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TLN THOUSAND A-VLARI
(C< >/»«/• imJ.)

tBut mark don't suj>|»o»«* that li» had wr* 
ined a* extensive operation. Une would have 
tught him anxious to g-t rid of as much a» 
eible of hie abominable eamly-coloured hair 

■^uite the contrary. Leery hair ol ins spread- 
| whiskers wae -acred Iroiu the touch ot 
ml; and a bushy crop of hair stretched under* 
ath his chin,c oming curled out on each side 

[ It, aboee I is stock, like two little horns or 
Ifca. An iinpeual -s. e. a dirt-coloured lull 
■air, pemu ted to grow pvrpt ndicularlv down 
I upper lip ot j uppii-s and a pair ol promit* 
r mustache'*, |-o -r Mi. Titmouse had l>cen 
I»polled to sacrifice some time before, to the 
raniuc.il whimsies of lus vulgar employers. 

m. Dowlas and Tag-tag, who imagined 
a not to bu exactly suitable appendages lor

Inter-jumpi'r-. So* that it will be seen that 
space shaved over on this occasion was 

lewhat circumscribed. This operation over, 
took out of his trunk an old dirty-looking 
latum pot. A little of its contents, extract- 
oo the tips of bis two lore-lingers, he 

joked caret ully into Ins eye-brows ; then ^ 
uling some on the palms of Ins hands, he , 
rd it vigorously into his tubborn hair and 

Jiaken for some quarter of an hour ; and

E combed and l.ushed in« hair into half-a*
■ different dispositions—so fastidious in 

I matter was Mr. Titmouse.—Then he dip- 
I the end of a towel i ito a little w.it I, and 
gating it round his right fore-lingei, passed

I'ally over his face, carefully avoiding his ! 
•brows and the hair at the top, sides, and 
em of his face, which he then wiped with 
y comer of the towel; and no further did , 
Ti.tlebjt Titmouse t'nnk it necessary to 

y his ablutions. Had he been able to •• see 
stIf as others siw him,” in respect of those I 
lected regions which lay rmmewhore be-

[and beneath Ins ears, lie might not 
bly have thought it superfluous to irrigate 
l with a little soip and w .ler ; but, alt- r 
he knew b-st ; it night have given him 

: and besides, his hair was very thick ami < 
behind, and mi/ht perhaps conceal any 1 
g that was unsightly. Then Mr. Titmouse 
I from underneath the bed a bottle of War- ] 
I M incomp iraMo blacking,” and a couple 

pushes, with gre it labour i ml «kill poln.li- 
his boots . -I |.| u WOlVl TlllI |KJIIlt ot 

|iancv. Having washed liis hands, and 
iced l«is blacking implement' under his

Ike de voted a few moments to boiling about 
l tea-spoonfull of coffee, (as it was styled 
e paper from which he took, and in which 
ltd brou.’ht it—whereas it was, in fort, 
ry.) Then ha drew forth from Ins trunk a 
a shin, with linen wristband and collars, 
"It had been worn only twice since its last 

ftr g—i. e. on the preceding two Sundays 
1 put it on, t iking great care not to rumpl i 
nr showy front, containing Hirer little 
Ipf frills ; in the middle one of which be 
I three •• stu is,” connected together with
■iule gin ch mi', Unking ecueodingiy 

-especially coupled w ill a span new 
>ck which he next buckled round his 
Having put on his bright hoots, (with- 

Jam sorry to say, .my stockings,) lie rarc- 
■nsimuted his |,-g* into a pair of white 
1rs, for the liM time since their la>t 
kg ; an I wlut with his sh»rt strips an I 
paces, they were *o ti ;lit that you would 
peered th -ir nur>tm ;, if lie ah'mild mvi- 

mi hastily. I am aim st afraid tint I 
ildlv tie believed, hut it is a fact, that 

Rxt thing lie did was to tack a pail of 
■*) his hoots hut, to be sure, it was 

titie that he might intend to rule dur- 
fc 4*y.—Tn-tn he put on a queer kind of

! waistcoat, which in fart was only n 
Ur of rath-r faded pea-green silk, and 
id to set «IT a very fine flowered damson- 
silk waistcoat ; over which he drew a 

a mtiaie-gold chain, (to purchase which 
sold a serviceable silver watch,) which 
m carefully wrapped op in cotton wool ;
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lepositorv, also, he drew me 
t navf (those must have been sharp eyes that 

