18 FUTURE OF E

according t0 indications of the times,
the latter is little more than a congregation of individuals fr
witho ch fusion. But, in the process of time and nature€
and the greatness of such a peo-
the different

what is true of races
solutely, tru€ of languages and literature ; whilst, in t

lish language and its literatur® the analogy especially holds good-
There are eighteen political divisions in Europe, not counting 2 few

mS\gmﬁca t states, whose popu\at\om, SO as language oncerned,
are included i the eightee On the other nd, there are st ty different
languages SP en on the same ontinent. ach language presents 2
nation, th h not a racé of e. For instancé the Irish, the High-

immense fusion that must have taken place in the course of centuries
amongst the people of Europé, and bears out what has been said con-

cerning purity of race.

Of the sixty languages spoken in Europe, English, French, Ger-
man, Russian, anish and Italian are the strongest and most progres-
sive ; En lish the most progressive of all. Yet this English language,
which thus stands pre-eminent\y first among European languages spoken
now, is not @ pure language: {t is made up of two elements, the Gothic
or Teutonic, and the Latin Of Classic ; the latter strengthening and en-

riching the former, the former enlarging, developing, perfecting the sphere

How these tWo elements came to be combined and fused in one
another is @ matter of history, a5 interesting as it is easily intelligible.
Briefly, the conquests of which we read in the history of nations are€

First, the conquest in which the conquerors dispossess ©OF extirpate
the conquered, as was the case€ in the English conquest of Britain—2

purely barbaric conquest.

Secondly, where the conquering nation gained 3 footing but was con-
tent to share the conquered country with its previous occupants without
interfering to any great extent with the customs Of language of the sub-
dued people; genera\ly,because of coming in contact with 2 higher civili-

zation than their own. An example of this occurred in the fifth century:

Lastly, where the conquerors insist on N° general occupation of the
soil, permit the previous occupants t0 remain, and only demand that
their dominion Of rule over the country be acknowledged: i
of conquest is that of on¢ civilized nation by another. Civilization, N©
matter in what respect Of degree, counts for 2 8 s

The Norman Conquest of England in 1066 was essentially a con

quest of the last description-
The Normans, s ebody did not transfer themselves t0 England.

Duke William simply mvadec’i England and mastered the country.




