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To the Hon. Members of the Legislative Committee

and the Legislature:

A STUDY of the conditions of assessment and taxation in Ontario

reveals the fact that the effort to ^vt an e(juital>le and uniform

assessment by a jjeneral provincial law has luen a flat failure,

since to-day, after four years of the present Act, the most widespread

diversity is manifest. Also, since the appraise nunt of values has

been solely a matter for the assessor, the grossest abuses have sprung

into beinj,'; until, in every place of any importance, save three, industry

i«; ijroaninj; under the burden of a constantly increasinj^ imi)r()vcment

to say nbthinj; of the business and income taxes, which makes

•r^ ipment and jjrowtii very .slow and discouraginj;.

Take first the conditions in Toronto:
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Here we see that a gain in 17 years of KXi.orjO in jxipulation only

raised the land values $1,S;5(),4<S1, notwitiistanding the numerous and

large additions of land to the area of the city. Yet during that same

time an enormous increase of S4S,()(iS,.j4S was made in tlie improve-

ments to the city. Clearly, under a uniform rate of taxation, the

improvers are being penalized to the limit by this high handed valu-

ation; an unjust condition which could be idmost entirely removed

if the council had the power to eiiualize the assessment by a higher

rate on land and a lower rate on improvements, business and incomes.

Comparing these same figures by the per capita metiiod we see

that in 1S02, when the City, was poor, and with 11 the rest of the

country in a state of suspense, Toronto had $4S() per capita of land

as agairst a very moderate improvement assessment of S.")r),(),S4,()00,

but last year, the city, rich and prosperous apparently, had only

$288 per capita of land with the enormous valuation of improvements

of $103,752,548. Evidently the most alarming (juestion for us to

consider is: how rich and powerful and populous must the city become

to have no land value at all?
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