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Exceptional play from young writer

McAnuff's Lime bristles with bitter conflict

By BOB McBRYDE

A Lime In The Morning, now play-
ing at the Toronto Centre For The
Arts, is an exceptional play which is
given expert treatment by the Ac-
tor’s Theatre troupe under the direc-
tion of Alex Dmitriev.

Its author, Des McAnuff, is a
Toronto playwright with two
successful works to his credit. His
art, as exemplified by A Lime In The
Morning, is characterized by a
mature ear for dialogue, an ability to
develop disparate characters
through a presentation of contrasting
speech patterns, and a knack for por-
traying that dramatic conflict which
bursts from amidst static absurdity.
The playwright is 21 years old.

Now, for a talent like McAnuff’s to
blossom at such an early age not only
drives a parisitic reviewer of like
years into fits of envy, but also
brocks well for the Toronto, and for
the Canadian theatre scene in the
years ahead.

What is especially encouraging
about A Lime In The Morning is that
the playwright has forged a many-

sided work which gains its depth
through an exploration of the subtle
implications of a relatively simple
situation. It is a play which combines
novel particulars with elements of
the universal. The audience is
neither assaulted with shrill didac-
ticism nor allowed to retain a dis-
tinct complacency.

POWER STRUGGLE

The crux of the play’s surface ac-
tion revolves around a struggle for
power between two transients, Mica
Blake, played by Bob Dermer, and
The Referee, played by Richard
Fitzpatrick. Mica’s sewer refuge is
invaded by the bizarre Referee
whose enclave in the park is
threatened by the approach of

. winter. The Referee employs psy-

chological games and finally brute
physical strength to conquer his
older victim.

Each character has a set of values
and beliefs which structures his con-
ception of reality, some of which
they share but many of which are

totally different. The Referee, by im-
posing his rules upon Mica Blake,
shatters the old man’s life structure
in-a cruel ritual of destruction; each
becomes a victim, and a victor.

As the Referee whistles dead
Mica’s “‘fantasy” framework, the
old man affirms its necessarily il-
lusory quality. The Referee, as
Pyrrhic conqueror, is ready to live
his own, more sadistic fantasy, and
the ritual begins again.

McAnuff’s play echoes Harold
Pinter’s exploitation of the dramatic
conflict inherent in an invasion, as
well as the British playwright’s use
of wandering dialogue delivered at
Cross purposes.

The Toronto artist’s work, like
that of both Pinter and Albee, also
unsettles the audience in that we are
unable to verify the truth of what the
characters say: the line between
“truth” and “‘fantasy” is sufficiently
blurred as to become meaningless.
Indeed, what is true becomes a ques-
tion of what we believe to be true;
this ‘“‘truth’” applying to both an in-

dividual and to a society.

To compai= McAnuff to either
Pinter or Albee is probably foolhar-
dy. But the ritual rhythms and the
techniques are there, as Lime In The
Morning becomes a paradigm for the
universal situation of the conqueror
and the conquered, the imposer and
the imposed upon.

The Actor’s Theatre production
offers not only a brilliant new play,
but also a pair of fine performances

enacted upon a faultlessly conceived

set, a suitable sleazy sewer. Bob
Dermer, as Mica Blake, deserves
special mention for sustaining, in an
authentic Newfoundland accent, a
role which demands that in turn he
weep, dance and puke with endear-
ing energy. Richard Fitzpatrick,
though excellent as the Referee,
must take a backseat to Dermer’s
sterling performance.

Toronto Centre for the Arts

390 Dupont 927-6969

students $2.50, Tuesday “Pay
what you can”

PIONEER

Need a stereo component
or a complete system?
We can offer you 30 to_35%
off on Pioneer equipment.
For Example:
Pioneer SX434 reciever
Pioneer CS-R100 speakers
Pioneer PL-10 turntable
for $398.

For further information call
Bob Chambers

636-6437 6-9 p.m.

(starting Oct. 20)

CBC FLASH!

Expose Yourself to CBC Radio

Dr.Bundolo’s Pandemonium

Medicine Show
Fridays on “As it Happens,” 7:30 p.m.

about

There are more laughs on CBC RADIO than news,
weather, and sports. There's humour and satire
Canadians,
Check your local schedule for the proper pronunci
ation of “schedule.”” And remember. . .

the only difference between a flasher and a streaker

Canadians, for

IS @ university education.

The Royal Canadian Air Farce

Sundays on ““The Entertainers’, 1:00 p.m.

Inside from the Outside
Yaturday, 11:30 a.m. (starting Oct. 12)

CBL
17140

by Canadians.
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The bes
you can be

It’s not enough for you to be
a good gymnast. You have to
prove you're the best in the
group! So every day and every
practice session is important.

When you can’t afford time
out, when you can’t break
training, you need the
dependable internal protection
of Tampax tampons. They
allow you comfortable
freedom of movement while
they expand gently in three
directions to fit your inner
contours.

Tampax tampons come in
three absorbency-sizes:
Regular, Super and Junior.
So you can choose the right
one for your needs. Well
protected, you’ll prove to the
others you’re the best you
can be.
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