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By LINDA REED
ALICE SPRINGS
Australia He was the
blackest man in the world

almost a bluish-black
and he was eating thick

grubs witchetty grubs
is part of the tourist in
dustry of Alice Springs, a
cow town smack dab in the
middle of Australia

few visitors have seconds
I'he grubs are followed

ire bleached white

This business of eating Novelist Nevil

Writer Linda Reed keeps a wary eye on
this camel as a farm worker at Alice

Springs coaxes him to his feet. Visitors to wild camels, dingoes and kangaroos

Australis can take a seven-day camel
safari into the Gibson desert in seareh of

swear you get used to it
Shute

Old Barney, a guide, eats & thick, white grub found in

Northern

Territory. Visitors can also sample the grubs after they

writes of the fly problem
in A Town CalledAlice, but
you really have to be in the
ypen without
repellent to understand
how bad it is out there

Some farmers get tem
porary relief by wearing a
wide hat, strung with
dangling corks to ward off
the flies

Our hardiness is tested
again at the camel farm in
Alice Springs. More than
20,000 camels roam the
Northern

insect

This aspect of tourism is
white grubs with gusto handled by a few
Central Australia — the aborigines who live in the
outback is laced with creek beds and bush near
ulture shock for Canadian  Alice Springs. Our tour
visitors guide points out that the
The earth is @ blazing aborigines prefer to live
red desert, full of dry in the bush even though
creek beds, sand, burs, the government builds
brush and thick with flies. homes for them
& Once outdoors, the flies Sometimes they use the
Vv plaster themselves to your doors of their subsidized
i lothing and try to crawl housing for fire wood
S‘} into your mouth and eyes Old Barney’’ is our
& . seeking moisture of any witchetty grub expert
; % “2 kind leading us on a hike
Y 3' It's difficult for an On- through the bush. We
it o tario resident to com- watch as he breaks open a
‘\ f}? prehend the severity of an  dry root and pulls out a
o) o Australian drought. The grub. Interest turns to
i 1é reality of this red desert is amazement as he puts it the brush land outside Alice Springs,
{ 4 iriven home at the sight of on his tongue and lets it
::‘ ;v“ 2 dead cow at the road crawl down his throat are cooked in a pit of ashes
B # side, as our bus (laden COOKED GRUBS
i i. with cold drinks and by bush brownles,
d 3 water) speeds down a We follow him to a camp  steak, sausages and salads
¥ straight and lonely road to = site where he cooks half a prepared in the
the Tropic of Capricorn. dozen grubs in a pit of campground. Flies cover
he animal died with its ashes. They taste a bit like our clothes and food
mouth gaping; the bones scrambled egg but only a people in Alice Springs

Territory

descendants of the early

camels brought

Australia by Afghans
Half-a-dozen camels

are spitting and groaning
boys lead them
paddock. They

as tleenage
around a

walk the animal to the far
end of the field, slay
with a

stick and it
thunders back t
the hitching post. The ride

1S rough, not at all like the
roiling rhythm of Peter
O"Toole in Lawrence of
Arabia

RAMPAGE

A bul
rampage
our group pale with fright
as it tries to scrape him off
against the fence. The sad
dle swings to the side but
he hangs on; don't
think
domestic

Afterwards, the owner
of the camel farm tells us

ame! 1S on the

turning one of

ever
you re sale on a

camel
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Australia

Touristadventures in the Outback

horror stories how a
camel can swing back its
neck and kill you. He
proves so knowledgeable
that a 90-minute tape is
filled with camel lore and
the dangers of the mating
season

Tourists to Alice Springs
can take a seven-day camel
safari around the southern
part of the Gibson Desert
and Lake Amadeus. Ten
passengers are taken on
the tours which runs from
March to August at a cost
of $334 per person

The Lake Amadeus is an
area seldom visited by
man and provides an op
portunity to see wild
camels, dingoes and
kangaroos. Another day is
spent looking at 30,000
year-old carvings and pain
tings in King's Canyon
The tour also gives you an
idea of some of the
pioneers in the area
people like those in the
fast-selling book, Thorn
Birds

You can get more infor

mation on the camel
safaris by writing to
Breakaway Safari Tours
P.O. Box 1306, Alice
Springs, N.T Australia
750

ALICE SPRINGS
Alice Springs one of
the first towns in the out
back to have a swimming
pool and ice cream parior
has festivals which are a

nce-in-a-lifetime ex

perience for visitors

OUne of the most popular
is The Camel Cup, a big
race [or camel drivers
which is held every
August

Another winner main
y for its buffoonery is 2

regatta on the dried ug
bed of the Todd River. All
yachts are bottomless so
the crews can stand inside
ind carry them through
the mud

Alice is

4 moder

town
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And Doon Pi
ONE DAY TOUR

Ayres Hock attracts tourists from all over the world
Tour guides get you up early so you can watch the

with new buildings, stores

crafts, art galleries

precious opal mined an
nually comes from
Australia), restaurants and
motels

Uur hurried, two-day
visit to Alice left little time
for shopping, but we
managed to spend 15
minutes at the Centre for
Aboriginal Artists and

