Soil

The soil along the Bow Valley, a black sandy loam. under
1 th a good clay subsoil, is rich i I 1
humus of centuries. This with the silt

produced a soil of great depth and of

vond belief. The gently undulating hill
of this valley are devoid of rock, sage brush or s, sO
commonly found south of the line. These I:md~ are ready
for the plow without an expense of $3 to $5 per acre for
clearing, which usually is required in the Western and South
western States.

It is recognized that there are certain substantial agricul
tural advantages in connection with lands located in sub-
humid districts. It is a fact that the richest lands in America
lie in the vicinity of the 100th Meridian, where the r
the lowest. The reason for this is perfectly clear. In humid
countries, the soil is continually subjected to leaching by
heavy rains. The water penectrates the sub-soil, washing with
it valuable plant foods, which it is thus impossible to retain
near the surface, where it is required for the sustenance of
the crops. This accounts for the worn-out lands of the East
ern States, as compared with the lands in the semi-arid dis
tricts of Oregon, Washington and ldaho, that have been
sropped with winter wheat, year after year, without showing
any signs of depletion. The soii of the Irrigation Block is
amongst the richest in America, and retains all the valuable
constituents that nature has stored up during past centuries

fall is

It only awaits the plow to yield up its treasures. The opinion
expressed by Professor Shaw that “ there is greater wealth

in the upper twelve inches of soil in Aiberta than in all the
gold mines in America,” is nearer the truth than is generally
supposed.
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lhc subjoined extracts from a repert by Prof. F. T. Shut

MA, FJC, FCS, FR .\' C., taken at

the Canadian Pacii 1

1s points along

Railway Company’s Bow River holdi

is one of which the Canadian Pacific Raiiway officials are
justly proud.
“ Ottawa, Ont

of the soil betw

‘* Notes on the

iands of the C:

\ Fhe Kingdom

of

Alberta Red

~




