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Australia
Tourist adventures in the Outback

By UNDA REED
ALICE SPRINGS, 

Australia — He was the 
blackest man in the world
— almost a bluish-black — 
and he was eating thick, 
white grubs with gusto.

Central Australia — the 
outback — is laced with 
culture shock for Canadian 
visitors.
"The earth is a blaring 

red desert, full of dry 
creek beds, sand, burs, 
brush and thick with flies. 
Once outdoors, the flies 
plaster themselves to your 
clothing and try to crawl 
into your mouth and eyes
— seeking moisture of any 
kind.

It’s difficult for an On
tario resident to com
prehend the severity of an 
Australian drought. The 
reality of this red desert is 
driven home at the sight of 
a dead cow at the road 
side, as our bus (laden 
with cold drinks and 
water) speeds down a 
straight and lonely road to 
the Tropic pf Capricorn. 
The animal died with its 
mouth gaping ; the bones 
are bleached white.

This business of eating

grubs — witchetty grubs 
— is part of the tourist in
dustry of Alice Springs, a 
cow town smack dab in the 
middle of Australia.

This aspect of tourism is 
handled by a few 
aborigines who live in the 
creek beds and bush near 
Alice Springs. Our tom- 
guide points out that the 
aborigines prefer to live 
in the bush even though 
the government builds 
homes for them. 
Sometimes they use the 
doors of their subsidized 
housing for fire wood.
“Old Barney" is our 

witchetty grub expert, 
leading us on a hike 
through the bush. We 
watch as he breaks open a 
dry rooj and pulls out a 
grub. Interest turns to 
amazement as he puts it 
on his tongue and lets it 
crawl down his throat.

horror stories — how a 
camel can swing back its 
neck and kill you. He 
proves so knowledgeable 
that a 90-minute tape is 
filled with camel lore and 
the dangers of the mating 
season.

Tourists to Alice Springs 
can take a seven-day camel 
safari around the southern 
part of the Gibson Desert 
and Lake Amadeus. Ten 
passengers are taken on 
the tours which runs from 
March to August at a cost 
of $334 per person.

The Lake Amadeus is an 
area seldom visited by 
man and provides an op
portunity to see wild 
camels, dingoes and 
kangaroos. Another day is 
spent looking at 30,000- 
year-old carvings and pain
tings in King's Canyon. 
The tour also gives you an 
idea of some of the 
pioneers in the area — 
people like those in the 
fast-selling book, Thom 
Birds.

You can get more infor
mation on the camel 
safaris by writing to 
Breakaway Safari Tours, 
P.0 Box 1306, Alice 
Springs, N.T. Australia, 
5750.

ALICE SPRINGS
Alice Springs — one of 

the first towns in the out
back to have a swimming 
pool and ice cream parlor 
— has festivals which are a 
once-in-a-lifetime ex
perience for visitors

One of the most popular 
is The Camel Cup, a big 
race for camel drivers 
which is held every 
August

Another winner — main
ly for its buffoonery — is a 
regatta on the dried up 
bed of the Todd River. All 
yachts are bottomless so 
the crews can stand inside 
and carry them through 
the mud

Alice is a modem town
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Old Barney, a guide, eats a thick, white grub found in 
the brush land outside Alice Springs, Northern 
Territory. Visitors can also sample the grubs after they 
are cooked in a pit of ashes.

sunrise effects on the rock. The rock rises at an 80 
degree angle from a flat plain.

with Niagara Falls in On- at sunset. People gazed at 
tario. Recently, an a distance about five miles 
Australian magazine from the kidney-shaped 
carried a story about a sandstone which rises at 80 
woman with a terminal degrees from a flat plain, 
illness who yearned to visit
Ayres Rock before she We stayed in cabins 
died equipped with a

. . , washroom and air-
The rock is one hour and conditioning at Ayres 

15 minutes by sur from Rock ch^ a re30rt not 
Alice Springs. Day taps unlike a fishing or hunting 
are available which in- lodge in Northern Ontario 
elude overnight accom
modation, tour of the rock, During the night we pil- 
sightseeing and lunch. e<* on extra blankets in the 

cabin as the temperature 
Our group arrived in dropped. There was lots of 

time to join hundreds of insect repellent to help 
tourists watching the rock cope with the flies.

COOKED GRUBS
bush brownies writes of the fly problem 

in A Town Called Alice, but 
you really have to be in the 
open without insect 
repellent to understand 
how bad it is out there

Some farmers get tem
porary relief by wearing a 
wide hat, strung with 
dangling corks to ward off 
the flies.

Our hardiness is tested 
again at the camel farm in 
Alice Springs More than 
20,000 camels roam the 
Northern Territory, 
descendants of the early 
camels brought to 
Australia by Afghans

Half-a-dozen camels 
are spitting and groaning 
as teenage boys lead them 
around a paddock. They 
walk the animal to the far 
end of the field, slap it 
with a stick and it 
thunders back to 
the hitching post The ride 
is rough, not at all like the 
rolling rhythm of Peter 
O'Toole in Lawrence of 
Arabia

RAMPAGE
A bull camel is on the 

rampage, turning one of 
our group pale with fright 
as it tries to scrape him off 
against the fence The sad
dle swings to the side but 
he hangs on; don't ever 
think you're safe oil a 
domestic camel.

Afterwards, the owner 
of the camel farm tells us

We follow him to a camp steak, sausages and salads 
site where he cooks half a prepared in the 
dozen grubs in a pit of campground. Flies cover 
ashes. They taste a bit like our clothes and food — 
scrambled egg but only a people in Alice Springs 
few visitors have seconds, swear you get used to It.

The grubs are followed Novelist Nevil Shute

motels.

