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On the Passing of the Trees.

(By Our Curbstone Observer.)

ACH morning, of late, as I 
\ came along Craig street, in 
front of the Champ de Mars, 

11 noticed the gradual vanish
ing of the tall, stately trees 

that for generations have stood like 
sentinels over the departed days of 
old Montreal. The earliest picture 
of Montreal that I have ever seen 
represented the field, or level space 
of ground, behind the present Court 
House and City Hall, and long rec
ognized under the title of the Champ 
de Mars. When that drawing was 
made the popular trees were there; 
and it seems to me that in any il
lustration of our city we could read
ily recognize the military parade 
ground by that regular rank of lofty 
trees, that stood like giant grenad
iers looking down on the place 
where smaller soldiers were wont to 
perforin their evolutions. The last 
day I came that way there were on
ly four remaining of those trees; and 
it was evident that the workmen 
were preparing to lop off their 
branches and to finally tear up their 
very roots. I suppose that the in
tention is to beautify that ground, 
and to render it more attractive. The 
sodding of the steep incline towards 
Craig street would indicate some 
such purpose. I do not know whe
ther any value has been placed upon 
the trees, or whether the wood is to 
be used to relieve the strain for fuel 
that seems to be oh the increase; but 
whatever the reason, the fact remains 
that the old and lordly poplars of 
the Champ de Murs will soon have 
disappeared.

PARTICULAR FEELINGS.— Am
ongst all the daily evidences of ad
vancement along the highway of pro
gress, I confess a certain feeling of 
melancholy whenever I read of or see 
the disappearing of old landmarks. 
It makes me conjure up memories of 
days that are no more and of faces 
that I shall never see again. I re
member, a great many years ago, 
the delight with which I followed my 
father along "Little St. James 
street’’ as he took me to witness a 
review of soldiers on the Champ de 
Mars. It was a very warm and 
beautiful day in June, and we took 
our stand at the fence that then sep
arated the parade ground from the 
descent to the street. I recollect 
how, in that vast concourse of citi
zens, we clung to the shade of the 
tall poplars behind us. As if it were 
yesterday I see the regiment march
ing into the field from the east end, 
and I remember how I compared, in 
my own mind, the thousands of 
spectators that had gathered upon 
the long steps opposite to the Ro
mans of old in the Flavian Amphi
theatre, tier above tier, cheering the 
gladiators in the arena. Not a very- 
wonderful conception for a boy who 
hud just read his first pages of his
tory; but it comes back to me, out 
of the past, like a phantom of other 
days, and it was the sight the van
ishing trees that awakened the recol
lection.

THE VANISHED ONES. — As I 
stood for a moment the other morn
ing, looking up at a workman ply
ing his axe and hewing off the 
brunches of a doomed poplar, I ask
ed myself where were all the hun
dreds who stood beneath those trees 
to witness that review in the years 
long ago. My father, whom I re
member the best of all, bus long 
since gone to his eternal rest. Of 
those whom he met and greeted that 
forenoon, not one is alive to behold 
the improvements now being carried 
on and the cutting down of the fam
iliar trees. Of the scores with whom 
he shook hands I can only recall a 
few; but of that few there is not one 
left to read these lines. The late

Hon. Senator Murphy, then plain 
Mr. Edward Murphy, of Frothing- 
ham and Worm&n's, was the first we 
met; and I can well remember how 
he chatted about the former course 
of a stream that ran along Craig 
■tieet in hie school days. I thought 
it a queer story at that time; and I 
wondered why it was they had ever 
caused that stream to be converted 
Into a street. I suppose, now, it 
was for the same reason that they 
are to-day cutting down the poplur 

