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side of the Indicator that it is ' in,' hands in a request for it, together
with hi8 'horrower's ticket.' The library assistant removes the
.orrespondmg ledger from its .helf. enters it in the number of the
-orrowcr'b ticket and the date of the loan, places the ticket in the
i'^av;«^r. H„;l replaces it so as to exhibit the 'ont' colour to the public "
Despite li,- popularity of the Indicator in England, one finds it hard
10 'tie li.r^ there can be any question us to the superiority of the
«.'pf-i Sh.lf System, combined with the modem charging system of
onrds ai.d trays.

'

I'he lirst Knglish public library lo adopt the Open Shelf System,
or Open Access" as it is callod in England, was that at Clerkenwell.
M^hose l.brnr.an, \fr. James P. Ilrown. T»-as sent over to tho Unito.l
>tate8 at the time of the Chicago Exhibition, by hi8 unusually generou.
and fur-.iglutd Library Committee, to study modern American library
mothoils^ Mr. Brown prefers the term "safeguarded accc-ss" ns applied
to the Open Shelf System, it being, he considers, more accurate, since
It IS admitted that various checks on readers and borrowers are neces-
sary At Clerkenwell the system applies to the circulating. l,„t not
to the reference library. The public "enter the library at one side
of an encosed counter in ^^luch an assistant > placed, and leave witli
lum Ihe books they are returning. After choosing a volume from
the opin sh.lves they bring it to the other side of the counter, where
It 1.S booked for them, and they then leave the librarv bv a different
door from the one by which they entered. The book-sllelves are placed
erd on with (be issue counter, so (bat an assistant s(a(iono.l there
can »ee between each, and has full control of the whole library."

A limited form of " open access " was tried at the Liverpool Publj..
].ibrary a few years ago, but has since been discontinued on account of
the loss of the books. That this loss was not due to anv weakness in tb.>
system so much as to defective supervision, is proved by the fact
that the books were shelved in alcoves, where anything like adequate
supervision would be impossible.

The system has been adopted in the Croydon Public Library,
where it has proved eminently satisfactory, the librarv building having
been arranged to suit the system.

In the Wigan Free Librarj-, a special building for boys was openedm 1896, and here also a system of open shelving has been adopted.
At St. Martin's, London, open access is in vogue, but, reversing

tue Clerkenwell plan, it applies only to the reference department. An
mgcnious device is also in use here to keep readers informed as to
recent additions to the library. It is known as the " wheel catalogue,"
and is placed under glazed portions of the counter. Bv means of


