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two hundred different languages, and a hundred different

reli^nons. As we have seen (p. MSG), India has been under

alien rule from tiiiu' uunieniorial. To the mass of the

natives, tli.- rul.' of liritaiii is straufre only in its orderly

character. 'IMic n.i-hhour in India that Britain most

dreads is Russia. Tlu; Uussiaii lOmpiro has spn^ad eastward

uiul soulliward, uiilil now only the imlependeiit state of

\f..hanistan Hcs hrtueenit and the mountain passes leading

inti, nortlurn In.'.ia. But althou-h tlie Uus.sian perd has

he<n loiiii in the ihoii-rhts of i:n<ilishmen in In<lia. the rela-

tions heuvc'ii Britain and Itussia are now so cordial that

m. conllict is likelv, in the near future, at any rate. The

iailw;iv now plavs a -nvit imrt in the defence! of the north-

western frontier, and Britain is in a position to mass troops

rapidlv at anv Muvatened point.
_

Hrltlsh rule tn India.— British rule has resulted in untold

benctits to India, for it has broujiht law and order out of

chaotic disonier :ind unrest. X:M.ive princes still rule In-

dian states. i)>it Britain controls their foreifin affairs and

Iheir armies, and tiie British sovereiirn is universally recog-

nized as the supreme ruler. l':verywhere Britain guaT <ees

libertv of opinion; in tliis respect tlie natives of Ind are

as free as the ih-'nUh themselves—a condition liardly toand

in anv other oriental country. " Firmly relying ourselves on

the truth (jf Christianitv," said Queen Victoria in assuming

tlie direct Government of India in iSoS, "and acknowledging

witli uratitu.le th.' solace of religion, we disclaun alike the

ri.du and the desire to impose our convictions on any of

our subjects." To this policy Britain has been true, even

at risk to liersi-lf; for tliis lilx-rty has .somethnes been used

to promote sedition. There is a new movement of ideas in

this stagnant East, and it is possible that, by encouraging

education and indei)endeiit thought and action, Britain is

forginii a weapon whidi may eiuLmger her own rule m the

end. Xo state has iiitherto succeeded permanently m the

task of governing great dependencies. But, for the present

Britain's supremacy is si-cure, and it has brought mereased

happiness and liberty to those she governs.