greetedtrees. .The next person we 
was the late Mr. M. P. Ryan; and
my recollection is of a man, at that 
time, so closely resembling my own 
father, that, as they stood side by- 
side, one might have taken them for 
brothers. As we turned back, after 
walking half way down the field, we 
met a slight, tall, elegantly-dressed 
young man, with peculiar grey eyes, 
a wealth of black hair, and the me
rest excuse for a moustache, who 
bowed to my father and passed on 
with all the grace of French noble
man. He appeared to me to be ra
ther young for a lawyer, and, to tell 
the truth, I had the impression that 
he must have been an actor. An act
or was then my beau ideal of a 
great man; and this young man, 
with his ashey complexion, and his 
elegant gesture, might have been a 
Beau Nash, a rising Booth, or a 
Paris exquisite. As he passed be
yond reach of our voices my father 
said to me: "That man is Mr. 
Chapleau; I heard him defending 
Tranchemontagne, and he is the 
most eloquent speaker I ever heard 
address a jury." Just as we came 
out, by the little gate that opened 
on St. Gabriel street, a tall, clean- 
shaved, dignified gentleman — one 
who might have sat for an artist de
sirous of reproducing the features 
atfid exterior of some members of the 
old noblesse—walked over to us and 
held a few moment’s of conversation 
with my father. As he turned to go 
away he asked if I were a good 
boy, and my father said " yes," 
and added laughingly, "we will 
make a lawyer of him, I think, and 
you will not be too hard on him 
when he comes to plead before you." 
The tall gentleman touched me on 
the head, and said: "Don’t make a 
lawyer of him, we have too mum- 
lawyers; just have him study civil 
engineering—there is a great future 
for that profession in Canada." 
That gentleman was the late Hon. 
Mr. Justice Monk.

JUST REMINDERS.—Again, as I 
stood looking at the cutting down of 
the trees on the Champ de Mars I 
thought of these men whom I had 
first met, as a boy, under their sha
dows. In commerce,, in politics, at 
the Bar, on the Bench, in whatever 
spheres they moved, these men 
made names for themsèlves; and 
they, and the men with whom they 
lived, and fraternized, and strug
gled, and moved upward and onward 
through life, are all gone, and have 
passed from the attention of the 
great throbbing world of our city, 
just as the trees are passing —never 
again to stand erect, never again to 
point upwards to those around 
them, never again to attract the
gaze of the public as they towered.-----
over their surround ngs, never airain 
to mark with an appearance of fam
iliarity the scenes that knew them 
for so many long years and the city 
whose ground was their native soil 
and whose scenery and ge-rral exte
rior were marked in a special man
ner by their presence. Str?n c mem
ories arose from out the post es I 
witnessed the passing of the trees ; 
and these memories h<^e their grrt>- 
ful sweetness as well as their mourn
ful bitterness.

Premier Laurier 
And the Pope.

A Roman correspondent writes :— 
Some alarm was caused a couple of 
days ago by reports as to the Pope’s 
health, wired by Rome correspond
ents hungering after S3nsationul par
agraphs. Needless to say that these 
alarmist rumors were wholly un

founded. as the Venerable Pontiff has

been enjoying perfect health of late, 
and. besides granting numerous audi
ences has spent several hours every 
day in the Vatican Gardens. One of 
the most notable audiences of the 
week took place on Sunday lust, 
when the Holy Father received Sir 
Wilfrid and Lady Laurier, who were 
charmed with the cordial we’cone 
extended to them by His Holiness. 
Sir Wilfrid Laurier, whom I saw af
ter the audience, expr ss.;d the great
est delight and surprise at find ng 
the Holy Father looking well and 
strong.

"When I visit the Pope," exclaim

ed Sir Wilfrid, "I come away with 
the impression that, by some special 
d s. ensat on of Prosider.ee, he is 
actually getting younger instead of 
ageing."

On the same day the Holy Father 
granted a special audience to the 
new ly-«ppointed Apostolic De’egate 
to the Philippines, Mgr. Guidi, who 
had Jvst been consecrated Archbish
op of Stanropolis by Cardinal Ram- 
poîla. Before leaving for his destin- 
atidn Mgr, GiAdi, whose absence 
from Rome is likely to be of a pro
tracted nature, will again be reieiv- 
ed by the Holy Father.

Catholic Magazines for October Business Cards Society Directory.

