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THE FARMER’S ADVOCATE.April 20, 1864 151
A Successful Silo.

an INTERESTING LETTER FROM DR. HARRISON, OF 
NKEPAWA, MANITOBA.

To the Editor of the Farmer’s Advocate

Dear Sir,—I have yours of 27th inst., asking 
about our success in making ensilage at our stock 
farm, at Newdale, on the M. & N. W. Ry. I may 
say that it met our fullest expectation. We (for I 
have a partner, Mr. John L. Cook) were led to go 
into cattle breeding from so many store cattle 
being in the country and no market for them, since 
the scheduling of Canadian cattle. Before making 
a move, we visited Mr. Bedford, of the Experi­
mental Farm, at Brandon, to learn how making 
ensilage had succeeded with him, because we felt 
that this was the key to the whole business. So 
confident were we after our interview with him, 
that we put up a large bank barn, 60 x 70, stone 
foundation, basement to hold 56 head, with nine- 
foot ceiling, and an addition one storey to hold 60 
head more. In the north-east and north-west 
corners of the barb, we placed our silos, 11 x 12 feet 
inside and 24 feet deep, by placing in end joists 2x10, 
16 in centre, and lining first with good, dry shiplaps, 
then a coat of building paper, and then another 
course of shiplaps ; this completed the silos. They 
rest on the ground in the basement, and extend 
up into the barn above. The floors of the silos are 
puddled clay, which got smooth and hard.

planted twelve acres North Dakota flint 
the 25th and 26th May, on good, well-work­

ed out stubble land. The summer treatment of the 
com was as advised by Mr. Bedford. By the 20th of 
August we had a full stand of corn averaging 
about six feet ; the com was glazing in the cob. 
This we cut and bound in loose Sheaves with a 
Massey-Harris open back binder on 21st and 22nd 
August, and in the following days drew in and put 
through the cutting box and elevated into one suo, 
filling it to €he.:top, and next]day when it had settled 
we covered with layers of cut hay two feet deep, 
to exclude air. We opened the silo about 10th 
November, and found that we had not over 200 
pounds of waste, the balance to last feed was as 
good as I ever saw. About freezing, there is no 
danger ; it is hot enough to hold in anv,weather, 

spt perhaps a little on the top after the cover is 
but that does not hurt. We tied our cattle in, 

116 head, about 1st November, they took to the en­
silage at once, and began thriving as they would 
have done in good rich pasture. We were sorry we 
had not more. This year we are putting in fifteen 
acres peas and oats, and same of corn, for ensilage. 
The peas and oats will go in bottom, corn on top, 
and have no fears of result. The Dakota corn is a 
good, hardy variety, and if well-worked and kept 
clean will give an abundant return. As to cost of 
silo, anyone can work out the size he wants and 
prices of lumber. As to cost of com, that depends a 
good deal on who works it, and how he manages, 
same as any other crop.

I agree with you that cattle feeding must in the 
near future be one of our important industries, and 
that its success depends a great'deal on ensilage ; 
roots are too expensive. Our coarse grains must 
be condensed into cattle, hogs, butter and cheese, 
to overcome our excessive freight rates. This is one 
of the ways to beat the C. P. R. Again, no land will 
stand successive croppings of wheat, it must wear 
out. The sooner our farmers look these facts in the 
face and lay their course accordingly, the fewer of 
them will complain of hard times and short crops.

Yours very truly,
D. H. Harrison, of Harrison & Cook, 

Newdale, Map.

A Pointer for Young nen with Limited 
Capital.

Editor of Farmer’s Advocate —
Dear Sir,—You kindly asked me some time 

ago to let you know what I thought of the North­
west as a home for young men with very litnifaiH 
capital. I shall now try and give yon a short
account of what I think to be one of the best and , „ , T .... . , , _ , ,
safest ways for a young man to start out here I Farmera Instltute» to be organized in Graham’s 
would advise all such to take a situation, say on a ?al1* NaPinka* on M»7 hst, at 7 o’clock in the even- 
sheep ranch if possible, that is to say if he inclines ing* 
to sheep. He will be able to earn $30 per month or 
so. These earnings he can put into sheep in the Farmers’ Institute, to he organised in the Masonic 
fall of the year and hand them over to some person | HaU* Boissevain, on May 2nd, at 1 o’clock p. m. 
who will take them on shares from him, the person 
having himself a small flock, but not enough to give IInatitute turned out in large numbers to hear Mr. 
his whole attention to (this addition, with perhaps Badfbrd’s lecture on March 26th. All thoroughly 
another such, will enable him to do so.) He must, I appreciated the lecture, 
however, have a written agreement with the party 
who takes them in hand. I enclose such an 
ment, which you can use at your discretion.

