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BY JOSEPH KUMPULA

SAINTE-FOY, QC (CUP) —
“Team of destiny™ has been the call-
ing card for the University of Al-
berta’s women’s volleyball squad all
year.

ALl no time has their slogan
rang more true than during the Ca-
nadian Inter-university Athletic Un-
ion (CIAU) championships, held
this past weekend at Laval Univer-
sity, where they brought an inten-
sity and confidence that their oppo-
nents simply found overwhelming.

After spending the year liv-
ing up to theic number one ranking,
they swept the regular season be-
hind them and went for gold firing
on all cylinders.

As expected, the Pandas
kicked off'day one of the three-day
marathon by coasting Lo an easy vic
tory over the hapless Regina Cou-
gars in three straight sets.

Day two presented a bigger
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challenge: a rerun of the Canada
West final against the University of
British Columbia Thunderbirds.
With the gleam of gold already in
their eyes, the Pandas team rolled
by the T-Birds to enter the final un-
broken in sets.

In the final the Pandas went
up against Manitoba, which was no
surprise, considering the Bisons and
the Pandas have been swapping the
number one and two rankings all
season.

The Pandas had something to
prove coming into the match, not
only by going for a record of six
consecutive titles, but by trying to
do it in front of the Bisons’ crowd.

Even before the game began,
the pro-Bison crowd showed their
determination to be a factor in the
game. Thousands cheered as the
Bisons took to the court.

Despite the loud Manitoba
crowd, the Pandas had their own
section of supporters, dedicated fans

and relatives who had made the long

trek to the Investors Group Athlet-
ics Center.

“I"ve got to thank the support-
ers, parents, friends, the athletics
department,” said assistant coach
Carrie Barrett. “It makes a big dif-
ference, not in the final but for the
whole season.”

Set number one set the tone
for the match: mental and physical
toughness.

Players had to be prepared to
sacrifice the body for digs and play
a one-upmanship game of power as
both teams did whatever it took to
get the ball over the net just one
more time. An edge in skill gave the
Pandas an edge in points to take the
first set 25-18.

Set two changed the flow of
the game into the emotional roller-
coaster that both teams would have
to ride to the end result.

After being down 11-1, unbe-
lievably. the Pandas came back to
take it 25-22. Much of the credit for
the comeback belongs to Tashie

Macapagel, who stepped in when
her team was down, and showed
what championship experience can
do for a player in a big game.

“We've had leaders all year.”
said Panda head coach Lorne
Sawula. “But when it comes right
down to it, someone has to come in
and turn it around.”

After the “hail mary” come-
back in set two, it looked like noth-
ing could stop the Pandas. As much
excitement as the Pandas generated,
Manitoba responded by playing
even more methodically, piling up
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points like clockwork to take the
next two sets 25-20 and 25-22.

And so the gold medal came
down to who could get to 15 points
first. A combination of skill, luck,
and desperation helped the Pandas
take the final set 15-13, taking the
gold, and leaving the Bisons, who
stuck faithfully to their game plan
all afternoon to wonder what went
Wrong.

“It was any team’s game,”
said Sawula. “In the end, the girls
felt it was their game, and there was
no way they were going to lose it.”
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Canada’s
most modern
aircraft fleet!

AIRPORT STANDBY FARES
ONE WAY FARES - HALIFAX to:

VANCOUVER CALGARY TORONTO ST. JOHN'S

*330 °320 °160 °*110

Fly for FREE

“— {0 onaon

e *180
IITRAVEL

Plus tax §49,13 Plus tax §17.63

ST. PETERSBURG

*180

Plus tax §40.33

I Plus tax $50.63 Plus tax $25.13

FT. LAUDERDALE ORLANDO

*180

Plus tax $40,33

* NAV fee add $7.50 per passenger

FLICHT SCHEDULE - HALIFAX DEPARTURES
MARCH 2000
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Plus tax $40.33
www. trave
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- cuts. c CALGARY | — |18%5] — | — | - | - | — ‘
| FLY for FREE to LONDON! TORONTO — 2395 | 1350 %%%gs — — —
| with Contiki Holiday’s 2335

ST. JOHN'S 18:30

European Escapade,
l 25-day tour of 11 countries,
‘School’s Out’ departure.
Find out the deal,
drop by Travel CUTS today!
Student Union Building
4th Floor
Phone: 494-2054

retuming June & Depariisas

FT, LAUDERDALE | 17:40%| — — = -

ORLANDO —  |06:00' | —
15:50

§1. PETERSBURG | — -
‘Begins March 20 ’Ends March 19

06:00 | — - — -
*Ends March 26 “'Week of March 27 only

AIRPORT STANDBY FARES: Are subjed 1o availoble seafs prior fo departure. Passengers may register
71/ hours prior to the scheduled departure of flight. Fares are wﬂed to change without nofice. Travel
on any spedfic flight is not guaranteed. Payment {Cash or Credit Card only) must be made on departure.
One way fravel only. Schedule subject 1o change without nofice.

ieiable iﬁordable ® Air Travel
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One lauyr availlable — departing May 12
frem St Johns, Hagfax C 2
from cther cite s, 3@4-ons will apply. h&ist have 2 valid ISIC Fuil details
avaiiabhte at Travel cCOT S
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Domino’s Pizza

6112 Quinpool Rd Halifax

Call 420-9999

For Free Delivery
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I Two Pizzas Three Toppings | One Three Topping Pizza :
and Twisty Bread - Garlic Finger i
Mediums $17.99 + Tax ; Mediums $14.99 + Tax :
Larges $20.99 + Tax : Larges 17.99 + Tax i

Thurs.

& Sat.
We accept

VISA, MASTERCARD

AMEX, DINERS CLUB

Fri.
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