THE " AMERICAN CATHOLIC 
Quarterly Review" for October con
tains the usual number of scholaity 
and philosophical articles on a va
riety of subjects. It opens with a 
clever paper on the self-confessed 
failure of Mr. Herbert Spencer to 
perform the great task which he set 
out for himself half a century ago 
to reconstruct human thought on a 
purely scientific basis; to fuse all 
the facts, all the experience, and all 
the knowledge of all time In one 
molten mass, and from it fashion a 
now image of truth; in a word, to 
solve the riddle of life. Father .iB. 
Fit?simmons, in "The Last Words 
of an Agnostic," shows how utterly 
Mr. Spencer has failed in his self- 
imposed mission. The evidence of the 
failure is set forth in Mr. Spencer’s 
latest and last bvok, "Facts and 
Comments." Father Fitzsimmons 
handfes Mr. Spencer with merciless 
logic. "Now that the end is not 
likely to be long postponed," says 
Mr. Spencer, regarding his own life, 
"there results are Increasing tenden
cy to meditate upon ultimate ques
tions. It is commonly supposed that 
these who have relinquished the creed 
of Christendom occupy themselves 
exclusively with material activities— 
thinking nothing of the How and 
Why, of the Whence and the Whither. ; 
It may be so with many of the un
cultured. In the minds of those in
timately known to me the riddle of 
existence fills spaces far larger than 
the current conception fills in the 
minds of men In general." But why 
are these questions still conundrums 
with Mr. Spencer? Are they not, as 
Father Fitzsimmons asks, the prob
lems which he set out to solve for 
the world? Have we not just seen 
that when "First Principles" was 
first given to the world it was pre
faced with the information that it 
was to "strike down to the pro- 
foundest basis of human thought," 
that it was to deal with "the deep
est questions upon which the intel
lect of man has entered," and that 
moreover/it was to furnish "a know
ledge of the truths which it is most 
important for man to know?" Can 
it be that such magnificent promises 
are to fall short of fulfilment? Nay; 
did not Mr. Spencer himself unhesit
atingly tell us that his vast work 
was to deal with problems which 
concern "each and all of us more 
than any other matter whatever ?" 
Did he not inform us tfiut it would 
"affect us in all our relations?" Did 
he not assure us that it would, nay, 
"must determine our conception of 
the Universe, af Life, of Human Na- 
turo" (all of them, too, capitalized), 
ar.d that it even would and "must 
influence our ideas of right and 
wrong?" What then means this "in
creasing tendency to meditate on ul
timate questions?" What means this 
language about the "riddle of exist
ence?" Has not Mr. Spencer solved 
those questions for us? Was not 
this the scope and end of his work? 
Can it be possible that he has fail
ed to answer them satisfactorily ? 
And can it be that Mr. Spencer—at 
the end of life—is still seeking for 
answers to questions which he start
ed out to solve once and forever 
for the rest of mankind?

But alas! the truth must be con- 
fe sod. Upon these all-important 
questions it is, with the agnostic at 
last—question, perplexity, doubt : 
and doubt, perplexity,,question. In
deed there is not in history so strik
ing or instructive a tableau as that, 
of Mr. Spencer, the "great philo
sopher’ ’ of evolution and the great 
founder of agnosticism, at the er.d 
of life with the volume "Hell Open
ed to Christiars" in his hands, seek
ing in the despised and discarded 
creed answers to the questions which 
he spent his life in solving and which 
nevei theless continue to perplex his 
last days. Not Prometheus with the 
vulture pecking at his liver, not Job 
seated in his royal misery upon a 
dung hill; not the Prodigal vainly 
trying to suck life’s sustenance from 
the d scarded husks, presents a sad
der picture than the "great philo
sopher" endeavoring In vain to find 
answe s to h s questions in ♦ he very 
effervesser.ee of the creed which lie so 
long despised. It seems 'ike another 
instance of the irony of fate. Of 
cour-e it would be strange if Mr. 
Spencer sho-uld find the clamors in 
h:s mind appeased by the volume ha 
has in hand; for the simple reason 
that he cannot understand it. He 
has spent his life in ignoring and de
preciating the value of the funda
mental doctrines on which the vol
ume is baaed, to be able now to 
grasp the meaning of the work."

