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NOTE AND COMMENT

At the recent meeting of the Congrega
tional Total Abstinence Association n
London reports showed that out of near-
ly 3,000 ministers, 2,630 were krown to
be total abstainers,

On tht Sth inst, the Church Commis
awarded the Traiming Colleges m
Bdinburgh, Glasgow, and Alerdeen to the
United Free Church, and all oregn
Mission Funds (amounting  to 159,000
pounds sterling) and real property con-
tributed for specific missions,

John R. Mott, who has veen visiling
the colleges of South Africa in the interesy
of the World's Student Chitstian Federa
tion sailed from Durban, Natal,
for Rio Janeav, where he will attend the
convention of the Young Men's Christ-
ian  Association, of South Ameda, in
July.

The most powerful man in China 18
Viceroy  Yuanshi-Kain. He recently
visited Paoting-fu, made the rounds of the
temples dedicated to local givinitres, and,
taking the idols therefrom, threw them
into the river. It is indieative of the
present religious temper of China  that
the people took the matter as a Joke,
saying, “The Viceroy is gving our gods
a bath.”

Some action will be taken by he Colon-

ial Committee of the Free Church Cowr
in connection with the niolecant treais
ment meted out to  the John
M'Neill, of Glasgow, while on a receat
preaching tour. When  at M. Mr.
M'Neill's services, which were

in the TheatreRoyul, were s
ing to the action of the Roman Lu\hnlc
Archbishop of Malta

Whether church union among the three
bodies in Canada that are serigusly con-
widaring it Decomes o veahized fact  or
not, all me, rejoice at the grow ng spirit
of unity and cordiality that is manitest on
every side, The old =pirit of Lsteust and
suspicion  as  between  the denomina-
tions is going, where it has not altogeher
dsappeared, and ewh is abouwt ready now
to credit the others with a spirit of hon
esty and sincerity and devotion to high
ideals at least equal to its  own. That
growing confidence and appreciation  ix
what will finally k1l sah'am,

As a result of the local eleciions in
Nova Scotia last week the Murray Gov-
ernment was sustained by a large na-
jority. The Government papers claim 33
out of the 38 members of the new legisla-
ture, but this counts as one of lln~ 3.
Mr. Campbell, of Kings, whos: ¢
meant the defeat of Hon. Mr, \h
a member of the Government. Mr. saw-
ver, who ran as the colleague of Mr.
Campbell, on the independent platform of
Temperance and political purty, pollel a
large vote. but not quite lange enough to
secure his election,

In a note about those in attendance
at the last General Assembly the London
Free Press saye:—"The oldest commiis-
sioner must surely be the venerable Dr.
Gregg, of Knox (ollege, still alert and
interested at four score and ten. DPrin-
dipal  Maclaren, ' Principal  Gordon,
Principal Serimger and Principal Vat
rick are not wnworthy of the men who
went before.  The youngest college |,|m
eral is Dr. Faleoner, of Halifax, the
son of the moderator,  There are 2
half dozen other members vhose publie

go back through a nalf-century.
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padian Methodists have
eleven foreign m maries, six of whomn
are medical m There are two hospitals
and a third is under the control of the
W.AMLN, There i< a large printing and
publishing house domg a splendid work,
and capable of almost unlimuted develop-
ment.  The openings for evangelistic and
educational work are s

The Chinese typesetter is hanmpered by
the fact that lwe has o work with cleven
thousand types as against the wsingle lan-
dred that suffice for the Enghish printer,
To do thic. he must class fy his types in
some way, and he does # by a classifica
tion of subjects—animals, flowers, furni
ture, clothes, and =0 on - in come three
hundred lockers; even so he an not set
up a thousand charaoters in less than
three hours,  Thic arrangement by sub
jects reminds us that the first Latin and
English vocabularies were arranged in the

In China the

iply wonderful,

same way: o are medern  conversation
hooks in fore gn langwges; it was only
by degrees that what seomsz to us the

simple plan of thorough alphabetieal ar-
rangement came into vogue,

A few weeks ago Mr. Andiew Carnegle
visited Peterborough, England, ty which
city he has given a handsome I'hrary.
The freedom of the city was conferred
upon him, his name being the first on the
freeman’s roll, The casket contaming
the certificate was part of an ol beam
which had been taken from the esthedral
during the recent  iestovation, Mr.
Carnegie publicly  expressed b great
pleasure at the fact that ‘he lavish and
recherche luncheon given by the mayor
had been provided withont any intoxi-
cants, and later on the famous mi'lionaire
and philanthropist summed up his advice
to the general public, and working men in
particular, in the words “Don’t drink
don't smoke, and use the I'ree Litrary.