Yours, &c., T. M. B.
AGREEMENT BETWEEN A AND B, ALTA., N. W. T., I McColmsn On “ Root Culture.” Lively discussion 

date, 1st OCT., 188... I followed.
A agrees to take care of one hundred yearling

ewes (said ewes being the property of B) and their I The last winter meeting was held on March 24th.
increase for the term of three years from the date I . _ «.v ,, . „ ,hereof. He will provide all the feed, shelter and After the reading b7 M* Wilson of his excellent
rams necessary for said sheep, shear them, sack or P*!1®® on “Agriculture in the Public Sdfc-nls
ball the wool, and deliver it yearly for shipment at which appears in another column, the following
whatever railway station he ships his own from, discussion took place z—
SiS h^dr^dnÔüUhMD^and^ill^on'orTÆ I Mr* Leech- a»M he regretted thatit had takenSSSES ism

»?”"fi A» to’Mœâu’ÆbSâidtoX'to i““ j*nted

isriSfisais hïLS’æï îæ,,sheep. The division of lambs and wool shall be 1te K twuT,Urht VJ'ÎEï

iently present at V^e dividmgof the lambs, C will pointed out the benefit of practical teaching, in- 
act forhun, «id, in aft*emergency affecting these dancing botany ; that if the plant was intherokool 
sheep, the said A is authorized to consult said O, room the lesson was taught in much less time than

At SSS from the text book andhad a more lasting effect, 
of shearing the owned by B shallfbe separated He said education in a calling improves a man in
from kSPfc that calling, but that does no “say he was intsaded
apdpacki^ by itself andshtil then be equally I for jt. It was a great mistake putting children «ta 
divided, ^t Jnd°f «very s^n, sav immediately calling for which they were not intended. H. 
after weaning, the said A win make an accurate Nicol thoroughly believed in agricultural education, 
inventory ahowing exactly the wuTn^r and ap- He thought chiÜdren must be dull indeed If such 

the age® of all the sheep belonging to education did not do them good. He did not see 
« then m.hm)pompon, and win mad a copv cf how education of any kind could do anything but 
said inventory to said B. Should the said À at good. He thought farmers did not value their call- 
any time thfok it d^iroble to dispose of any defe^ fnp M they should. They should look on them- 
tive sheep from B s lot he is at liberty to do so, and selves as the most Important factor in this country, 
will replace them from his own bunch or account Mr. Noble, of Blythe Institute, was at one with 
satisfactorily to B for them. I Mr. Wilson’s paper. He thought the farmers lacked

scientific knowledge. He had never farmed till he 
came to Manitoba twelve years ago. He had learned

F.U. on W«<U. I
The following notice has been received from the farmers were in the dark. He Instanced France 

Department of Agriculture, and is one of the re- and what agricultural education had done for her, 
suits of the animated discussions that took place in »nd as we were so far from market our margins 
[th’H.uaedaringUrt «-U» on theell-tanpoetont chlSSfw2j

1 We understand it is the intention of the Depart- closetlby D^F^Witoon reading^ paper cm Hirsute 

ment to publish the prize essays in bulletin form, ject, which we hope to publish in an early issue, 
along with other information pertaining to weeds ; I The following resolution waspassed:—rThat this
also illustrations of the most important varieties, mstituteheartily concurs with the resolution passed 
In the circular, two important weeds have been JT tbf. ko®*1, *jfegaÿlng .a^r,<^u
omitted : The rag weed, or as it is often called • uca$ °”’ rogrotthat they did not take some 
the club weed, is becoming a very troublesome immediate definite action in the matter, 
pest in many parts of the country ; the seed is I bird’s HILL
about the same size as wheat and very difficult to „„„ rL.„, a.,,. . ... ... ...clean out of wheat. We are surprised that this Farmers Institutewas organized on April 4th, with 
weed in not included in the act among the noxious a membership of38. R. E. A, Leech, Becretainr of 
weeds, as it is much worse than wild buckwheat, C,en5r&1* °.®^Lafced 68 mî?ÎSr ceremonies, and the 
and the tumble weed (Indian Head variety) is as election of officers resulted as follows ÿwident, 
near our borders as is the Russian thistle, and R. Taylor ; vice-president, George Chudleigh ; 
should receive a share of attention. s^rotory-treasurer. Wm.lWalter. Directors-Siss

