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1In our article of last week we endeavored
to define the ree' function and signifi-
cance of the Brotherhood Movement. t's
ultimate purpose is to secure the estab-
lishment of the Kingdom of God in the
world’s life. This will involve a deep-
ening missionary interest and also 4
more active and dntelligent interest in
public life. The object of this latter in-
terest will be to infuse the Spirit of
Christ into every department of the nat-
jon's life, so that this Dominion of Can-
ada may indeed become the Kingdom of
our Lord and of His Christ. '
This ultimate purpose will determine
in a general way thie form of the organ-
ization and the lines of work to be under-
taken. In the first place the Brotherhodd
will labor to bring the men into vital
touch with what we believe to be he
only source of true knowledge and real
power. At its heart, the Brotherhood
must be religious. The object will be
to induce men to become disciples of
Christ, to follow Him as earnest students
of His Word and Work, in u_rder ihat
they may know what His Spirit really
means. o9 8
This will involve Bible study and other
religions work. With this work, ~_~f
course, the whole Church activity s
ed, but the Brotherhood, if 1t is
0 be a live organization, beneficial in
the trust sense, will strongly emphasize
the importance of & thorough and honest
study of the Bible. More especially in
this age of research, sane and an-
prejudiced study is necessary if the Bible
is to hold its rightful place in the esteem
of honest, thinking men. The activities
of every Brotherhood should revolve
around the Bible study class as ocentre,
for here most surely will the men come
into intelligent touch with the Lord of
all true living, and the Master Builder
of all true character. The point of de-
parture for all effective living is Christ,
and the study of the Bible has value in
that, more than any other book, it throws
light upon and interprets the real nature
of that eternal Spinit, wh.lulhwu fully

churches, though have had the 8,
of Christ, qu.wuz:‘t

justly brough in
Canada. It need mot be if the Brother-
hood idea be fostered and this necessary
function of the Christian citizen be kept
steadily in wmind,

The function of the Brotherhood may
therefore be said to be threefold: 11)

erage young man. He does not know his
country's life as he should. He is not
in a position to form a sufficiently sane
and intelligent judgment, broadly based
upon the facts of the naetion’s life and
history. Here is an opportunity for the
Brotherhood; not only to stir up an in-
terest in national issues but to train the
men 10 look at these issues from the
point of view of true religion, and to ut-
tempt their solution in the Spirit of
Christ. It ie for the men of each Broth
erhood to determine how this can oest
be accomplished in their particular sitn
ation, whether by debates, addresses,
mock parlisment, or any other mea1s,
but this educational feature should .l-
ways be prominent in the work of everv
organization of men who are really de-
sirous of making the most of their reliz-
ious life.

1t is not enough, however, that the wneu
of the churches be possessed by the
Spirit of Christ, not enough that they
know thoroughly the public life of .he
country, they should plan to have the
Christ spirit, according to knowledge, le-
termine the public life of their commun
ity and of the netion. There shouwid
therefore be @ o on oitizenehis
whose funotion it would be to wisely
guide the Brotherhood in bringing their
influence to bear on any public question.
This committee would serve as a point
of tact with any ent king
for the moral or social betterment of the
community. Not that the Brotherhood as
a Brotherhood should throw itself upo
ome side or other in a public controversy,
this in some instances might be very an-
:i-:bu’tndﬁm‘thomdmnm-

incarnate in Jesus of N
L

This will secure that the Brotherhood
be animated by a religious spirit. But
religion is no narrow thing. It has real
worth only as it determines the wlf!’i
cal lives of the men as they come ‘nto
daily contact with their fel'ows, The
Spirit of Christ understoow and aeppron-

to wisely »~ud
honorably discharge their public duty,
not in the interests of self or of any
party but solely in the interests of the
public welfare,

. "
In this particular there is a seriois
lack in our religious life. Thet man 1as
boeP oonlidn.nd religious who has ‘e

diah

nated in the Brotherhood ’_ frr
Bible study and prayer must be incarn-
ated in terms of the bulhmn-n Tﬁd polmt
cal life of the country. will sugges
a second department of work, in whica
the Brotherhood should engage. In order
that this incarnation be intelligent and
effective it will be necessary for the men
to acquaint themselves with the nation's
history, and to study the problems *hat
are pressin, for solution in plf}l"c 1i%a.

guilty of ty or
impurity, who has kept himself unspot-
ted from the world, Such men are of

No citizen in a d is religi in
the broad and true sense of that term
who does rot keep in touch with the lar
ger life of his country. He cannot be a
recluse, Religion comes to be equival
ent to the noblest patniotism. It will
be well for him to know the history of
the Hebrews and the geography of Palas-
tine, but it will be much more importaat
for him as a religions man, having caught
the living Spirit of the risen Lord, .o
know the history of Oanada, and the
geography of his own eity; as Dean Hod
#es has said: “He will account it of more
consequence to be informed regarding

Inepi I—to develop by Bible study
and other spiritual discipline an earnes:,
sincers and self-sacrificing spirit. 2)
Educational—to inform the men by such
means as may seem best upon the var-
jous probleme in our national life. (3)
Executive—to guide such definite aetion
as will most effectively secure the in-
carnation of the Christian spirit in every
department of human activity,

This threefold fanction will det
the general lines of organization, and
will naturally call for three main dle-
partments of work with such other min-
or or subcommittees as may seem advis-
able for the moet effective working of
the Brotherhood. Some committees that
have been' found useful in connection
with various Brotherhoods are as fol-
lows :—social, ical, relief, publication
membership and athletic. What partio-
ular comanittees are to be formed should
be wholly decided by the individual
Brotherhood in the light of the special
circumstances found in the locality. No
outeide committee can know so well as
the men themselves what will best meet
the needs of their community, This s
one fundamental principle of the Bro-
therhood: to foster individual initiative
and resourcefulness on the part of each
orgenization. We should never be afraid
of variety—where there is life there is
bound to be variety, so long as the needs
of localities differ, and these needs will
differ till the end of time. The very
exercise of shaping a constitution and
determining lines of work is beneficial
in itself. The vitality of any organiza-
tion is revealed in its power to adapt
itself to its environment,
L

Although there may be variety in the
work caried on by each Brotherhood, the
unity of the organization should be em-
phasized and preserved in every way.
It should be the representative organiz-
ation of all the men of the o
Action taken by the Brotherhood should
be the united action of all the men. As
far as possible the work of each commit-
tee or d should be idered

special charge of that department, but
as the work of all the men of the Bro-
therhood. The Bible Study Class, for
instance, should not be looked upon as
@ eectional interest but as the whole
Brotherhood meeving for Bible study.
This unity too may be secured by having
a4 common treasury, the monies of all
the departments should be handled by
the one finance committee.

We have not attempted to give here a
set of rules to fix the form of any organ-
ization but rather to state a few general
principles to eerve as suggestive guides
in the ot.mh.rt;on of the nen of any

ng " e A any Bin-
therhood will depend upon the intelli-
gence and resourcefulness of the leading
men o( th:%oonm‘ t{om upon their

y ideals, and
upon their determination to make the
Christian religion a more potent factor
in the work of establishing that Kingdom
which is righteousness and peace and
joy in the Holy Ghost.