Our hurried, two-day 
visit to Alice left little time 
for shopping, but we 
managed to spend 15 
minutes at the Centre for 
Aboriginal Artists and 
Craftsmen.

Items for sale included 
burial poles, didjeridus (a 
musical instrument), 
weapons, boomerangs, 
bark buckets, batik, sand 
paintings and music sticks. 
Back on the tour bus we 
used some of our musical 
purchases to accompany a 
group of Malaysian 
students who were singing 
Wattling Matilda and 
Home on the Range.

During our visit we 
stayed at the Oasis Motel, 
an air-conditioned lowrise 
with pool, restaurant, 
aviary, gardens and zoo

KEHOE CAMPS
For boys and gif Is 8 14 years of age
Cabin Accommodation
NO. 1 JULY 2 12
NO 2 JULY 16-26
NO. 3 JULY 30 AUGUST 9
NO d AUGUST 13 23

KEEWEE RATES *04w KEHOE RATES I it
Hovseback and Pony Riding. Crafts, Swimming, Games Et Recreation, Hikes b Cookouts, 
Cemptee Programs, Excellent Meals, Mature Well-Trained Staff Located on 266 
beautiful acres near Bolton, Ontario

To register or for more information, please call 8590220 (Toronto Number! soon.

KITCHENER MARKET
And Doom Pioneer Village 

ONE DAY TOUR—July 6/78
$12. per person

includes
• Transportation

Kitchener Market
• Buffet Luncheon

CEDAR GLEN 
CONFERENCE CENTRE'S 
KEEWEE b KEHOE CAMPS

Writer Linda Reed keeps a wary eye on 
this camel as a farm worker at Alice 
Springs coaxes him to Ms feet. Visitors to

Australia can take a seven-day camel 
safari into the Gibson desert in search of 
wild carnets, dingoes and kangaroos.

Doon Village

Tour escort

BLUEWATER HIGHWAY 
TWO DAY TOUR — July 25-26

• Lake Huron North
• Cheecheemaun Ferry
• Overnight at Little Kirk
• Parry Sound Cruise

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CAU
* 451-4776

OR WRITE

PARKINSON TOURS
10 Kennedy Rd. N. 

Brampton, Ont. L6V 1X4
Proposed One & Two Day Trips for 1978

Huronia Among the-Hurons — Ste Marie. Cruis 
Brantford Area — Bell Museum. Lunch etc. 
Collingwood Area — Blue Mtn. Pottery, Kauffma 
Oshawa Area — McLaughlin Home. Antique Car 
Hamilton Area — Botanical Gardens. Hamiltc 
Place

FACTORY LUGGAGE 
CO.

3059 Jarrow Ave. 
Mississauga 624-5141

BOX 345
BOLTON, ONTARIO 

LOP 1A0

Come see us at the

Sherway
Gardens

June 22-30

ALL
LUGGAGE

or write for more information on “free for all* 
t ou mg attractions to Canada’s Capital Visitors 
.and Convention Bureau, 222 Queen Street, 

7th Floor, Ottawa. Canada KlP SV*>

PER COUPLE

ONE WEEK VACATION TO GRAND 
BAHAMA HOTEL AND COUNTRY CLUB
YOUR PACKAGE INCLUDES.
• Round trip |el transportation to Grand Bahama island from Toronto via Nordalr or 
Quebecair • Complimentary in-flight meals and bar service • Round-trip taxi between 
airport and hotel • Baggage handling from alroort to hotel • SUPERIOR accom
modation at the Grand Bahama Hotel and Country Club's 2,000 acre resort for one 
week • Welcome rum swizzle cocktail party • An Invitation to the Manager's cocktail 
party • Colorful floor show featuring native fire dancers and a limbo exhibition • Com 
llmenlary green fees on the hotel's 27-hole championship Oceanside golf course • Com
plimentary fenrtfs on hotel's 10 soft-cushion courts • Adventure Tours escort located at

FREE GIFT
with purchase of luggage

Get tothetop!
... and fall in love with /

MEAL PACKAGE: Seven (7) Buf(»t Breekfest* »no 
five is) Fyll dinners Including • 
Native Cook out

SAVINGS AVAILABLE ON ALL PACKAGES DEPARTING IN JULY 
AUGUST. SEPTEMBER, UP TO AND INCLUDING OCTOBER 15. 1571

PACKAGE PRICE: WITHOUT MEALS...................................... *219"“
WITH MEALS *289”

New York’s Northern-most 
vacationland. . . 
the Lake Champlain- 
Plattsburgh Region. SINGLE: ADD $60 00

CHILD: DEDUCT $50 00

You’ll find swimming, 
boating, camping, 
fishing, golfing, 
boat tours, history 
and much more .. . 
including great shops 
restaurants and 
accommodations.

SHAMROCK & MASTER COACH TRAVEL 
TRAILERS, 5th WHEELS. PARK MODELS & 
MOTOR HOMES

EVERY WEEKEND A VACATION

Mil I PR bUtmmEi 277 1438
"A Moat Reliable Dealer"

your p 4| advei toe tour vaca tion now
to TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THESE GREAT SAVINGS!

For further information, write:
Clinton County Tourist & Convention Bureau, 
Bo* 310. Plattsburgh. New York 12901

gift certificate

ADDRESS at CALYPSO 
HOLIDAY WEAR 
with eey hohdey 
package at any 
of out locations

67 KING ST E OFFICE HOURS
OSHAWA Mm lug Wed S.l I iii” 

726-4867 Thuti and Fri 9 am to 8 p.m
STATE/PROVINCE

PARENTS:
THERE IS STILL TIME TO REGISTER 

YOUR CHILDREN IN CAMP...

S50 FREFS50 FREE550 FREES50 FREES50 FREES50 FREESSO FR

Ottawa more than a capital city

TAKEOFF!!