The following is the circular —: p' Lutton, B. Hoddmott. J.B. Ashley, N. B. Mc-
“ In order to direct the attention of farmers in Manitoba andA. J*

to the dangers arising from the spread of noxious weeds H®nr7 1*7*or A. J. Kayle. Mr. Waugh then 
throughout the province. I have decided to offer prizes for the addressed the meeting , on gardening, after which 
best essays on “Manitoba Weeds and How to Destroy Them,” Mr. H. McKellar, Chief Clerk of the Department of 
as follows j Agriculture, delivered an interesting address on

i50o’ general farm topics, which was well received, after
io.oo. which the meeting adjourned to meet again on the

Prizes may be competed for by any resident of the province. I 28th inst., at 7.30 p. m.
Special notice is given to all the Farmers’ Institutes in the I ----------------------------------- -
province, with the hope that many essays may come from the I ^ PgtfOllS’ Supply Company.

. Notice is given in the last Manitoba Gazette for
wheat. Couch Grass and Russian Thistle. incorporation of “The Patrons Commercial Union,

The most practical information in the smallest compass of to carry on the business of dealers In farmers’ sup-
WOIE8say8^nust"be sent to the Department of Agriculture and
Immigration on or before the 1st day of June, 1»4. Mark en- farm produce. Portage la Prairif 
velope “ Essay, Noxious Weeds." quarters ; capital stock, $100,000, in $25

the essays will be submitted to a committee of practical applicants are : C. Braithwaite, wTc
““"when prizesare!iwarSed^the prizejessays wUlbepublished J- Gr®^n> Ç^***®, ^. Prai£ie ; K 
in bulletin form for general information to the public. I Burnside ; Wm. Lowler, Poplar

Tiios. Greenway, I Arthur, Westboume ; D. W. Mc(
Minister of Agriculture and Immigration. I all farmers.

The Institutes. S
LITTLE MOUNTAIN

Farmers’ Institute, to be organized on April 26th, at 
4 o’clock p. m., in the Little Mountain school house, 
in the municipality of Rosser, just a few miles west 
of Winnipeg.
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Institute held their second meeting on March 22nd, 
when able and interesting papers were read by 
Thoe. McIntosh on “ Potato Culture ” and by P.
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Flax Growing.
BY BOB BARCLAY, BALMORAL.

I should have liked to have seen more notice of 
this crop in the columns of your very useful 
periodical, and regret that some of our enterprising 
brethren do not extend to us their various ex­
periences.

From what I know I would strongly recommend 
every farmer to give it a trial this season, if they 
should only try as much as serves their own home 
wants, as this would not only be a good test, but 
also would insure them having their cattle, sheep 
°"A 1 in the best of order and health. This

___.on almost any class of ordinary
soil. It is most useful upon breaking in, thoroughly 
pulverizing and leaving the land in excellent order 
for wheat. But as a matter of course, it yields a 
heavier and finer crop upon old or cultivated 
ground. I could give you many instances where it 
has done well in the province, but will content my­
self by relating the experience of Mr. A.
Foxton. He has grown flàx for the ! 
years. At first he confined himself to an acre or 
two for his own requirements, but finding it do so 
well he tried six acres in 1892, which yielded him 
1-K) bushels ; and last year he sowed nine and a-half 
acres, from which he threshed out 200 bushels. 
His two last crops followed oats ; he allowed one 
bushel of seed per acre. He had no difficulty in 
selling out all he grew at $1.25 per bushel, mostly 
for seed. These are facts worth knowing. How 
is it that so few of our intelligent farmers do not 
grow more flax ? Mr. Wood says he is going to 
put down twenty acres in it this year.
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