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To Prove that Money Spent on Good Roads Will Yield a Return of 100 Per Cent. Per A nnum

THIS is the ourth and last of my articles on
good roads. It is my final appeal ta the
people af Canada on what I consider to be
a Most important national question. The

picturesque, the spectacular, or the dramatic, seems
to be necessary ta stir. public opinion. The tragic
loss -of the Titanic with 1,600 lives created an irre-
sistible public demand that forced the Governments
of two great nations and ail the passenger steam-
ship campanies ta imnmediate action in the interest
af greater safety at sea. But 500,000 people are
killed and maimed annually in one ai these great
nations througha industrial accidents which are
largely preventable, and the voice of public opinion
is scarcely beard. The accidents continue from
year to, year with littie check. One miglit give a
hundred similar illustrations and contrasts. An
appeal ta the public thraugh ordinary educative
channels is slow of result.

Good roads is one af these prasaic questions, and
is bard ta make sufficiently impressive ta arause pub-
lic opinion. It took about ten years ta get an On-
tario Legislatture ta apprapriate $1,0ü0,000 ta aid
country raads. Theni the counties were so slow that
it took themn another ten years ta spend the money.
Many of the counties have taken no action yet; and
nothing bias been done ta help the township roads.
Ail told, 1 understand that less than two thousand
miles of roads have been improved under the Act
in the ten years. At that rate ai progress it would
take two or three centuries ta put the roads of the
Province in shape. Public opinion requires
spurs.

Yet if Ontario were a joint stock company, desir-
ous ai increasing itsý wealth, and had a live butsi-
ness manager, you wouild see a sigu-board with
samiething like this on it, at every cross road: "The
construction of good roads throughout this county
would1( itnmediately increase the valuse of its farms to
the extent of four times the total cost of the roads.*

A promise ai an immediate retuiru of 400 per
cent. on roads expenditure would mnake the farmn-
ers open their eyes and get busy.

if it were prapased ta tax the farmers ai Caniada
$30,000,000 a year for the improvement ai the couin-
try roads, they would organize for rebeilion. But
if it were then provéd ta themi that the sum of
thirty millions is bardiy mare than hialf their pres-
ent annuai loss caused by bad roaais, they would
turu their militant organizations inito good ronds
assocations. Onie of the resuits ai good roads

By R. S. NEVILLE, K.C.
would be ta increase the annuai profits ai the iarm-
ers by $1.20 for every ton ai their marketable pro-
duce. This wguld mean 3 3-5 cents a bushel an
wheat and a praportionate increase ai profit an
everytbing else.

But the farmers are not the only ones interested
in the country roads, and in every country baving
a good roads palicy, the people living in the urban
municipalities are required ta, contribute ta the con-
struction and maintenance ai the country roads.
This contribution shauld nat be leit ta, negatiation
by the municipal councils concernied, without any
established principles for their guidance. Bargain-
ing between vote-seeking counicillors representing
municipalities watchfully jealous aio each other,
would be a doubtful undertaking, with no uniiorm-
ity ai result.

Something better than that must lie devised-
some mecthod ai apportioning the cost between the
munillcipalities coucerued-urban, county, and town-
ship. Theni there is the iurtber question-What
shahl le the propartionate contribution ai the Pro-
vincial Governments, having regard ta their re-
spective revenues and the demands ai the other
public services?

The question ai the 'amount and the metbods ai
giving Dominion aid ta ronds construction and
maintenance also, requires consideration.

L OING'abroad wç find no two countries withLth0e samie financial system for roads construc-
tion or maintenance. Iu lrance and Germnany mudli
attention is paid to military exegencies, and the
national Goveruimeuts assume a great deal ai re-
s;ponsiility. In England the roads are built and
kept up by the local authorities, with some aid, now,
irom thie Imperiai Goverument.

Iu the United States the National Government
does not buiid roads, but it lias establislied a Good
-Roads Office at Washington that exercises a wide
influence in roads construction ail aver the Union,
and there is a growing demnand for national finan-
cial aid, or national ronds wliolly or partir finan-
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iromn what the United States Goverument is damr
through its Good Roads Office, and f rom the exan:
pie ai the States. For the problems in that countr
are similar ta ours, and the good raads movemer
there lias already become nation-wide.

I humbly suggest that the Canadian Governmer
should appoint a Royal Commission ta investigal
and report upon the methods ai construction, mair
tenance and supervision ai the roads in Grexý
Britain, France, Germany, and the United State
and ai financing roads expenditure in those cou,
tries, and ta make recommendations for the guic
ance ai the Canadian people, having regard ta ou
cliniatic conditions, the character ai aur traffic, an
aur peculiar politicai and municipal divisions an
their respective resources.

The Canadian Goverument lias already recog
nized the national importance ai good roads, an
public opinion iully supports their.proposai for a
annual contribution irom the Dominion treasuir3
Even the proposai bas stimulated public'interest, an
this would lie greatly iucreased by the aiopointmer
ai a Royal Commission; while the Commissionerf
Report, distributed -through ail the municipalitieý
would be of the -greatest educationai value and
practical gtCide ta Governmrrents and people.

With a good roads movement thuis launcbed on
national scale; the report ai a Royal Commission i
hand; a Good Roads Office established at Ottaw
co-operating with and assistingthe Provinces an
people everywhere; with departments ai highwa
engineering at the universities and at ail the agi
cultural colleges supplying the demandý for road
building experts, and an additional course ai lec
tures on country road-building for ai the student
at these latter institutions; with road models an~
lectures at every exhibition and country fair; wit'
Good Roads Specials carrying similar models an
lecturers over the raiiways ta, rural places wher(
in the absence ai road engineers, the farmers bav
ta do their awn road building; and with some settie
principle ai financial contribution by the Provinci2
Gavernments and by the various municipal bodiei,
and with such additionai assistance as the Domiii
Government can afford ta give; Canada would soo:
place herseif ahreast~ with other progressive couii
tries in road-building, talle on a healtxy, progressiv
and prosperous appearance cammensurate with lie
great wealtb and prospects, become far more at
tractive ta tourists and immigrants, and add enor
miously to bier people's wealth and conifort.

on Income
those wbose incomes are closely correlated witl
rising cammodity prices.

The most important distinction wbicb emerge
from these considerations is that rthe mari whos
income consists of industrial profits gains unde
rising prices relativeiy ta the man who receive
salary or wages. It is a fact familiar ta the statis
ticlan that wages and salaries respond very slowk
ta chanzes in the 2yeneral u)rice ievel- Thev ris,
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