the Church of the Gesu. 
Sermons will be delivered by Rev. P. 
Zocchi, Mgr. Radini-Tedeschi and 
Cardinal Satolli. Benediction of 
the Blessed Sacrament will be given 
each evening by a Cardinal.

Tuesday, April 28th.—The day on 
which the Holy Father completes the 
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A QUEER PRACTISE. — Touch­
ing upon the growing inclination of 
certain vendors of patent medicines 
to illustrate their announcements in 
the secular press by pictures of 
nuns, the “Catholic Union and 
Times,” of Buffalo, makes the fol­
lowing timely remarks:—

Catholic instinct is again offended 
by the flaring picture of an imagin­
ary Sister of Charity going the 
rounds of the public press for adver­
tising patent medicine. Subjoined to 
the coarse features of said picture 
appear voluminous endorsements of 

peruna" as a panacea for all ills 
to which flesh is heir, alleged to 
have been written by “Sister Supe­
rioress” and “Sisters of Charity” of 
Detroit, Mich., and elsewhere. This, 
we submit, is not edifying, especial­
ly since the pictured face is any­
thing but spiritual. Away with it ! 
Such things are painful to Catholic 
feeling. Think of St. Vincent de 
Paul tolerating such exhibitions am­
ong his spiritual daughters!

AN ANGLICAN PRELATE. —The 
Cleveland “Catholic Universe” re­
marks:—

The Archbishop of Canterbury, 
who is the head of the English Epis­
copal Church, seeks to have his 
princely salary of $75,000 a year in­
creased. Were he getting only $700 
we would not blame him since mar­
ket prices have advanced.

ONLY ONE NAME.-«In the cur­
rent number of “The Ecclesiastical 
Review,” a correspondent who signs 
himself “Propagandist,” has an art­
icle on the use of the words “Cath- 
olfc” and "Roman Catholic” in de­
signating the Church.

He eays: The Church has never 
once recognized or admitted “ Ro­
man Catholic Church” as her name. 
On the contrary, whenever the sub­
ject has been discussed, and It has 
been authoritatively discussed, the 
decision has always been that the 
name is the Catholic Church, with­
out addition or modification.

A WAKENING.—A conference of 
educators was held in Chicago last 
week to see if a modus vivendi or a 
modus agendi cannot be arranged in 
order to have religious education in­
troduced into the public school cur­
riculum.

OLD MEN’S HABITS.—An 
can journal says:—When JVVjllmjr 
Whitney announced last year tit 
had retired from active busines^ 
orations, giving as his reason 
at sixty years of age a man 
had won independent means 
life’s work, should then look ' 
ward to the rational enjoyment of 
his remaining time, the late Abram 
S. Hewitt was asked his opinion of 
this new doctrine in American life. 
He had just returned to his home at 
a late hour of the afternoon, after a 
long day of active toil in his office, 
at the age of eighty years. It was 
on one of the few occasions on which 
Mr. Hewitt seemed slightly ruified 
by a question asked with the friend­
liest intent. Turning quickly he re­
plied:

“It is no affair of mine what Mr. 
Whitney or any other man chooses 
to do with the years of his life after 
sixty. Every man to his taste. 
There are different interpretations of 
one’s duties to himself and the com­
munity or the state. Some men 
find more pleasure in their work 
than in other pursuits which they 
may lack the leisure to cultivate. 
Other men have other ideals which 
are more desirable and attractive 
than their round of work. Who am 
I to pass judgment on whether a 
man should retire from active life at 
sixty? If I am in active daily labor 
at eighty, it is because I like it. If 
I had liked something else better, I 
would have retired sooner.”

