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that there is none like him in the earth,” ete. And
then God allows Satan to bring Job to the very
point where He wanted him, the discovery of what
he was. Job said, ** When the ear heard me, then
it blessed me ; and when the eye saw me, it gave
witness to me. Because I delivered the poor that
cried,” etc. And he had done it ; this was his third
heaven, and therefore the lLord allows Satan to
break him down entirely., And what does he say
then? ‘| have heard of thee by the hearing of the
ear ; but now mine eye seeth thee. Wherefore I
abhor myself, and repent in dust and ashes.” This
is exactly what He wanted. Satan had been used
as an instrument of God to bring Job into the con-
dition of being made nothing of in his own eyes,
and then God can bless him. It is very disagree-
able work to get to know ourselves, but very use-
ful work. Peter is sifted, and has to learn that
this confidence that he has in himself is the very
occasion of his failure. [In the end the Lord not
only restores his soul, but makes him the channel
of blessing to others, When you know vour own
utter nothingness, then you can go and help others.
Go and feed my sheep, the Lord says to Peter. [t
is very humbling and trying to be made nothing of,
but very useful, because we are all disposed to
think too well of ourselves.,

Lest then Paul should be exalted above measure,
a thornin the flesh is given to him. We learn from
the Epistle to the Galatians that it was something
that made him contemptible in his preaching. It




