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This Society was organized on the 22nd of October, 1901, in 
accordance with arrangements made at a preliminary meeting 
held at the Western University, London, on the 26th of June 
previous. Eight regular monthly meetings have been held every 
year since — the Society taking a recess during the summer. At 
every meeting historical papers and objects of historical interest 
have been presented ; and the Society has gathered the nucleus 
of a historical museum.

The following are among the papers of original research that 
have been presented : “The U. E. Loyalists," by Sir John 
Bourinot ; “Early Explorations in Western Ontario," by Mr. J. H. 
Coyne ; “The Founding of London," Dr. Cl. F. Campbell ; “The 
lUOth (Canadian) Regiment," Major Gorman ; “The Battle of Long- 
woods," Mr. I. H. Poole; “Municipal Progress," Mr. G. R. 
Patullo ; “Early Anglican Missions," Archdeacon Richardson ; 
“The Making of Ontario," Mr. C. C. James; “The Talbot Settle­
ment," Judge Hughes; “The Settlement of Hyde Park," “The 
Stevens Family," and “The Pioneer Militia," Mr. A. McQueen ; 
“Aboriginal Characteristics," Mr. David Boyle; “The Names of 
London Streets," Miss Priddis ; “The Extermination of the Neu­
trals," Mr. John Dearness; “Indian Tribes and Relics," Dr. Wool- 
verton ; “The First Bishop of Huron," Mr. V. Cronyn.

Papers of personal recollections of pioneer days in the county 
have been given by Sir John Carling, Judge Wm. Elliott, Judge 
Hughes, Hon. Freeman Talbot, Messrs. W. J. Imlach, Thus. Kent, 
Wm. Percival, Elliot Grieves, A. Sydere, J. Eckert, Mesdames 
Porte, Root, and many others; and very many papers on literary 
subjects of historical interest by a number of ladies and gentlemen.

In order to encourage school children in the study of local 
history, the society has offered prizes for the best essays on 
Township Histories, and lives of Pioneers. The following prizes 
for essays have been awarded :

“The Township of Biddulph," by W. W. Rivington.
“John Blair," by Alex. Blair Gray.
“Francis Nichol," by Mabel Nichol.
“Adam Telfer* by Reta Telfer.

Tablets have been erected at points of interest in the city—the 
site of the first house, and on the Russian Guns captured in the 
Crimean War.

The annual meeting of the Society is held on the 3rd of 
March—being the date of Governor Simcoe's visit to London.