A NEW MOVE.—The Paris corres­
pondent of “The Londaon Standard” 
is informed that the French Ministry 
has been warned that if the English 
Benedictines are expelled from Douai, 
as is proposed under the Associa­
tions Law, a demand for compensa­
tion amounting to £100,000 will be 
supported by the British Govern­
ment. ‘ . - V -

chising the churches of Brittany. M4 
Lamy, Republican Liberal Deputy 
from Britanny, denounced the circu­
lar as vexatious and tyrannical. He 
said that over 40,000 inhabitants of 
Brittany could only speak Breton. 
“To forbid the teaching of the cate­
chism in Breton Is to suppress the 
Catholic religion in Brittany,” lie 
said. Premier Combes defended the 
measure as necessary. He said the 
priests ought to be auxiliaries to 
the teachers and aid in the propaga­
tion of the French language. Premier 
Combes concluded his remarks by 
asserting that he would rigorously 
enforce the circular suppressing the 
salaries of those priests who dis-* 
obeyed it. After some further dis­
cussion, the Chamber by 349 to 135, 
voted an order of the day approving 
the declarations of the Government.- 
There have thus far been handsome 
majorities for the Government in 
connection with the congregation 
laws. . Many priests have already 
been suspended in Brittany for per* 
sisting in the use of the Breton dia­
lect.

A PINK PARISH HOUSE. — Why 
pink is the color selected for an im 
stitution to he erected for the bene­
fit of a parish, is more than we can 
tell. At all events Rev. James 
Townsend Russell, of St. James’* 
Church, Brooklyn, Intends to con­
struct a building of pink pressed 
brick, trimmed with terra cotta. It 
is to contain a largo grillroom, dub 
rooms and a swimming pool. The 
cost is to be fifty thousand dollars.- 
The society women of the parish 
have taken a great interest in ths 
affair, and tho pastor has announced 
that he will raise the money by giv­
ing dramatic readings in public. 1 lie 
first reading will he on the 21st Fe­
bruary.

A Religious Pawn-Shop
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Tho Boston “Post” tells a strange 
story of a peculiar pawn-shop that 
exists in that model and literary 
city. The account thus begins: —

‘In the heart of the exclusive 
Back Bay under the very eaves of 
aristocratic Trinity Church* a little 
pawnshop flourishes, remarkable not 
only for its environments, hut In 
that it undoubtedly is the cheapest
n the world, the only one conducted 

by a church and the only one that 
is run solely on a philanthropic ba­
sis. Four per cent, a year is its 
rate, so cheap that every other 
pawnshop in the city and in the 
world, in fact, would be plunged into 
bankruptcy if run on a similar plan.

'rotn a tool to a jewel, and from a 
bit of silver plate to your salary, 
can you go to Trinity Chapel pawn­
shop and raise the money for your 
emergency. This philanthropic pawn­
shop is open every day but Sunday, 
two hours daily, from 11 to 1. The 
sexton nt tho cnapel door said: 
“Yes, they do lend money here,” and 
ho pointed out a little room in the 
rear of the church, where the money 
is lent and jewels received.

It is a plain, uncarpctcd, hare lit­
tle room, big enough to hold a 
small book case, a desk, a chair and 
a settee, and a very few people at a

A young lady is in charge of this 
queer pawnshop, and she claims that 
the profits do not pay her salary; it
is, they tell us, a purely philan­
thropic institution. We will believe
it, for four per cent, a year is a very 
low rate of interest to charge. How­
ever, we are strongly under the im­
pression that there is a tiny pick of 
money to be made out of it. The 
money loaned, on the security of ar­
ticles that are equal In value to the 
amounts, is not so badly invested 
after all. What bank in the United 
States would give more than four 
per cent, interest on the same mo­
ney if deposited therein? Very few, 
if any. It is quite possible that the 
object is to relieve the needy and at 
the same time to oblige them to re­
pay that which they received by 
holding In security objects that they 
value—at least sentimentally. It is 
also probable that there is an Idea 
of effacing the appearance of charity 
or alms-giving, for many people have 
a horror of asking for charity who 
would not be averse to accepting 
help provided It were in the form of 
a loan. We have no Intention to 
criticise the good purpose of the pro­
moters of this religious* pawnshop; 
but we cannot help feeling that it is
a dangerous experiment. There are j 
thousands of people in the world to­
day who would be ashamed to be 
seen going into a regular pav 
and who consequently avoid
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