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destiny may load them. They nrc free in choose either course, and etrong, a heathen must nceesanrilj lean u|«m himself. The 
as free as the British Parliament, and fur this once the mother settler in foreign and sparsely inhabited countries needs and an­
cientry will abide by their choice, but there arc n i more alter- mures a degree of self reliance and self-assertion which would bo 
natives than these. They may construe Mr Cardwell's des- offensive in the per.- on of a member of civilized society. And 
patches as they like, or draw what conclusions they please from , the Greek lievaiue s lf-sufficient even in his c hies, as having no 
debates in Parliament, but that, so far as wo have any capacity definite promise of help mt of himself, or beyond Ins own re- 
to understand it, is the determination of the nation. Months j sources. But it is curio is to notice how in the main the ethics 
ago one of the most intelligent of Canadians replied to some of *2.000 years ago ropca* themselves in the fashionable ethics 
searching questions on the subject much in this fashion,—“ We , of to-day. Much of what Aristotle has said of the inagnani- 
prefer Great Britain to the United States ; if you will tight for1 mous man ns to his carriage and bearing, might have been pub* 
us we aro willing to fight, Imt it is not worth our while to light1 lished only last year as a fashionable treatise by the lion. Mr.
as the South has done ; we should not be extinguished by un- A------ or Lady B------- on good breeding and the manners of a
nexation, and the stake is not great enough." If that express gontlcman. After a word or two here and there—blot out the 
the heart of the colonists, and all this news looks like it, there rather offensive self-sufficiency—lay a very thin wish of colour 
is an end of the matter. Tney are free already over the superciliousness of manner which is somewhat too

We do not profess to know the inner mind of the Canadians manifest in Aristotle’s magnanimous man, and you might be 
either on the Confederation or the alliance with Great Britain, reading a description of “ the swell," os poor Jones calls the 
but this much seems to us certain,—it is absolutely necessary man wlm lives and moves and lias his b ong in society. There 
for this country t" know that inner mind. The very first thing is no doubt, in fact, that the laws of gool breeding, the leyet 
to be done before wo can move another stop is to ascertain pn- inscript ft of society, do tend, move or less, to produce an up- 
cisely what the bulk of the colonists desire—if they th mselves iiennnec of what the old Greeks named magnanimity. These 
know—to assure them they are at full liberty to vote themselves laws «re simply the barriers which the common sense of most 
independent without incurring charges of treason, and, if they ! has erected, to protect jieoplo who are thrown much together 
reject that offtr, to submit to them in some intelligible form the from each other’s impertinences. They tiro linos of defence, 
conditions of our alliance. If they accept them, well ; if they and therefore their tendency is to isolate the individual from the 
modify them in any endurable way, well also ; but if tlvy re- crowd ; to make him self-contained, reticent, and independent 
ject them the rejection must be accepted as proof that they value f opinions ; alike careless of censure and indifferent to np- 
their connection with Britain only for the pecuniary relief it af- i plausc. It may be said that much of this is only manner, 
fords, and the connection must cud. Such a severance would But, ns in poetry the matter often grows out of the manner, so 
be regarded by the majority of educated Englishmen with a I the character is insensibly influenc 'd by the outward bearing ; 
feeling of bitter pain. It hurts their pride, breaks up their a man becomes to ?omo extent what ho wishes to ap|
dream of an Empire ringed round with a fence of Anglo-Saxon 
alliances, impairs their confidence in the policy which of late 
years has induced them to do justice to tho colonics often to 
their own hurt. But it is ini|Mi»sihle in the present state of the 
world that all tho advantages of alliance should be on one side, 
and the colon:sts, as they have demanded the advantages of in­
dependence, must also accept its burdens. England is willing, 
as the vote in the House of Commons showed, to be faithful to

Mac mi'lan ’* Mnyn

OUR M ULTIME STRENGTH.
( S/tec tutor. )

No m in ever quite attains his own ideal. Tint seems to be tho
I,... ,i................ : I root of the chorus of criticism which always breaks out when the

« Hem. hut the contract i> one of marriage, and the weaker side v i i- . i i i , ■ , , • ■,... , . , " • munir piuv ! >iiva| hstimate* are produced, and winch almost convinces timid
cannot break, n ami ilciuand maintenance tut. nvoplv that tin at llrii mi, «III, all 1,,-r wnci-l.iim, ,m I,, r marine.

