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Mr. JOHN CHARLTON (North Norfolk).

Mr. Speaker, excuse the slight embarrass-
ment resulting from changing seats, and
from my resuming my usual position, from
which I shall attempt to enunciate doc-

trines which are much more to my own sat-

isfaction than those that have lieeii pro-

mulgated for the last five hours from the

seat which I now occupy.
We are engaged, Mr. Speaker, In discns-

slng a question of very great Importance.

Never In the history of Canada has a ques-

tion so important engaged the attention of

parliament, and been brought before the

people of this country. It is a question

which we should attempt to discuss in a

spirit of fairness, in a spirit of candour,

In a spirit actuated by a desire to pro-

mote the best interests of Canada. This

Is a project which has to do with the future

of Canada. It has to do with the future

of our country far down in us history, and
no Individual In this House, no individual

In this country lias an interest in this mat-

ter different from that of other Individuals.

The Interests of all are alike; all arc iu-

terrsted in having a policy promulgat<Ml and
carried out by this urovernment wliich will

be In the best interest of the country. There

may be differences of opinion, honest dif-

ferences of opinion. There inevitably will

be such differences, and differences indeed

have existed within the ranks of the Libe-

ral party. This question has been dis-

cussed in all its phases within the ranks

of the party. The most courteous consider-

ation has been given by members of the

government to the views presented by the

members of the Liberal party with regard
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to this project. The policy has been thor-

oughly threshed out within the ranks of the

I-ibnral i)arty. There is nothing that has
been presented here to-day by the lion, gen-

tleman (Hon. .Mr. Blair) that has not re-

ceived consideration, tliat has not been fully

considered and a decision reached with
regard to it. Tlie hon. gentleman (Hon.

Mr. Blair) tells us that this measure has
been urged with unexampled haste, that It

has been sprung upon the country without
due deliberation. Why, Sir, this question

has been under discussion in the country

and has received the attention of the pub-
lic for months; for years almost.

Mr. BUOCK. Almost.

Mr. CH.\ULTOX. Yes, the question of
aiiotlior transcontinental line was dealt wltli

nearly a year ago by the very gentleman
(Hon. Mr. Blair) who has been addressing

the House to-night.

Some hon. MEMBKUS. Hear, hear.

Mr. CHAllLTON. Yes, and I will read
in duo time what that hon. gentleman said,

and I shall contrast with a feeling of pain
the difference between liis sentiments utter-

ed a year ago and the sentiments which he
uttered to-night. The question has not
been sprung without due deliberation ; the
question has been thoroughly considered.

Of course, parliament has been delay-

ed by the consideration of this question ;

we have remained in session much longer

than we would have done If this question

had not been under consideration. I have
approved of the delay and the country will

approve of the delay. The government has


