
Preface
believe that Japan would ever invade Manchuria
unless, indeed, she be caught by the madness with
which the gods first visit those whom they wish to
destroy

;
but if ever her army did occupy Moukden she

would only find another Moscow in the ancient capital
of the Manchus, and when all is saui and done what
would be the use ? She could never hope to hold theUao valley for ever against Russia ; Great Britain
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The conclusion is that as far as Manchuria
is cohcerned, Russia is even now more or less invul-
nerable &c. &c. This was published the year the
Kusso-Japanese war took place.
Taking heart of grace by the kin-! reception of myformer book on China, I determined to visit Manchuria

and Korea and to try and describe them by pen andbrush as I had described the Face of China. Mv
xormer fellow-traveller was willing and eager to repeatour wanderings, so we set out on February ist of thisyear 1910, via the Trans-Siberian Railway. Muchhas been written by various travellers about this partof the journey, but the questions that I wanted
answered are mostly ignored by them. Baedeker is

the n"^ '"^t^q-^^-
I begin th'erefore my tale fro.

the point where we crossed the border into Manchuria

Tco'Jtlnn"T" '^^"^^""•^y ^° ^he narrative and avoid
repetition On our return journey across Siberia Igive details which may possibly be .f service to thosewho intend travelling on that lip., and also the general
information about the condition of the country at the

viij


