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A THROW FOR LI SC OR DEATH !

1974—JUNE— 3u days.

THE MOON'S CHANGES.
Last Qunr. 7th. 118 aft. I First Quar. 21st, 8- 1 lit 
»«W Moud. 14th, tl-02 did. | Full Moon, 2t)th, 6-48cvn.

1 \I The Covenantors defeated vlaverlioiiso (Vis 
count Dundee) at Drumulog. H"!i.

9 1 11 Douglas, Earl ef Morton, beheaded at 
“ Edinburgh, l.jsi.
9 \V l'linec Gc-vg. Frederick (second sou of 

1'rmcf of Wales) I torn. 1805 
.1 l’h Daronrt (one of lion ip.irte's famous mar­

shals) died, 18:*;.
•)i I1 “A n evil fen ton is soon learnt."
( i S l,or'l '“son (eminent nav.il commander and 

circi mnavigutor) died, 2782.
7 J 1st Sunday alter Trinity.
8 M i Bernard Palissy (potter) died, 1590.
G T11 The claims of sir Augustus d'Este to the 
’ dukedom of frua-vx rejected, 1854

1(1 \V Edward Oxford tired two pistol shots at the 
Queen and l’rince Albert, 1840.

11 1 li “No a Ida my - equal to saving"
1 •) P d ime- 1II. of Scotland killed by his revolted 
1 ** 1 ( nobles, near Lannocklmm, 1488.

1 I ~ 2nd Sunday after Trinity.
15 M Mr A It wood. MP for Ilirmingham, pre-

■ . ... sented the Chartisl |ietition to the House 
1 (1 III ,,f Commons, Kl!i, containing, he said.
. - ... 1 ""* liimaluie*. Ill re.|IIIreil tWelle
I 1 \\ men to carry it out of the House.)
1* Til I kittle of Waterloo, 1815.
1(1 V llichard Itnmdon (the executioner who is 

•)(| S ,l1"1-1

-1 3rd Sunday alter Trinity.
— li M 1 A >t1 man idle, an old man needy." 
99 'I'm l* idy Hester Stanhope (u highly accomplished 
-• “ l*ut eccentric lndyj died at Lebanon. 183».
24 W—MIDSUMMER DAY.—-
•>X Til huiTviel. r und munlvr next dayi of the 

| Hritisli at Cawnpovu to Nana (Sahib, 1837.
2G,F sv,v, of wm1695.
*>7 S 9r. " illinm Dodd executed at Tyburn, for 
“ ; forgery upon Lord Chesterfield. 1777.
2S, ~ 4th Sunday after Trinity.
20 M [Queen Victoria crowned, 1838. 
30 Til "" 1 (def lender in the Mutiny of

* * flu- Nor. ,. ../>i 11... 1 1
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NOTES TO THE ABOVE ILLUSTRATION.

remarkable occurrence—m-ire especially when 
taken in connection with the fact that a human 
life hung upon “ the throw of a dice : **—

When William III of England was besieging 
N unur in the rear 181)3 (in conjunction with his 
allies), some of his soldiers went on a marauding 
expedition in the neighbourhood of the cam» 

notwithstanding the oenalt.v of instant dentil 
which had lieen promulgated against am ddier 
committing t his I -roach of martial law. The 
country people, who objected to their property 
being taken from them without payment, caught 
most of the marauders, and visited them with a 
speedy venge ance. Two soldiers, however, escaped, 
and got back safely to the camp, not. however, 
witle .it being iiursued by the peasants they had 
despoiled, wlm lodged their complaint before the 
officer in charge. The two soldiers were imme­
diately arrested, a drum-head court-martial w as 
• ailed, and after (lie evidence had been taken, 
both were at once sentenced todcath. The General- 
in chief was desirous of saving the lives of the two 
unlucky soldiers; but, for the sake of example, 
it was decided that the sentence must he carried 
out upon one of the offemlers ; and by way of deter­
mining which one should suffer and which escape, 
recourse was had to the dice-box. When the time 
for the execution arrived, the two soldiers we < led 
ton drum, near which the pole was already fixed for 
carrying out the sentence One of tin- coin),mined, 
with u trembling baud took up the dice, and threw 
in the presence of his comrades. “ Two sixes ! two 
sixes'." was whispered round : and. in another 
instant, iiis brother in trouble also threw two 
sixes ! The officers Wore puzzled, but ordered the 
men to throw a second time. Again, to the amaze 
nu-nt of all, e-|ual numliers were east — but 
this time two tin-- ! Their fellow-soldiers were 
now loud in their demands tint the marauders 
should at once be pardoned, but application was 
made to the court-martial for further instruc­
tions; and, after some delay, the order was given 
tbit the ' tt mleis should throw a third time 
Trembling from bead to foot, and with hern y 
hearts, the poor fellows a gain east the dice, when, 
to the further consternation of all around, espe­
cially of the officers charged to attend the execu­
tion, the result was two fours' Tin loud erv then 
arose from the bystanders, “This is God's hand 1 
This i« God's hand 1 " The case was agr in sub­
mitted to the court-martial. Even its most 
hardened meml" 1 shuddered ; and it was unani­
mously resolved to leave the decision to the 
general-in-chief, the I’rim’e of Vamlemont. The 
two Englishmen were brought before him, and 
("Id him the whole of their story ; and. after 
listening attentively, the Prince uttered the wel­
come word, “ Pardon ! " adding, “it is impossible 
111 such an uncommon ease not to utiev the voice 
of Providence " The proceedings were then staved, 
and the soldiers Isifb of whom but a few minutes 
before were suffering the “ agony of suspense," 
and whose lives were literally depending on the 
throw of 11 dire, were liberated, and returned to 
their duty, each congratulating himself on the 
narrow escape from an ignominious death.