“Japan has in 50 years come out of
seclusion and hiding as a hernmt nation
and taken her place among the foremost
vations of the world,” says the Mission-
ary Review. There has never been any
like instance of rapul progress, 1 orty
millions of people made the Chinese Km-
pire, with 400 millions, sue for peace,
and actually made the Russian Empire,
with over 100 millions, stagger.  There
ig mot a power on earth today that would
like to cope with the Sunrise Kingdom.
And Japan offers the grandest opportun-
ity for missions that the Orient supphes.
If that nation, so impressible, could be
thoroughly evangelized and made a mis-
sionary people (L might become the witness
ing nation of the East, and mould the
continent of Asia,

The French Cabinet has preparved a pro-
gramme of constructive  legislaiion and in-
tends to press it vigorously. The scpara
tion of Chur¢h and State is regarded  as
settled by the recent election, Even the
Vigher authorities of the Chureh at Rome
seem to be convineed that further opposi-
ton is uselos, and that they had bottor
get what they can out of the present law.
The withdrawal of State support for the
Chunh will be gradual. The Cabinet in
tends to provide oldage  pensions  for
workmen, but also to deny the right of
workmen in the employ of the govern-
ment to strike or leave ite service except
with penmission. The case is anilogous
to that of the army. Men are not com-
pelled to take employmen:  under the
government, 1f they do, it is a part of
the eontract that the government shall
be able to enforce service, and refusal to
perform the duties assigned  wi
punishment as in the army. This & the
true theory of government ewplovment.
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of Waketfield,
N.nmml\ of l'lunhl.
gave some interesting  details of plant
life.  Some plants, he sad, were not
moral; many were fly-traps; come secmed
fo keep publichouses, with  all  the
n_\llun-l ents of those places.  The way
in was easy, and visiting insects  tound
the honey intoxicating,  But the way

out. was difficult, and i some cases -
possible,

The Rev. W. Mdlmu

a lecture on the

The church of God and the drink traf-
fic have nothing in common, Instead,
they are diametrically opposed to each
other.  The church stands for rightcous-
ness, is to bless men and promote ry
good and pure thing. he houor trat-
fic s the enemy of all righteonsness, 18
the enemy of God, debauches all on whom
it can lay its cruel hand, and is the mas
ter curse of humanity, It is the chireh's
duty to make unceasing war on the hquor

traffic, to smite it in the name of the
Lord, and destroy it. “There 1= no
discharge in this war,”

In the end of 1904, the Presbyterian

Church in India was formed by the union
of the missions working there under var-
ious branches of the Presbyterian chureh.
In Mareh, 1905, the Preshytery ceased to
meet as the Presbytery of Indore of the
Iicshyterian Church in Canada, and be-
gan to meet as the Presbytery of Malwa
of the Preshyterian Church in India;
i October the Synod of Rajputana and
Central India first met: and in Decem-
ber the General Assembly had its first
meeting after the short one at which the
ution was consummated; and, as so much
remained to be done, agreed to meet on
the 14th of December, 1906, instead of
after three years, as is to be the rule, The
General Assembly was called to meet next
at Indore.

The Rev. Dr. G, D. Matthews, of Lon-
don, general secretary of the Alliance of
Reformed Churches, has been wmaking a
close study of the question of the failiag
supply of ministers, and he reaches *he
comclusion that the decline is almost uni-
versal. Since 1900, he ftinds the minister-
ial supply in the Presbyterian Church of
the United States bhas declined 8 ver
cent.; in the United Free Church of Eng-
land 13 per cent. Fhese percentages of
decline are said not to be so Jurge as they
were in the five years preceding 1900, but
there is held to be little justification fur
the cluim of some alarmists that |Inre
has been a falling off of 76 per cent.
the number of candidates for the m-iniﬂtr_\'.
though some anuthorities hold that the
number of suh candidates is now no
more than two-thirds of what it was a de-
cade ago.

One of the signs of the day is the
revival of the old-time demand tfor the
Bible as an adjunct to the hotel bed-
room. Ten or twelve years ago every
room in a hotel of any pretension had
a Bible on its bureau. Then it was
the practice of most hotels to mclude s
Bible in the list of necessary furniture.
Gradually the people who were back of
the enterprise lost interest and the books
disappeared, It now seems that many
persons, |-.ulwulurl\ commerzial travelers,
complain of missing them. Frequently
they read a chapter before going to bed
just to drive away the blues, but now
they never get a chance to look inside a
Bible.  One Toronto hotel-keeper has
realized the need for a revival and has
given an order for several dozen Bibles.
“It shall not be said that any man
stopping a' my house is driven to perdi-

tion for the want of a Bible” is the
way in which he puts it.