The Rev. Dan'el discusses learnedly 
cn "Fre-He'lcn c Writing in Aegean;" 
and the other articles are "The Con
quest of the Caucasus b* Russ’a," 
by Donat Sampson; "Jesuits at 
Court," by M. Stone; “The Sea of 
Ca hcl and its Late Arche shi p,*' by 
John J. O’Shea; "Native American
ism," by H. J. Desmond; "Spanish 
Fr'a-s in California," by Bryan J. 
Clinch; and "Education by the 
State," by Lorcnro J. Markoo

T. J. O’NEILL,
Real : Estate : Agent,

180 ST. JAMES VAIEET.
h you want to buy a property, want 

to sell your property ; if you want to 
exchange your property, want your 
rent» collected, your taxee, insurance, 
repairs and renting attended to, call or 
write for terms. Special attention 
given to properties of non-residents.

P oaptlUtanu. Wediialt Cb*m«.

A.O.H., DIVISION NO. 8. meets .. 
the first and third Wednesday j 
each month, at z868 Notre Dam. 
street, near McGill. Officers • Al
derman D. Gallery, M.P.. p.^T 
dent; M McCarthy, Vice-President 
Fred. J. Devlin, Rec.-Secretarv 
1628F Ontario etreat, L. BrophV 
Treasurer; John Hunhea, Financial 
Secretary, 65 Young etreet; M 
Fennel, Chairman Stnndirgf Conk 
tolttee; John O'Donnell. Marshal.

M. SHARKEY.
Real Esiate end Pire Insurance Agent

lS40and A 788 NOTRE DAM EST., 
Montreal.

Valuations made of Real Estate. Per
sonal supervision given to all business. 

Telephone Main 771

ST. ANN'S T. A. A B. SOClITrv 
established 1868,-Rev. Director' 
Rev. Father Flynn. President D- 
Gallery, M.P.; Sec,. J. F. QuiD„ 
626 St. DominlQue street- M j' 
Ryan, treasurer. 18 St. Augustin 
etreet. Meets on the second Sun 
dav of every month, in St Ann's 
Hell, corner Young and otta™. 
streets, at 8.80 o.m.

CARROLL BROS.,
Registered Practical Sanitarian»» 

Plomber», Steam Fitters»
Metal and Slate Roofers,

795 CRAI6 STREET, «tir II. Ritolie llretl
Drainage and Ventilation aopeeialty. 

CHA ROES MODERA TE. Telephone 1

A.O.H. LADIES' AUXILIARY nu 
vision No. 5 Organized Oct. l’otb 
1901. Meeting are held on le, 
Sunday of every month, at 4 n m 
and 3rd Thursday, at 8 p.m. Mi,; 
Annie Donovan, president; Mrs 
Sarah Allen, vice-president; Mis» 
î10™ F-avanaugb, recording-,,,ere. 
tary, 166 Inspector etreet; Miea 
tonma Doyle, financial-secretary - 
Mise Charlotte Spark., treasurer' 
Rev. Father McGrath, chaplain. '

CONHOY BROS.
228 Centre Street,

PracllcilPluebefi, Bis and SUieFitlin
ELECTRIC «end MECHANICAL

Tel
BELLS, etc.

Main 3552. Night and Day Servlets

Telephone 3833.

THOMAS O’CONNELL
Oealeiin General Household Hardware. Paints 

Oils, and a fine line of Wall Papers,

Cor. Murray and Ottawa
STREETS.

PRACTICAL PLUMBER,

GAS, STEAM ni HOT WATER FlfTEI
RUTLAND LINING, FITS ANY HTOIK 

CHEAP,
Orders promptly attended to. *•* Moderate 

barges. .*! A trial solicited.

ST. ANTHONY'S COURT, C. 0. F.,
meets on the second and fourth 1
Friday of every month In their I
hall, corner Seigneurs and Notre 1
Dame streets. A. T. O’Connell. C.
U., T. W. Kane, secretary.

Established 1864.

C. O’BRIEN,
House, Sign and Décorative Pain lei

PLAIN AND DECORATIVE

PRPER-HARSER.
Whitewaehin gand Tinting Order ^promptly 

attended to. Terms moderate.
tteeidence 645, Office 647, Dorchester street, 

east of Bleary street Montreal.
Bell Telephone. Main. 14(15.

