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Tell me Ronnie....

TUESDAY, MARCH 31, 1981

...what do you think
of gun control now?

Grants, not
loans:

by Mike Walker

. The Canadian student loan
system should be dismantled and
replaced with a puse grant system,
the Federation of Alberta
Students decided on the weekend.

About 40 delegates to the
FAS annual general meetin
approved in principle a call by the
National Union of Students
(NUS) for an all-grant student aid
program for students
demonstrating true need.

The program could be paid
for, NUS says, by abolishing the
current tax deduction for tuition
fees and the $50 per month
deduction for attendance at a post-
secondary institution.

Federal government officials
have estimated that abolition of
the deductions could pay for most
of the cost of turning the loan
program into an all-grant
program.

The delegates, five of whom
were from the U of A, noted that
most students who had large
enough incomes to claim the
deductions do not need student

FAS

loans, while most students
qualifying for loans do not make
enough money to pay appeciable
taxes, and thus do not benefit

from the deductions.
In addition, the $50 per

month deduction is transferable to -

parents of students, who often
claim it themselves.

Some delegates claimed it
was unfair to force poorer
students to shoulder $15,000 debt
loads to go to university, while
wealthier students and their
parents, who don’t need help, cash
in on income tax deductions.

Delegates realized, though,
that governments would not
accept an all-grant system. They
agreed to call in the short run fora
combined loan-grant system.

The current loan-remission
system converts a portion of a
student’s original loan to a grant
only if the student meets an
arbitrary summer savings require-
ment and, usually, if his or her
parents contribute to his or her
expenses.

Students not gaining

Status quo upheld

OTTAWA (CUP) — The
National Union of Students
(NUS) has levelled strong

criticism against a government
report for its failure to deal with
fundamental problems in the
student aid program.

The report of the federal -
provincial Task Force on Student
Assistance said loans, as opposed
to grants, encourage drop-outs
and are less attractive to lower
income students.

One in eight students have
problems repaying their loans,
according to the report.

Despite these findings, the
task force made no recommen-
dations for changes to the loan
based program.

According to NUS
researcher Jeff Parr, “The task
force was selective in its inter-
pretations and conclusions. They
do not see the problems with
loans as significant.”

In a published response to
the task force report, NUS has
called for future student aid
programs based solely on grants
and distributed entirely on the
basis of need.

The NUS response calls fora
major overhaul of the assessment
of financial needs under the
current system.

The NUS response also
criticizes the task force's failure to
deal with parental or spousal
contribution requirements.

Parental contributions are
currently mandatory. Students not
receiving parental or spousal help
are not compensated.

According to the NUS
response, “Only the actual amount
of parental and spousal con-
tributions should be counted as
resources for the purposes of
calculating students’ needs.”

_ Parr criticized the report for
“its total refusal to look at cost
allowances for = student  aid
program.”

The report says costs allowed

under the program have kept pace
with inflation.

“This tells me nothing;’ said
Parr. No assessment of whether
the costs allowed were ever
adequate has been made,” he
continued.
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Board of Governors rep quits U of A

by Alison Thomson and Peter Michaiyshyn

Ken Lawson-Williams,
elected by acclamation as the
Board of Gavernors student
representative this spring, has
resigned from the Board and
withdrawn from the university.

Lawson-Williams left the

Lethbridge
helps fight

CUP - the U of Lethbridge board
of governors, on a rare occasion,
have thrown their support behind
the students’ union and national
student campaign aimed at
halting possible funding cuts to
Canadian post-secondary educa-
tion.

The federal government is
considering altering the establish-
ed programs financing (EPF)
agreement which provided $2.7
billion to provincial education in
1979-80, and because of the
program’s uncertainty, national
and provincial student groups are
campaigning.

Board chair Phil North said
Alberta may not feel the effects of
EPF re-negotiations as much as
other provinces, but added, “the
fears and principles are the same
here.”

Lorraine Mitchell, students’
councillor and Alberta rep to the
National Union of Students, said,
“Essentially we're asking for

university because of low marks,a
result, he says, of his many
commitments on campus.-

He was Students’ Union rep
to the Board, a member of the
Priorities and Planning Com-
mittee, the Discipline, Law and

Board
cutbacks

board support based on our
mutual concerns.”

" We're seeing a situation here
where education is being caught in
the middle, and a situation where
education could be the fatality,”
she said. = The motion passed
unanimously with little discus-

sion. -

Mitchell said student
organizations have always criticiz-
ed EPF, because the provincial
allocations are not used exclusive-
ly for education.

She said, for example, the
Nova Scotia government has in
the past used EPF monies for
road-building.

In the present discussions the
federal government is looking for
a higher profile than what has
been einbited before said
Mitchell.

But she said the recently
formed parliamentary committee
is not dealing specifically with
post-secondary education.

Order Committee, and the Cam- -

pus Law Review committee.

A replacement Board rep will
be appointed for the summer,
with an election to be held in the
fall, according to SU president
Nolan Astley. i

Next year's executive, to take
office tonight, will deal with
appointing the replacement,
Astley says.

Lawson-Williams, an
engineering student, found the
course load as well as his ex-
tracurricular commitments more
than he could handle, he says.

He warns other students of
similar pitfalls: “"Don’t let your
involvement take up too much
time; you won't get credit in any
way from the university.”

Lawson-Williams attempted
to acquire credit of some sort from
Students’ Council at the last
council meeting. He told council
he would be asking them to
approve an honorarium for his

position.

But Lawson-Williams said he
considers the involvement
worthwhile.

“I still hope that there are
somewhat gullible people out
there who are not totally
apathetic, who will watch out for

Ken Lawson-WIlliéms

the concerns of the students, and
the university as a whole.”
Speculation on who may be
appointed to the Board position
on an interim basis is rampant.
Names being mentioned include
current Board rep’ Mary Ann
Gillies, outgoing SU vp external
Kris Farkas, and former vp
academic Chanchal Bhattacharya.