Ttell, at a distance, and in a hurry, that 
I not diamond,) which ke placed'on the

stumpy little finger ot his red and thick right 
hand—and contemplated its sperkle with ex
quisite satisfaction. Having proceeded thus 
far in Ins toilet, he sat down to Ins break last, 
spreeding the shirt he had taken oil upon his 
lap, to preserve his white Dowsers Iroiu spot 
or stain— hie thoughts alternating between his 
late waking vision and his purposes fut the 
day. He had no butter, having used the last 
on the preceding morni.ig; so he was fain to 
put up with «try biead—and very dry and 
teeth-trying it was, poor fellow—but his eye 
lit on his ring !—Having swallowed two cups 
of his qu mri-roff.e, ( eugli ! such stuff! ) lie 
resumed his toilet, by drawing nut of hisolliei 
trunk his blue surtout, with en Imssed silt but
tons and velvet collar, and an outside pocket 
hi the left breast. Having smoothed down a 
lew créas. he put it on î—the», before birn 
the little vulgar fraction of a gl t*s, he stood 
twitching about the collar and sleeves, ;.»d 
front, so as to make tlu-m sit well ; conclud
ing with a careful elongation of the Wlist-baml# 
of his shirt, so as to show their whiteness 
gracefully beyond the cuff of hi* coat-sleeve 
—and lie succeeded in pro.luc ing a sort of white 
boundary line between the blue of Ins coit* 
sleeve and the red ol his hand. At that u«e- 
ftil member le could not help looking with a 
sigh, as he had often done before—for it was 
not i handsome hand. It was broad and red, 
and the fingers Were thick and stumpy, with 
verv roam; deep wiinkles at every joint. His 
nails also were flat and shap- less ; and tie u*-d 
to lie continually gnawing them till lie h id 
succeed 'd ill getting them down to the quit '• 
—and they were a sight to set a Christian's 
teeth on edge. Then he e.xtiacted from the 
first mentioned trunk a white pocket-handker
chief—an exemplary one, that had gone 
through four Sundays’ show, (not use, lie it 
understood,) and yet was capable of exhi
bition again. A pair of sky-colored kid gloves 
next made their appearance ; which, however, 
showed sueh hare-faced marks of former service 
as rendered indispensable a ten mlnotes* rub
bing with bread crumbs. His Sunday hat, 
carefully covered with s.lvcr-paper, was next 
gently removed from its well-worn box—.ill, 
how lightly and delicately did he pass his 
smoothing hand round its ..-lossy surface ! L ist- 
ly, he took down a thin black cane, with a 
gilt head, and lull brown tassel, from » peg 
behind the door— and his toilet was complete, 
having down his cane for a moment, lie pas
sed his hands again through hi * hair, arrang
ing it so as to fall nicely on each side ben.-ath 
his hat, which lie then placed upon his head, 
vvi.h an elegant inclination towtrds the li ft 
side. He was really not bad-looking, in spite 
of his sandy-colored hair. His forehead, to 
be sure, was contracted, and his eyes were of 
a very light color, and a trifle too protuberant ; 
hut his mouth was rather \v U-furmed, ami 
bei » seldom closed, exhibited very beautiful 
tee .., and his nose was of that description 
which generally passes for a Human nose. His 
countenance wore genptally a smile, and was 
expressive of—self-satisfaction ; and surely 
any expression is better than none at all. As 
for the slightest trace of intrllect in it, I should 
lie misleading the reader if 1 were to say any 
thing of the sort. He was about five feet live 
inches in height, and rather strongly set, with 
a little tendency to round shoulders but his 
limbs were pi a nt, and hit motions nimble.

Here you have, then, Mr. Tittlebat I it- 
inouse to the life—certainly no more than an 
average sample ol his kind ; hut as he is to go 
through a considerable variety of situation and 
ciicumstanre, I thought you would l:ke to have 
him as distinctly heir-re your mind’s eye as it 
was in my power to pvesent him. Wei —he 
put his hat on, ss I have said ; buttoned the 
lowest two buttons <»f his surtout, and stuck 
his white pocket handkerchief into the outside 
pocket in front, as already mentioned, •lupus 
mg it so as to let a little of it appear above the 
edge of the pocket, with a sort of careful care
lessness—a graceful contrast to the Mu- ; drew 
on hie gloves ; took his can- in his hand ; drain
ed the last sad lemnant in his coff-e-cup ; and, 
the sun shining in th* full splendor of a July 
noon, and promising a glorious dav, forth sal
lied this poor fellow, an Oxford-street Adonis,