Craftsmen

Items for
musica instrument
weapons
bark buckets

opal
stores (90 per cent of the

sale included
burial poles, didjeridus (a

boomerangs
batik, sand

paintings and music sticks

Back on the tour

group of

Waltzing Mat
Home on the

ida
Hange

During
stayed

our

an air-conditioned lowrise
with poo restaurant
aviary, gardens and zoo

ioneer Village
July 6/78

el persor

ludes

BLUEWATER HIGHWAY
TWO DAY TOUR

July 25-26

* Lake Huron North
* Cheecheemaun Fer
# Overnight at Little Kirk

FORMATION CALL

¥ 4514776

OR WRITE

PARKINSON TOURS

10 Kennedy Rd. N
Brampton, Ont. L6V 1X4

Proposed One & Two Day Trips for 1978

Ste
Museum

rons Marie, Cruise

Lunch -etc

Blue Min. Pottery, Kauffman

McLaughlin Home, Antique Cars. X

Hamiiton
4

anical Gardens

P52, T o, _,x----j

bus we
used some of our musical
purchases to accompany a
Malaysian
students who were singing
and

VISt we
at the Oasis Motel

5

*Tﬂ v WAURUS,

SHAMROCK. & MASTER COACH TRAVEL
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For further information, write:
Clinton County Tourist & Convention Bureau,
Box 310, Plattsburgh, New York 12901

Get ¢o the tcp!

. and fall in love with
New York’s Northern-most

Trsm G

WAkt WAck

ALBAN

u'll find swimming,

boating, camping,
fishing, golfing,
boat tours, history
and much more

luding great shops,
taurants and

accommodations.

Sara . W

cITy
LSTATE/NOVIN

CE

COLOR CHANGES

Most visitors to Alice tario. Recently an a distance about five miles
Springs make a side trip to Australian magazine from the kidney-shaped
Ayres Rock, the world's carried 'a story about a  gsandstone which rises at 8
largest monolith which is woman with a terminal degrees from a flat plair

noted for spectacular
‘hanges. Color film
fast-selling

item in

Alice Springs pharmacy as

hundreds of
ittempt to
fluorescent orange t
of this kidney-shaped

tou

Local art galleries have an

abundance of paintin
artists who do the
thing on canvas

Ayres Rock is a major

tourist attraction

capture

color illness who yearned to visit
is a Ayres Rock before she We stayed in cal
‘h(_ ‘1”“(1 I3 r{u4i|‘:' 1 w I
g washroom and a
rists The rock is one hour and - conditioning at Ayre
I 10 minutes by air from Raock ( halet. a resort not
the q - = & i, &
Vo Alice Springs. Day trips ke 5 fishing or hunting
K are available which ir lodge in Northern Ontari
PO« clude overnight accom

gs by

with Niagara Falls in On

maodation, tour of the rock
sightseeing and lunct

sunrise effects on lhe rock The rock rises at an 80
degree angle from a flat plain

at sunset

During the night we

same aibin as the temperature
Uur group arrived in dropped. There was lots
time to join hundreds of insect repellent to
on par tourists watching the rock cope with the flies

PARENTS:

THERE IS STILL TIME TO REGISTER
YOUR CHILDREN IN CAMP. .

KEEWEE CAMPS

For boys and girls &

Dormitory Accomnx

N JULY 30 - AKX

NO.2 AUGUSTS
NC.3 AUGUST 13
NO. 4 AUGUST 20

7 years
xatu

1

26

KEEWEE RATES .8400

Horseback and P

Campfire Programs

beautiful acres near Boltor

register

ny Riding

Excellent

w for more informatior

KEHOE CAMPS

For boys and girls 8 - 14 years of age

abin Accommodat

Meals

Intaric

all 859022

please

\ CEDAR GLEN
CONFERENCE CENTRE'S

KEEWEE & KEHOE CAMPS

BOX 345
TON, ONTARIO
LOP 1AQ

PER COUPLE

ONE WEEK VACATION TO GRAND
BAHAMA HOTEL AND COUNTRY CLUB

YOUR PACKAGE INCLUDES

* Round-trip jet transportation to Grand Bahama Island from Tororito via Nordair or
Quebecair « Complimentary in-flight meals and bar servite = Round-trip taxi between
airport and hotel » Baggage handling from airoort fo hotel * SUPERIOR accom
modation af the Grand Bahama Hotel and Country Club’s 2,000 acre resort for one

week + Welcome rum swizzle cocktail party «

An invitation to the Manager’'s cocktail

party « Colorful floor show featuring native fire dancers and a limbo exhibition * Com
Himentary green fees on the hotel’s 27-hole championship oceanside golf course * Com
plimentary fennis on hotel’s 10 soft-cushion courts « Adventure Tours escort located at

the hotel

e

BOOK YOUR

MEAL PACKAGE: seven (7) Butter Breakiasts and
five (3) Full dinners including a

Native Cookout

SAVINGS AVAILABLE ON ALL PACKAGES DEPARTING IN JULY
AUGUST, SEPTEMBER, UP TO AND INCLUDING OCTOBER 15, 1978

PACKAGE PRICE: WITHOUT MEALS 219>
WITH MEALS

SINGLE:  ADD $60.00
CHILD; DEDUCT $50.00

T

et U VACATION NOW

10 TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THESE GREAT SAVINGS!

HALCYON DAYS TRAVEL

800 ALBION RD., REXDALE 748-3777

88 COLBORNE ST
BRANTFORD
756-1320

67 KING ST
OSHAWA
728-4887
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HOLIDAY WEAR

with say helidey
~ package at any

of our locations

E. OFFICE HOURS
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Thurs. snd Fri. 8 am. to B pm
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