FURLONG,
Wholeeale and Retail Dealer *»

CHOICE BEEF, VEAL, MOTTO» and POOK,
34 Prince Arthur Street.

Special rates for Charitable Institution!. 
Telephone East 47.

LAWRENCE RILEY.
PLASTUrtHI

Succeesorto John Riley. Established in 1866 
Plain and Ornamental Plastering. Repaire 0 
all kinds premptly attended to Estimates fn

Established in 1866
____________ -Ateri

all kinds premptly attended to, 
niehed Postal orders attended
Street,Pel** St.Charles.

8T. PATRICK'S SOCIETTy.—Estab- 
0^arCh ®th' 185«. iMorpoîÏ!

eted 1868. revised 1864. Meets in 8t. Patrick'. Hail. 92 St. 2g£ 
tisr street, first Monday of the 
month. Committee meets lost Wed
nesday. Officers : Rev. Director 
Rev. M. Callaghan, P.P. President, 
Hon. Mr. Justice C. J. Doherty; 
1st Vice, F. E. Devlin, M.D.; 2nd 
Vice, F. J. Curran, B.C.L.; Treas
urer, Frank J. Green, Correspon- 
in Secretary, John Kahala; Rec
ording Secretary, T. P. Tansey.

ST. ANN'S YOUNG MEN’S SOCIE
TY organized 1885 — Meets in it» 
hall, 157 Ottawa street. on t'he 
fiist Sunday of each month, at 
2..10 p.m. Spiritual Adviser. Rev. 
E. Strubbe, C.SS.R.; President," 
M. Casey; Treasurer, Thomao 
O’Connel; Secretary, W. Whitty.

ST. PATRICK’S T. A. A B. SO
CIETY.—Meets on the second Sun
day of every month in St. Pat
rick’s Hall, 92 St. Alexander St., 
immediately after Vespers. Com
mittee of Management meets is 
same hall the first Tuesday of every 
month at 8 p m. Rev. Father Mc
Grath, Rev. President ; W. P. 
Doyle, 1st Vice-President ; Jno* 
P. Gunning, Secretary, 7)6 St. An
toine vtreet, Stv Henri.

O.M.B.A. OF CANADA, BRANCH 
26.—(Organized, 13th November- 
1873.—Branch 26 meets at St. 
Patrick's Hall, 92 St. Alexander 
St., on every Monday of each 
mon?h. The regular meetings for 
the transaction of business are 
held on the 2nd and 4th Mondays 
of each month, at 8 p.m. Spiritual 
Adviser, Rev. M. Callaghan; Chan- 
oellor, F. J. Curran, B.C.L.; Pre
sident, Fred. J. Sears; Recording- 
Secretary, J. J, Coetigan: Finan
cial-Secretary, Robt. Warren : 
Treasurer, J. IT. Feeley, Jr.: Medi
cal Adviser», Drs. H. J. Harrison,. 
E. J. O’Connof and G. H. Merrill1.

FRANK J. CURRAN
B.A..B.C.L.»

.ADVOCATE...
Savings ^Bank Chambers, 180 St. James 

Street. Montreal.

Roofs of
Every Description

Asphalt, Cement, and 
Vulcanite Floors.

If Low Prices make a bargain, High 
Quality donbles it, that is why we are sure 
of our own ground.

• All our work supervised 1 >f Special
Expert*

GEORGE W. REID & CO.,
786 CRAIG STREET.

T-

OHUROH BBLL8.

CHURCH BELLS
Chime» end Pcale,

Ben Superior Copper end Tin. Uetuurprle*
MobHANE BELL FOUNDRY 

Baltimore, Mu.

IBNEELT BELL COMPANY
TROY, N.Y., end

■•■•fitter» Seperlor CHURCH BELLA

AS nr TODS RMPTT U*e"SAVE teMisw1Vil I I» Mrye^he «mptybeei sad j
be premia

; fosse-K582
Subscribe to the

“True Witness.'1
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