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have to borrow money, or, in some
cases, hope they win a lottery.

In public housing 25 percent of the
tenant’s income is used for rent. But
as Sewell says, “if you're earning lit-
tle, 25 percent is a large part of your
budget. If you're earning $12,000
we'll (the MTHA) nab you $3,000; for
someone trying to support a family
that is a large chunk of your
income.”

JOHN SEWELL

The chairman also pointed out
that the individual who finds a well-
paying job while in public housing
gets caught in a catch-22 situation.
His rent increases, thus he still end

up earning a low income, and in \

some cases the tenant is evicted prior
to stabilization of his financial situa-
tion and is placed baak in the public
sector in which he originally found it
difficult to afford proper housing.
Hence, the only way to stay in public
housing is to stay poor, which hind-
ers the initial objective, which was to
provide housing for those who
needed a home while working to
become financially stable.

Another of Sewell’s concerns is
the social mix in public housing.
Presently there is a waiting list of
6,000 people, and tenants are chosen
on the basis of need.

“These choices are really difficult
but they are done this way because
we have a limited amount of ser-
vice,” Sewell said. “However, the
problem is that certain people
always end up on top of the list. They
are always single parents, mostly
female, with children, who are living
in hostels and are on government
assistance,” Sewell said.

Sewell stated that they no longer
have a high social mix. Instead, the
homes are dominated by people on
government assistance. *‘It is becom-
ing a ghettor where there are certain
types of people off-setting each
other. You have to wonder what
kind of community we’re building.
Thus the system doesn’t allow for
any cohesion, or, what one might
call a good social mix.”

Sewell proposes that the way to
deal with these problems is to reha-
bilitate housing projects. “We have
to give permanent . . . and practical
housing. The construction of better
designs will accommodate more
people.”

Sewell’s present efforts are de-

voted to proper management of the
existing units, but the chairman
promises that rehabilitation of the
projects will occur in the near future.
Though he is reluctant to tear things
down, Sewell does believe he can sal-
vage many of the homes. One of his
ideas is to get rid of underground
parking, while keeping parking close
to residences. He also plans to get rid
of common space amidst the homes
and apartments by building on the
open space.

The new chairman said that he is
so appalled at the badly planned
suburbs, and that he plans to do
research to find the architects who
built most of these homes and pub-
lish their names.

“I think what they’ve done is a
mess. What insanity led people to
build 30 storey complexes? Consistent-
ly building small units is not work-
ing; houses are the solution. They
must be houses you can buy up and
use in all sorts of ways,” Sewell
added.

Sewell compared Toronto pro-
jects to those in small Ontario towns
and believes they’ve worked because
they were not built as large units. In
reference to the Jane/Finch area he
stressed that the last thing that area
needs is more apartments. When
asked why there will be additional
apartments at the north-west corner
of Jane/Finch his response was
*does North York care?”

Professor Alex Murray of York
University’s Environmental Studies
concurs with most of Sewell’s ideas
but does not believe that aN of the
homes are particularly bad,
although they do lack services. “The
children lack day care services. A lot
of the problems stem from the fact
that these women are single and
must work. They simply have to slow
down the development. The prob-
lems will be solved partly by helping
(tenants) to help themselves.”

John Sewell, known for his radica
ideas, also plans to get tenants
involved in the areas they’re living in
and plans to sit down with the
tenants to discuss capital repairs for
their projects. He also believes that
persons of a racial minority should
be appointed to the board to repres-
ent their group’s concerns. Presently
there are no blacks, for example, on
the MTHA board.

According to Jeff Solotoroff and
Shauna Gates of the Urban Studies
Students Association, the reputed
radical John Sewell will have a major
impact on the MTHA board and a lot
of interesting ideas will come from
his appointment.

‘““He’s a very bright caring person
whose views I've always agreed with.
I think it’s a good appointment, but I
think he’ll find himself bumping
against a lot of walls. He’s not an
insider at Queens Park. But it will
make people feel good to know
someone’s on their side,”” Murray
concluded.

York campaigns to get
on-campus night service
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that you may be preventing forty
people from driving home drunk.”

Brolley reiterated the TTC position
by pointing out that, “our mandate
does not include reducing drunk
driving in Toronto.”

Gerard Blink, President of CYSF,
asked why the TTC has not allowed
the Keele Street bus 41D (which runs
until 2:38 a.m.), to loop around in
front of the Ross Building where it is
well lit and well sheltered.

Brolley responded to Blink by
explaining that ‘“‘any time you
increase the mileage of a route, you
inconvenience the riders waiting
down the line.” Brolley also pointed
out that with the new TTC program

York will never be isolated, with
transit services only 15 minutes away
during early morning hours.

