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R OBERT IICKERDIKE, M.P., of Montreal-who willbu reniembercd as the statesmnan who first pro-

posed to enact cigarette prohibîtion-inminates

Lord Strathconia as our next Governor-General, Sir

WVlfrid Laurier as our next Iligh Commissioner under the

titie of Lord Athabasca, and, Mr. Avlusworth as, our next

Premier. From, this I infer that MVr. Biekerdike is a

better judge of popular legisiation than af political prob-

abilities ; and how good a judge lie is of popular legis-

lation May bc inferred from, the fact that lie has aban-

doned his anti-cigarette bill ta stranger hands. If I

were going to venture into prophecy, I would contradict

Mr. Bickerdike an ecdl of his threu predictions. To ap-

point Lord Strathcona Governor-General would bu ta en-

tirely change the character af that office. Lard Strath-

cana is fit for it, of course ; but if the British Govern-

ment desires ta *give hi sudh an office, it had better fol-

1<iw the precedent ini the case of Sir Francis Hinicks and

make hini Govertior-General of some other colony-say

Australia. To appoint a Canadian ta the Canadian

Governor-Generalship would lie to rab the office of its

character as an Imiperial link ;and, if it bu rohhed of

that, it will bu naked inidecd.

However, Lord S.-trathlconia shotuld stay exactly where

lie is so long as lie is aible and willing ta serve the na-

tion, 1le is <tu ideal I-ligh Commîissîanier, and has inade

it exceedingly difficult for any anc ta follow him in that

position. Of Sît Wilfrid the samne cati bu said. Hie is an

ideal lPremier in manv way, nd it is altogether likely

that hie will die in harness. Thc Liberal Party would

nlever be mad vinaugl ta let hijn go. If Sir Wihfrid
shoud g tal~n1an, hwever, I would rather s e lin

go as a inember of the British flouse of Commins than

as Canadiani Iigli Counnissionier. JHe wotuld sreas a

link af Empire hîmself ini this capacÎty, and ani exceed-

ingly sane and saie liik. Mr. Ayleswortl may be Pre-

mier somne day-. Aglain, it can bui said thnt lue is quite

big enauli for tlie job. B~ut hie would not bu the Premier

naw if qir Wilfrid were ta bue sent ta London. He lacks

the Parlianientarv expierience which hie will gain uasily

enougli if given time. Then the party could not afford

ta snub) Yr. Fielding ; and taý raise auy ather man over

lis head just now, would be ta pointedl)* adininister just

such a snub.**

Mr. Stead-thu human dynamo-las been buzzing

through the country, and we are leit regretti'w that so

much mind power should bu so wastefully frittered away.

For mental activity, it would bu liard ta namne an uqilal

to this, sturdy littie Englishi radical;- but when it cornes
to Mental balance, wu can onlly put lin at the head of

thue class bY couinting fromni the bottan le reiminds me

of a remtark Sir .John Macdonald is said ta have Mnade
regarding Nichiolas Flood Davin -a miaxi vury unlike

steadl ini 111a1ny ways, buit hike 1dim in havinie more mental
ability than discrutioni. Someone saidi to Sir John one
dlay-"What a pity it is that Davin has not More bal-'
anice!" "Il lie lad," replied Sir John, "wu wold prob)-
ably neyer have huard of hlm." Mucbl of Stead's no-
toriety is due to bis eccentricity-his scorn for coniveti-
tion-his ability to plutigu into a question and bring out
an urratic conclusion. Thre Stuad view of a subject is ln-
variably unique. The rest of the world con over the

problein and arrive at answers which May difler but

which f ail into classes. Stead takes the saine figures

and arrives at an answer which has occurred to, no one

else.

His "forte" stems to bu believing thïngs which other

people dismiss as absurd. Now hie has been making

great'play in Canada with an interview lie says hie had

with Sir Wilfrid Laurier atthe Coronation Conference in

which Sir« Wilfrid is represented as -,ayîng that Canada

could reinain "neutral" in 'a war waged by Britain with

which she did not sympathise. 0f course, Sir Wilfrid

could not have meant to say anything of the sort. It

was too utterly foolish. 11e may have ratant to say

that Canada did not feel bounil to send contingents to

every British war, which is quite a diflerent thing. Any

other persan except Stead would have realised that Sir

Wilfrid was using the word "neuitral" insome sucli sensu.

But Stead belie ved that Sir Wilfrid metant the word
"ineutral" as the word is employcd internationally ; and

hie has builded a vast fabrie of question and conjecture

on that belief. That is very Stead-like. It is ail very

clever and convincing-except for the triflîng circuin-

stances that it ail rests uipon a stateinent which no onu
else helieves.

Again, Mr. Stead has beun telling us that an erninent

Anierican told hiîn that if liu had been Sucretary of

State when Canada sent hier contingents to South

Africa, lie would have regarded the act as a l'casus

belli" and told Canada to, mid hier own business. Now

that is a tremuxxdously startling qtatemnent if the anony-

mous Arnerican was a Man at ail likely to be Secretary
of State. Such an act would inean war between Britain
and the United States, fought out chiefly in Canada, as

surely as the sun will rîse to-morrow morning. But I

will venture to guess, without knowing in the least to

whom Mr. Stead referred, that hris menacing American

is soîne side-tracked genius who is as likuly to be en-

trusted withthe Secretaryshîp of State as Mr. Stead is

with the position of British Foreign Secretary. if

Stead gave us his namne, liu would probably spoil his

story. So with Mr. Stead's attitude on peace. If onu

could accept his pruinises, lis conclusions cannot be es-

caped. But hie leaves out of lis premises ail sncb facts

as the existence of the fightîng instinct in every race and

nation, the self-interest of commercial peoples who expect

to profit by the resuits of war, and thu natural desire in

every hinmai breast to exericise 'mastery over others.

What Mr. Stuad needs more than anything else, is the

power to distinguish the probable froin the improbable.

"W. sre u.p too high. l'm golng $0 leot Httom"
"Vot ? With gas a toliar a touanadt ? ThrowOI anê*ie ud, viei comits

nodingh "-. Life.


