
THE ECOXOMIC ixOLLUSCA OF ACADIA. 9&

^1 fl„7-r /''" '•'"'""' '"'^""S ^"t^'- ™>^«t loathe the fourgreat, flat gills as it passes downwards towards the mouth These dulsubserve the same function as do those of fishes, for in them tl bfood

Near Z r^'"''
''' "'•^''"' ""'''^''^ '^"'^ S'^'«« «« 'ts usdJg sesNear the extreme anterior (though lower) end. guarded by fouSear-like flaps, is the minute mouth, and into it are guided by^ flap!the minute an m„ls. plant, and crus.acea upon wLh it ffed Thewater, now robbed of i,s oxygen and food materials, pas es aron^Theback or h.nge side, taking up useless matters given off by the animaland passes out through the other tube. These tubes have the poweogreat extension, so that when their owner is safe deep in t b rr^w Ucan push them up to the surface and get clear, pur'e water AtT;wwater when the flats are exposed, it retains water enougli to la^ untUthe Ude covers it again, when, doubtless hungrv enough i keeps un an

clr to" tr' "; """'"^^ "^ ^'^•^'^- '^ ^ i-rutbus enlgh ocome to the surface, it is likely to be snapped up by some flsh forniany of this tribe dearly love the Clam. It also lives rder'na.^fathoms of water, where its habits are probably the same Its t me Sreproduction has not been studied carefully in our waS' but noball

Sir. Ryder (see paper referred to below) finds that they give out theireggs from the tenth of September to the middle of'^olbeT Theyoung are without shells and can swim freely about for a time a
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overcrowding. They soon settIe^o a sand

surface T1 " T "'T
^"'^'"^ '^^ ^'^^"' ^"•™- ^^-^ath thesurface. They grow to a length of from one to two inches in sevenmonths, these lengths being exclusive of the tubes. The nificSraising of the young is considered very difllcult. though they mly betransplanted readily to new beds. ^ ^

Economics. This species has two very important uses-
as human food and as bait in the fisheries. For the latter
purpose It 18 very extensively used in Acadia, and also in the
United States. Exact statistics of the quantity used for bait
alone are wanting in the latter country, and the Dominion
riahery Returns probably give but an imperfect idea of the
quantity used in the former. Nova Scotia is the only one of
the Maritime Provinces which gives figures in the reports,
which for the years from 1884 to 1887 are as follows:
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