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PURPLE HELLEBORE (fo show honey-gland

nourish the plant.  Instead of petals we find
tubular nectaries filled with honey, which are
situated between the sepals and the stamens,
These tubes are attractive to bees from tl
sweet though poisonous liquid they contain,
and in thus rifling the nectaries they brush the
pollen on to the stigma and fertilise the flower,

It seems strange that the Christmas ros
with its snowy flowers should be called black
hellebore, but it is so named from its dark
wk and black fibre,

MiTEs.

Some valuable foreign insects in my muscum
have been reduced to a heap of dust by a
rmy of icroscopic mites, whose life work it
is to demoli-h dried specimens, and whether
they are butterflies, wasps, beetles, or plants
scems immaterial to them,

I'his incident has led me to some slight
study of the mite family, and T am surprised to
tind how many species there are and what
widely differing kinds of work they are engaged
upor

AN ANECDOTE OF PRINCEss Magy,
Duoness oF Trok,

Cm a brief visit to Lord Scfton, at Croxteth,
her Royal Highness visited the Hospital for
Women, Liverpool, without any formality,
She wished to see it as it was, Her Royal
Highness went through all the wards, speaking
to every woman and handing to her a littl
bouguet,  On leaving one ward she inquired
why one woman was crying so bitterly, and
being informed that she was about to undergo
a serions operation, her Royal Highness ex-
claimed, = T will go to her; I will go to he
again and try to comfort her,”  She hurried
back to the patient’s bed, and was scen for
some minutes holding a whispered conversas
tion, whilst stroking the poor toil-worn hand.
Turning away, wiping her eves, the Princess
said, 1 wish to ‘»r kept informed how that
patient goes on.'”  On reaching the hall ol
the hospital her Royal Highness made some
laughing inquiry into the presence of **aman ™
in the hospital; she was told it was the poor
patient's hushand, who was in great grict.
The royal lady said, 1 will speak to him.
Where can 1 go to speak alone to him "
A door being open—that of the pantry !—her
Roval Highness drew the poor husband in
with her, and tried in a homely, kindly way
to console him. Her remark to those near

PARIETTES.

We all know the cheese mite which quickly
reduces our favourite Stilton to a mass of
powder ; this much resembles the destroyer of
dried butterth both are lik certait
other n whic! s in d god o

Ihere is pecial mite whicl ts 1
fig 1 species prefers dried plums,

hers of the ostrich are infested by a
minute creature of this kind, and it is also found
in owl's plumage.

In the cavities of the bones of skeleton

mites exist I honeveomb quickly
taken in h ther nd de . A
specimen of 1
sacred heetle of Egy
was ~cnt to me al
" years  ago. [
it in health
t sixteen months
but so rapidly di
mites breed upor
livinz body that every
few weeks 1 had
place it in warm wat
and with a camel
hair pencil brush
dozens min 4
specks w I could
only ju liscert
running over its SPINNING
body, (Zetrany
Sometimes hun {

ble-bees are infeste
in this way, and 1

£
state, apparently
their tormentors,

Ihe  excessiv 1
experience after wa it
to the harvest-mit
<kin and there creates nilame |
much

Some years ago ! other
of the family and ¢ arve! at
extraordinary  labours A fw bush w
apparently wreathed in fine white muslin
layers between the branches fold fol
wzy material were multitud
of eoks  carcering ot
« ne specime hon l

VARIETIES.
her was, “Well, 'm glad T asked about bi

I think he will fee! comforted.”  Just litt!

actions such as these endeared the Duchess t
the general public; and this has a peculia
pathos when we know that she herself hac

undergo the

1gony ol two operations i

e Humay Raci.—How «
is the human race. If we reckon -
tion of the world at fourteen hundred millions,
there would be room for them all on the frozen
surface of the Lake of Constance in Switzer-
Land, and the crush would not be so very g
cither, as there would be a space of fi
feet for each person. I the ice were to break
and the whole human race were thy
into a watery grave, the level of
would only be raised

six inches.

Fraxen Locks,
“1 saw the tresses on her brow
So beautifully braided ;

I never saw, in all my life,
Locks look as well as they did
She walked with me one windy day,
Ye zephyrs, why so thieving ?

The lady lost her flaxen wig !
Oh! sceing'’s not believing ! ™
Zhomas Haynes Layly.

soon discovered they were spinning n
(Zetranychus linteariu

Fhere are many species, and it is one of
these, the soscalled *red spider,” which does
so much mischief in greenhouse v sucking

the juices of plants,

divds are sadly worried by
which lives in the crevices ot
10t kept perfectly clean.  The
om their attacks is a good
perches and every part of
solution of carbohe acid ; t)

get rid of the inscets,

EFETLE M

(Crama 1w o "

Mratorum,.

I am not attempting to write
mites or else T might speak of «
species, some parasitic upon flics and s

and others inhaoiting ponds and ditches,

an ¢

have but touched upon a few kinds I hay
happened to meet with in daily lite,

These min creatures evidently hay
ppointed work which they do seeretly
mysteriously all unknown to us, until
.1 lusty fragments shows
W en army has been enc

\', f

tration in p H
Witches
Ma AGES OF MEN OF GENIUs, =\ 1

enits

nly needs a
) one genius in one |
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has often been said thot
vosuceess in life until she had learnc
to breast the waves of trouble and been well-
nigh shipwrecked or cast upon the shoals o
misfortune, there to suffer and learn wisdon
through the bearing of burdens and cros
Uninterrupted prosperity never brings out th
best qualities of humanity,

While it seems a very hard lesson to learn,
itis always of the greatest advantage to youny
people to be thrown entirely upon their own
resources and compelled to work out their owr
everyday salvation,  Whatever they will make
of themselves depends to a great degree upon
their temperament and disposition.  If they
have the proper mettle they wre bound t
come out all right, to develop into some-
thing honourable, and will some day be thank-
ful for the fortune that stranded them at an
carly age and compelled them to exercise self-
reliance, forcthought, and the ability to adapt
themselves to circumstances.

Nno one ever

IMAGINATIVE (nRES,=The girl of imagina-
tion without learning has wings and no feet,
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