Ins not an etli dent navy. The national ideal has lor som • years 
been a nivv, chiefly of iron clads, stronger than the navies of any 

I two l'owers, compose.| ,,t invulnerable ships each able to destn y 
ment without injury lo itself, e i<-li able to sail to tlie PacificOK MAGNANIMITY. | an opponent without injury to itself, each <i 

if necessary, each as swift as a despatch boat, and altogether cost- 
“ Tho magnanimous man,” said Aristotle, “ is he who, being ing about eight millions a year. Nobody, however, ever gets his 

really worthy, estimates bin own worth highly. If a man puts ideal ; this nation lias not got it, and never will get it : and the 
too liigli a value upon himself, he in vain. And if a man, being n’-'1 lloillt »°r discussion » whether its cllorts secure any reason-
worthy, dg>* not rate 111..... If at his pro,HT worth, why lie is ublv or sullit „mly reasonable apprend, t-vanls ,is end. Lord
i;,,I i .1 .. I I, . .. 11 ... . l l.iivncv ni'jvt, as s|t.ik<ismui tor I ho tn»\ ruinent, sa\s that solittle iK'ttor than a fool. But the magnanimous man win he , , , . . . 1 . .... , , , ;v ii ,,i.., I . I , , , n ... , ... much at least has been obtained, lhe nation, he says, will hy tho
only moderately grat.hcd by the honours which the world heaps end of tiré rear a total ot thin y i.on-clads, all of the
upon him, uitiler the impression that lie lias simply got what u* first-class in one way or another, though four are intended only 
his due. He will liehave with moderation under IhiiIi lud for- tor harbour defence, and four cannot be -••nt to great dis* 

cxulted and how to tances be •an-e t!•••>• arc -i large that out of England they could
not be dock ml. Hocks, however, are to he built at M ilia and
Bermuda, by which that defect will be remedied. In addition to 
this lin -ol-liattle fleet there will be seven armed vessels built

iicti he cares lor Me is reticent ami enli|v|v |iir oll a niM improved from that of the A'almm:,
but speaks Ins mind openly and I told- jMil.n,|n| (Utin>tv for the protection of commerce. This is the 
it. lie is not apt to admire, for vessel which ol all oilier# private vanls van Iwst turn out, anti it

tune and good. He will know how to be 
be abused, lie will neither be delighted with success, nor 
grieved by failure. He will neither slum danger, nor seek it; 
for there are few things which lie cares for. He is reticent and 
somewhat slow of speech, but t

'
nothing is great to him. lie overlooks injuries. He is not is us«'|ess therefore to overdo their construction. In addition to 
given to talk alsiut himself or about others; for he does not all this force there is a woolen steam fled, hereafter to be found 
care that lie himself should be praised or that other people more useful than some critics believe, admitted to be s" to
should be blamed, lie does not erv out nlmut trifles, and woo leu fleet in existence. To man them we .• otJ.TiO
Oltn. l.el,. from none. .........top of iltv nntsnnnim...... .... i, I .......... . ... tl... r, «. .............I tr ..... g sek«U

, . • 1 - , , * 1 i.i I winch turn out «mue .......... most » liment m iiucii a war. I Ins
slow, his voice deep, and Ins language stately; for he who cures ^ imm,.llM. whi.„ Wl. that Secretary Welle, in
about few things has no need to hurry, uml lie who thinks high- year of war regis er> only 17.VOO American-Imm sea-
Iv of nothing needs not to be vehement about anything Such men, comprises a proportion of “ expert" gunners which has 
is the character of the magnanimous man. us drawn by an old doubled in two years, and is as a IkxIv so orderly that the demand 
hcathoi writer more than ti.OHU years ago. Doubtless this was for go* i-conduct pav rises every )car till it becomes an appre- 
» stand .“d of perfection at which Aristotle himself aimed, and r'*bl "eight upon the finances. All this we obtain at an ex-
wl licit many a Greek attained to—in outward seeming at least ; I"'"'” M »" rm","1 nu!,‘l".,> l’" ,mll,uu' n

,i ii T .1 is in course ol steady reduction mini two causes, lhe conver-"r*1'' ; Vt?"™" m-t '»»' ,hl. i, ^tting iw,ll tlnno, ver. -lowly indmt, but
when I aulof 1 arsus preached oil Mar.- Hill to a crowd of gos- sl;|, done, and as it gets done the number of men employ-
sips and triflers four hundred years later. And certainly the v,i decreases. The iron-clads do not want so many men, but need 
portrait ns drawn by Aristotle has something grand, we may more thoroughly qualified men, in fact ; to use Lord Clarence 
also say noble, in its lineaments. Indeed, it would be noble Paget’s strong illustration, “ skilled labour is being substituted for 
but for the lazy scorn which flashes from the eye and curls the brute force." !• inally, behind and beyond all this enormous pro­
lip. Self-contained and self-reliant, the magnanimous man vision of ships and docks, and men and material, rests the still
tower, ttbovo hi, fellows, like »„ mk ms.pl nml.-l.il motto |,ro.,.,on »<>* !" pn.sle lt.o.1,, . pro.,«on I»'?»

. h , . , , lo lit out a great war m a twelvemonth, and all available tor
ner franges neejiee es And. if there be somewhat too much monev< ,|iough doubtless after « certain loss of time, 
of self-sufficiency about him, we must remember thut, to bo great jt gyems a very satisfactory statement that, and the only ques-


