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Raiders miss playoffs

by Dave Mombourquetie

Let's go back to November
for ¢ minute. The Red Raiders
are riding a six game winning
streak, and appear to be
heading for their best season
in recent memory, when it
happens. What seems to be a
minor foot injury to forward
Chris McCabe, starts off an
avalanche of.illness and in-
jury which continues to grow
until the Raiders playoff
hopes are finally buried
under the assault.

Tha men's basketball
squad was put in the tomb
two weeks ago, losing 86-71
and 95-89 to the PE! Panthers,
and 78-72 to the Mt. Allison
Mounties. The desperately
thin Raiders found no refuge
from the seasocn long car-
ncge, losing guard Ken Ames
to the chicken pox before the
Island series, and then hav-
ing forward Don McCormack
go down with an ankle injury
in the first game. The Raiders
had needed of ieast a split of
the series with PEl to ensure
a playoff berth and when this

by Bill Redmond with 26
points and Chris Sumner who
added 22. Scott Devine
hooped 24 points for the
Raiders to go along with 17
from Chris McCabe.

The Raiders were never in
the game, as they clearly
missed the experience of Ken
Amos, who fell ill with the
chicken pox just days before
the game. On top of that Don
McCormack sprained his
ankle, and was left pretty
well ineffective for the rest of
the geme. -

Having to go with only
seven players the next day,
the prospects were not very
good. Then Don Nelsen
played his trump card. The
previous night he had suited
up Paul Holder, the former
starting cenire, who was sup-
posed to be out for the
season with a bad leg. Paul
didr't see the floor thai night,
but on Saturday everyone in
the building, especially UPEI,
knew he was back. With
Holder controlling the inside,
the Raiders were able to

peints and doing an excellent
defensive job on Chris
Sumner. The Panthers were
carried by Bill Redmond who
found the range for 16 first
halt points.

It was this same type of
performance which continued
in the second half, as Red-
mond's radar shooting upped
his total to 37 points to go
along with an excellent
defensive showing. The Pan-
thers quickly erased their 10
point halftime deficit, and the
game was ciose the rest of
the way. The big men on the
Islond team improved in the
second half, but it was the
outside shocting of Redmend
that carried the day.

Associate Coach Phil
Wright accepted the result, in
light of the physicai condition
of his troops. “The guys were
very disappointed, we played
so well in the firsi half and
couldn’t hold it,” said Wright.

Chris McCabe ended up
with 25 points for the Raiders,
while Scott Devine added 23.
Chris felt that the team did a

Free Throws

By DAVID MOMBOURQUETTE

“Ask rot for whom the bell tolls, it tolls for thee."

if you happen to be an ardent Red Ralders supporier,
then the above message Is for you. Yes, it's hard to believe,
but the saason Is over for the men in red and black, and the
bottom line is a 7-9 record and an early #ip to the side
lines.

The Raiders finished the season with a pair of losses fo
the PEl Panthers, and c final Insult at the hands of the lowly
Mount Allisor. Mounties. You can't biame the guys for irying
though, end they tried harder than any other team in the
cenference, using determination and hustle to overcome
menumental injury problems.

Romember the Injury situation? Well es a final recap of
whet has to be the moss injury plogued seasor any sports
team hes had to suffer we can begin with final twe games
against PEl. The already thin squad hed to do battle without
starting guard Ken Amos who fell ill with the chicken pox,
and then to top it all off, Don McCormack, the only starter
to be healthy for every game, twistad his ankls and missed
the final two starts. Add to this the departures of Paul
Holder, Dwight Mcinnis and Gerard Whoelan, the
hospitailzation of key players Ted De Winter and Chris Mc-
Cabe, the sarly season leg Injury of Dale Koxok, a severe
bout with the flu by Scett Devine, and an assortment of
other nugging injuries, and you end up with a team that
should have boen resigned tc a total write off of a season.
The fact that the Raiders came within an eyelash of making
the playoffs says more about the heart of this toam than |
con, so I'll leave their performance at that.

! did not materialize, the close down a gnod portion of  great job in the game; and
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e squad. The Raiders were awesome  team we had on the floor.”
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et wasn't enough in the Friday late spurt by the Panthers  weil. posedly out for the season with his leg injury, but suited up
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" lead, and coasted the rest of  Raiders were still in control.  promise to be back in shape had quite the game, scorlng 13 points and controlling the
lly ranked. the way, with the final score  Chris McCabe was the big next year and giving it boards in the first half before tiring. if hie brief appearance
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on. was to : next season.
ly. Thus be-
y satisfying Tk Ao Rk
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selves.
Once again @ member of the Red Roiders hes been
it chosen athlete of the week, the honour going this week to
t I Chris McCabe. The classy 6'5" forward, from Yonkers, New
I e York was a major factor in the Raiders almost defeating the
UPE! Panthers two weeks ago. Chris scored 25 points in the
g et bt The Office of Native Employment game and did an excellent defenzive job on Island forward
. The: only Chris Sumner. It has been a rough year for Chris, but when
share this Have you considered working in the Public Service? The Government's he has been healthy enough to play, the performances
g Wilson, policy on increased participation of Indian, Metis, Non-Status Indian and have been impressive.
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