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A personal look
at the disabled

by Alan Robinson

and Bobbi Brown
Monday, November 15 kicked off Disabilities Awareness
Week, only some of us couldn’t kick because we were confined to
wheelchairs for the day. The purpose of the activity was to learn
what it is like to function with a handicap and to make others
P re Se n t S aware of what the disabled student must face on a day to day basis.
Although we tried to simulate being disabled, we always
knew in the backs of our minds that at the end of the day we courd
~get out of the chairs and walk again. Because of this, the
experience did not make us completely aware of the disadvan-

tages the disable face every day.

s Besides the obvious problems of moving around from place
P A AH to place, we discovered some of the attitudes that people take
towards the disabled. Most people were very helpful when we got
S stuck in doorways or on the ice. While rolling down crowded
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One friend remarked on how everyone was talking to us

.’. - AND -“'\;, G while they knew that we were not disabled.

o d b S ; : Had we really been handicapped, they felt that they would

M U L l I\/AN S not have spoken to us, not having known someone who was. it

Rid ; e 4 makes one realize that one should see the person first and not just

d 0 ; S ~ their handicap. However, one should not pretend that the
: _ - handicap does not exist at all.

g At lunchtime, Bobbi wanted to get down from the second
floor of SUB to buy a cup of coffee. However, the power was off in
some sections of the building. Since the elevators were not
< working, she had to wait for half an hour. Towards the end of the
4 8 P ( P day, on his way to SUB, Alan’s arms were tiring so he was going

very slowly. When he looked up, about two hundred people in
front of Engineering were staring at him. He was very relieved
when a friend came by to help him out. Both these events made
them feel very self-conscious and frustrated.
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SEND YOUR FRIENDS BACK TO THE
ROCKIN’ '50s FOR CHRISTMAS!

: ; A great gift idea!
S.U.B. THEATRE, U of A They’ll thank you more in '84!

OPENS DECEMBER 31 :
(Preview December 30 - $7.50)

SUNDAY - FRIDAY: 8:00 P.M.

SATURDAY: 6:00 & 9:30 P.M.
.(No performances January 1, January 9)

TICKETS: ALL BASS OUTLETS
Charge-By-Phone: 424-3355
For More Information: 432-4764
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THE HIT
MUSICAL PLAY
ON »
NATIONAL TOUR!

Produced by the
Vancouver East
Culfural Centre
STARRING:
.\ ERIC PETERSON

. FRANK MACKAY
k. WITH: JAY BRAZEAU
BABS CHULA
ANDREW RHODES [J
ALEC WILLOWS

ROCK ON INTO 1984!
ATTEND OPENING NIGHT! ENJOY A
CHAMPAGNE RECEPTION AND WIN A
TRIP FOR TWO TO FABULOUS

SAN FRANCISCO!
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