going forth conquering and to conquer! I’re tty her—lie upon lie as he must have had re
finery witt-out, a pinched and stinted stomach 
within; • css* of Back versus Beily, (as the 
lawyers would say,) the plaintiff winning in a 
canter ! Fvith sallied, I say, Mr. Titmouse, 
down the narrow, creaking, dose sLilcme, 
which he had cot quitted before be hem 11 - 
claimed from an opposite window, “ My eye;. I 
on’/ that a swell ! ” He f.-lt how true the ob- 
seivatimi Was, am! that at that moment lie was 
somewi.at out ol his eluent ; so he hurtled 
on, and soon reached the great broad s-iievt, 
apostrophized by the celebrated Opium «Later, 
with lutter I. cling, as—»4 Uxiuui-strv t !—- 
stony-hearted step-mother! Thou that listeneit 
to the si^hs of vphans, and drinkeet the tears 
of children.” Here, though his spirits were 
hot jU't then very buoyant, tiro poor dandy 
hu allied more fierly Hun when lie was lot
ting through the nasty crowded court (Closet 
Comt) which he had just quitted. He passed 
and nut hundreds who, like himself, s< rmed 
r> leased fin a precious day’s interval from in
tense toil ar«d miserable confinement during the 
week ; but there were not many of them who 
had any pretensions to vie with him in ele
gance of appearance—and that was a luxury ! 
Who could do justice to Uiv air with which he 
•trolled ahi.ig {

Ho fvh as happy, poor son?, In his little 
ostentation, as his Corinthian rival in tip-top 
tur- .ml, aifrt twice as long, and as anxious, 
and fifty times as expensive, preparations for 
effective public display ! Nay, my poor swell 
was greatly the superior of such an one as 1 
have alluil J to. Tiimouse tlul, to a peat de
gree, bedizen hi* hack at the expense of his 
hellv ; whereas, the Corinthian exquisite, too 
often taking advantage of station ahd influence, 
recklessly both satiate* his appetite within, 
and decorates bis poison without, at the ex
pense cl innumerable heait-achirg creditors. 
1 do not mean, however, to claim any real 
merit foi Titmouse on this score, because 1 am 
not sure how he would act if he were to be
come possessed of ids magnificent rival’s 
m-*.ms and oppoitunitiei for the perpetration of 
gentlemanly frauds on a *i l*ndi- scale. But 
we shall perhaps see by-ind-bye. He walke.: 
along with leisurely step ; for haste and pers
piration were vulgar, and he had the day br- 
lore him. Oliserve the careless glance of 
self satisfaction with which he occasionally 
regarded his bright hoots, with their martial 
appendage, giving out a faint tingling sound 
as lie heavily trod the broad flags ; his spot
less trous ers, his tight suitont, and the tip of 
white handkerchief peeping accidentally out 
in front ! A pleasant sight it was to behold him 
in a chance rencontre with some one genteel 
enough to he recognised—as he stood, resting 
on his light hand lightly holding his ebon cane, 
with the gilt-head of which he occasionally 
tapped his teeth ; and his eyes, half-closed, 
•ciutinizing the lace and figure of each “ />• </- 
tygol” as -he passed! Tins was indeed 
HAPPiNKss, asfar as hisfor'om condition could 
admit of his enjoying it. He li.td no particular 
object in view. A tiff over-night with two of 
his slinpiniites had broken olf a party which 
they had agreed the Sunday preceding in 
forming, to go to Greenwich on the ensuing 
Sunday ; and this little circumstance a little 
souird his temper, depressed ns were his spi
rits before. He resolved to-day to walk 
straight on, and dine somewhere a little way 
out of town, by way of passing the time till 
lour o’clock, at which hour he intended to 
make his appearance in Hyde I’atk, »* to see 
the fashion*,” which was his favorite Sunday 
occti pation.