Meininger explained to Brolley
that there is a grave security concern
for students walking around the
Jane/Finch area, and waiting for a
bus there during early morning
hours may prove dangerous.

Brolley noted that while patrons
are on the bus, the TTC is responsible
for their safety and security. “How-
ever we do not consider the impact of
a dangerous neighbourhood (on TTC
patrons),” Brolley said.

““There is a real concern about this
danger at York, Mr. Brolley,” Mei-
ninger concluded.

Staff Meeting today at 3 p.m.

FREE CLASSIFIEDS/COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

Excalibur now offers (space permitting) free community announcements to qualifying
York events, lectures, meetings, debates, etc., and classifieds fulfilling these require-
ments: they must be of a personal nature, no more than 25 words, and must be
accompanied with the submitter's name and phone number AND MUST BE
RECEIVED BEFORE THURSDAY AT NOON. THERE WILL BE NO EXCEPTIONS FOR
LATE SUBMISSIONS!! We reserve the right to edit free ads. Ads other than personals
cost $5 (up to 25 words).

CELEBRATE

SPRING BREAK 87
= Ft. Lauderdale

on the beach

FT. LAUDERDALE'S PREMIERE
CONCERT AND DANCE CLUB

7 am to Noon - “EARL‘Y RISER”
10amto 6 pm POOLSIDE PARTIES

LIVE D.J. EMCEEING POOLSIDE CONTEST * WATER VOLLEYBALL
THE BELLYFLOP CONTEST - AND CLIMAX THE DAY WITH ... THE
WETTEST, WET T-SHIRT CONTEST FEATURED IN PLAYBOY MAGAZINE
CASH PRIZES - FREE T-SHIRTS « AND OTHER GIVEAWAYS

7 pmto 8 pm COLLEGE HAPPY HOUR

S
kinko’s'
Great coples. Great people.

York University Campus
136 Farquharson Bldg.
(just N. of the Ross Bldg.)

736-5489
YORK UNIVERSITY PARTY * MONDAY, FEB. 16
Holy Blossom Temple FREE SPRING BREAK '87 T-SHIRT WITH PAID ADMISSION FOR
ABOVE COLLEGE STUDENTS BETWEEN 7 O'CLOCK AND 8 O'CLOCK
presents WITHPROPER COLLEGE 1.D.

COMPETE IN CONTESTS FOR PRIZES!

EVENINGS
SUMMERS on the beach presents...

FT. LAUDERDALE’S FINEST ROCK 'N ROLL BAND NIGHTLY PLUS OUR
INTERNATIONALLY ACCLAIMED D.J. SPINNING THE BEST DANCE
MUSIC AND ALL DAY, ALL NIGHT MUSIC VIDEO.

MON, WED & THUR: 81% SATURDAY:

EARLY
HEBREW ART
MUSIC

FEA ING: Come and Party til 3 AM!

Holy Blossom Temple Singers Contest Nite D

Rt . ance all Night.
Cantor Benjamin Z. Maissner, Prizes & giveawsys SUNDAY:

Conductor TUE & FRI: A (18 & OVER NIGHT)
Douglas Bodle, Harpsichord "Bo“'o:: :'",,'::,'hm..'s." ::h S :r.::-::‘ 2.'."&'.‘..,’7.?’::2‘.”
between band
GUEST ARTIST: WITS.00 Couit Frns Valia 1. Required.
Ensemble for Early Jewish Music :
e CLIP AND SAVE e e e e e e e e e e e e o o o e e e e e CLIP AND SAVE o |
Sunday Evening, YORK UNIVERSITY PARTY * MONDAY, FEB. 16

ONE FREE SOFT DRINK
GOOD FROM 7-8 PM NIGHTLY

(Limit one per customer)

February 15, 1987 at 8 p.m.
Holy Blossom Temple

1950 Bathurst Street
(One Block south of Eglinton Ave.)
Toronto

Summers on the Beach * 219 S. Atlantic Bivd. * Ft. Lauderdale, Florida * (305) 462-8978
(Located %2 block north of Las Olas Bivd. on A1A)
FLORIDA DRINKING LAW: You must be born on or before June 30, 1986
to legally purchase aicoholic beverages in Florida.

SPRING BREAR 87 |

Tickets Available at the door
General Admission: $8Students & Seniors: $5
For further information call 789-3291

INVENTORY
CLEARANCE
SALE*

BOOKS, BOOKS, BOOKS,
SPORTS APPAREL, ETC.

YORK CAMPUS BOOKSTORE
Central Square

Monday, February 9 to
Friday, February 13

Deep discounts on hundreds of titles & other merchandise, many
reduced to 50% of the original list price, or more. Come and see.
We believe you won't be disappointed.

* Al sales of books and other goods whose prices have been reduced forthis inventory clearance sale
are final.
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