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BRUNSWICKAN FABULOUS FIFTY — 31

By NEIL M. OAKLEY
Brunswickan Editor-in-Chief 1953-54

In the early 50’s no BRUNSWICKAN editor
would have dared dream of publishing New
Brunswick’s largest weekly. He was fortunate
when he produced four six-page tabloids every
month.

In fact, in December 1952, the campus won-
dered if the BRUNSWICKAN still existed. We
never knew why the previous newspaper staff
staged a midterm walk out. But with one clap
of the hands, I was Editor in Chief without a
line of BRUNSWICKAN copy to my credit.

We had few advertisers. The paper was in
debt. Students were not reading it. So we
published the first - and last - BLOODY
BRUNSWICKAN.

The issue, printed in blood red ink, was a
promotion piece for the annual campus Blood
Donor drive. In banner headlines the BLOODY
BRUNSWICKAN announced, 1952 FORDOR
MODEL FORD, the prize to the student or
teacher guessing the correct UNB blood donor
percentage.

All hell broke loose. It was one of the
biggest hoaxes in UNB’s history. The winner
won a threednch replica of the real thing. But

the paper was in business and students were
reading it again.

The BRUNSWICKAN changed remarkably
in 1953. We had an 18-member staff. It meant
switching to six-column, six-page format and
bold type heads. There was tremendous photo
coverage. We changed printers and got to know

Wardell and the Fredericton Daily Gleaner gang.
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The paper was the center of controversy.
UNB President Albert Truerian was appointed
National Film Board Chairman. The new Presi-
dent was Colin MacKay, an ex-BRUNSWICKAN
Editor in Chief. UNB’s Honorary Chancellor,
Lord Beaverbrook, on hearing the Provincial
Government appointment, resigned in protest.

But Beaverbrook remained Honorary Editor
of the BRUNSWICKAN. Delight was setting
the March 3, 1954 front page banner:

HONORARY EDITOR ASKED TO BE

HONORARY CHANCELLOR OF UNB

The BRUNSWICKAN took on the Students
Representative Council over the budget and
won. We also challenged the National Federa-
tion of Canadian University Students. NFCUS
President Tony Enriquez came from Ottawa
for a pitched battle in Council. It was a draw
on UNB’s campus. But it signalled the beginning
of the end of NFCUS in Canada.

Our editorials pounced on civic and provincial
affairs with unwarranged vengeance. The
BRUNSWICKAN had matured. It was the
second best Canadian University newspaper in
1954. We lost by one vote, 11 to 10.

The previous December saw publication of
THE SMELLEGRAPH YOURINAL, a full-size
take off on THE MARITIMES’ GRRREEE-
AAAAATEST NEWSPAPER. It was filled
with stories including; STUDENTS RIOT
PETITIONING TO RECALL BEAVERBROOK
AS CHANCELLOR, COUNCIL TO RECOM-
MEND GREASE IN GAS PROBE, STUDENT
ATTEMPTS TO ESCAPE MEN’S RESIDENCE
TO ATTEND LECTURES and ARTS BUILD-
ING BURNS DOWN AT CAPITOL.
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On Wednesday, March 17 1 put the 1954
BRUNSWICKAN to bed for my last time. It
was long enough to be in the college newspaper
business. We lost money again. -

_ What made the BRUNSWICKAN? Staff
like Fred Drummie, now well known through-
out the Atlantic Provinces. Staff like Pete
Trueman, recent Senior Editor, CBC National
Television News - Evening Edition.

And girls. Most of them were shy and sus-
picious. But they worked like beavers. Probably
all married now with new surnames, unless they
are middle-aged women’s libbers. Real people
like Betty Styran, Maxine MacDonald, Dianne
Drew, Beth Cattley, Pauline Saunders, Peggy
Wetmore, Lyn Daupe and Pat Ryder.

Drummie, Trueman and I merely put the
BRUNSWICKAN together. The three of us
were probably the only editors of the time
who weren't asked to work for a political
party. Perhaps it was because’ We regularly
lambasted the Provincial government for the
terrible liquor sold by the liquor board. We
called the Premier Phlemming and 't  iquor
board stores were labelled Phlemming’s Phar-
macies.

TIME MAGAZINE, November 8,1971, claims
New Brunswick is the least enterprising pro-
vince for availability of good wines. If N.B.
liquor hasn’t improved since the BRUNS-
WICKAN’s 1954 crusades, maybe editing the
paper wasn't a very worthwhile thing.

- 30-

eek, and upwards, Scholarship from the County in
heir means.”’ which he has received his

Douglas Gold Medal,” determine the pupil whose

Province, and first ducted both orally .and by

‘At the commencement of the

September 1862, the Scholar-

Carleton, Kings, St
“In addition to the County

present Academical year, three

““The number of ‘‘Free

fifty-six, being on an average

the usual fe\es for instruction.