His condition was, indeed, forlorn in the 
extreme. To say nothing of hi* protftecls in 
life—what was hi* present condition 1 A shop
man, with a-year, out of which he had 
to find hi* drilling, washing, lodging, and all 
oth'T incidental expense*—his hoard being
found him by his employers. He was live 
weeks in nrrear to his landlady—a corpulent 
old termagant, whom nothing could have in
duced him to risk offending, hut hi* overmast
ering love of finery ; for I grieve to say, that 
this deficiency had been occasioned by hi* 
parch»** of tiro ring he then wore with s* 
much pride. How ha had eeotrtved to pat iff

ourse to—I know not. He was in debt, too, 
tv hi* p-nr w.i'lu rwoman in six or si .en shil
ling* for m-aily a quarter’s wailiing ; and 
owed five times that amount to a little old 
tailu, who, with liuue spectacles on his nose, 
turned up to hi n, out of a little cupboard 
w hich he occupied in Closet Court, a* d which 
Titmouse had to pass whenever he went to 
oi Worn hi* lodging*, a lean, sallow, wrinkled 
face, imploring him to “ settle hi* small ac
count.’1 All the cash in hand which he had 

flutiiigencies between that day and 
quartet-day, which was six w.eks off" wae 
aiiout twenty-six shillings, of which he had 
Uk -il one lor the present day’s expenses !

Revolving tl s* somewhat disheartening 
nt (ters in lus min I, he passed easily and lei- 
suiely along the whole length of Oxford-Areet: 
No one could trove judged from his dressy 
appearance, the constant smirk on his face, 
ami his confident air, how very miserable that 
pi or dandy was ; hut llire -fooiths ol his mi
sery arc re occasioned hy the impossibility he 
felt of his ever being able to indulge in hi* pro
pensities for finery and display. Nothing 
better had he to occupy his few thought*, 
lie had only a plain meicantile education, as 
it is called, i. t. reading, writing, and arith
metic : beyond a very moderate acquaintance 
with these, he knew nothing whatever ; not 
having read more than a few novels, and p!»y* 
and sporting newspapers. Deplorable, how
ever, as were his circumstances—

** Hope springs eternal in the human breast,”
and probably, in common with mos’ who are 
miseiable from straightened rircun stances, he 
often conceived, and secietly rc'.-d upon, the 
possibility of an unexpected change for the 
netter ; lie had heard and read of extraordinary 
cases of Ur it. Why might he not lie one of 
the i.vTNV ! A rich girl might fall in love 
will, him—that was, poor fellow ! in hi* consi
deration, th* least unlikely way of luck’s ad
vent ; nr some one might leave him money ; 
or he might win a prize in the lottery ;—all 
these, ami other accidental modes of getting 
enriched,frequently occurred to the well-regn- 
-ated mind ot Mr. Tittlebat Titmous ; bat he 
never once thought of determined, unweary
ing industry and perseverance in the way of 
business conducing to sueh a result.

Is his case a solitary one ?—Dear reader, 
yon may oe unlike poor Tittleb;:' Titmouse in 
every reaped except one !

On l.e walked towards Bays water ; and 
finding it was yet early, and considering that 
the farther he went from town the better pro»- 
pect there was of his being able with little 
sarrifu e of appearance, to get a dinner consis- 
•ent with the means be cairied about with 
him, viz. one shilling, he pursued his way a 
mile or two beyond Bayswater, and sure 
enough, came at length upon a nice little pub
lic-house on the road-side, called the Square- 
toes Arms. Very tired, and quite smothered 
with dust, he tiret sat down in a small hack 
room to rest himself ; and took the oppoitunity 
to call for a clothes-brush and shoe-hiush, to 
relieve his clothes and boots from the heavy 
du«t ii| on them. Having thus attended to his 
outer man, as far as circumstances would per
mit, he bethought himself of his inner man, 
whose craving* he satisfied with a pr# tty sub
stantial mutton-pie and a pint of porter. This 
tare, together with a penny to the little girl 
who waited on him. cost iiim It npenre ; and 
having somewhat refreshed bin se t, lie began 
to think of returning to tow n. Having lit one 
of his two cigars, he sallied forth, puffing along 
with an air of quirt enjoyment. Dim ei, how
ever humble, seldom fails, especially when 
accompanied by a lair draught of good poiter, 
in some considerable degree lo tianquiilize the 
animal spirits ; mid that soothing effect began 
ao.m to he experienced hy Mr. Tim- use. The 
sedati ve cause he erroneously consinered to be 
the cigar he was smoking; whereas in fact 
the only tobacco he had imbibed was from the 
porter. But, however that might be, he cer
tainly returned to town in a far calmer apd 
even mon* cheerful humour th. rt that in which 
ha bad quitted it an hour ar two before.

(7b he Continued.)


