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Getting Close to the, People
A WIDE guif separates the methods of theConservative party f rom those of the Lib-

eral party. The difference was well illus-
trated by the two recent visits macle by

Borden and Laurier to Toronto. Sir Wilfrid camne
up from Ottawa and had a meeting; Mr. Borden
camne up and had a demronst 'ration.

Sir Wilfrid spent the day at the Ontario Club
mneeting the men high and mighty in the party, and
the wives of the aforesaid. There were black coats,
silk bats and imported gowns aplenty. I~n the even-
ing hie drove decorously over to a decorous gather-
ing, as properly as the Governor-General did in the
days when Major Maude managed Rideau Hall and
its patronage.

Premier Borden spent the day quietly at Sir
Edmund Osler's residence. The Albany Club saw
him not, The frock-coated members of the Con-
servative party were ignored and so were their
wives. He was waiting, for other friends, and at
6,30 p.m. lie went out to meet thern. They had
had 'just an hour and a half to go home and wash
their bands and take off their overaîls, By 6.30,
they were marching past him four-deep and lie was
doffing lis hat and smiling upon themn. Having
reviewed some three thousand of them with their
banners and floats. his carrnaze fell in behind and
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out. Those who stayed were soon listening intently.
Here was an orator-an actor-a man who under-
stood derlamnation-a man who waited propenly at
the proper timie for the applause which hie demanded
and got. In five minutes lie was master of the
audience and for nearly haîf an hour they swung
and swayed and laughed and cheered at his sweet
will. His French accent charmed them. His sallues
pleased them. His clear-cut statements convinced
them. And three times they said ",Go on" before
he finally satisfied them.

0f ail the French-Canadian orators, only two
are known to Torontonians. favouirably, Pelletier
and Laurier. And Tory, Orange Toronto likes
themn well and listens with pleasure. They can put
their feet on the miantel-sheif and make theinselves
at home any old time they wish. And when Pelle-
tier concluded, the audience was assured that "the
unholy alliance" of Conservatives and Nationalists
was a figment of the imagination, a cloak to cover
the subterfuges of designing Liberal politicians.,

L ASTLY came Hazen, the unknown. As hie rose,
-'several thousand more left the hall and be-

fore he concluded scarcely one-baîf of the audience

remained. But the Minister of Marine spoke well.
He dîd not arouse the audience as Graham and Red
Michael did a fortnight previous, but it was a dif-
ferenit audience, and the two Liberal orators have
no. peers in the Big Chief's Bancl. Hazen is big
and handsime, but hie is no cowboy in a frock-coat,
to borrow the expression of an Ottawa corres-
pondent.

There were those who sighed for one George
Eulas Foster. Hac lhe been on that platform, itch-
ing for an opportunity to pour his cassiusian ora-
tory upon that gathering, there had been fewer
empty seats, ancl the night cars hacl clone a larger
cash business. Perhaps Bennett, of Calgary, or
Meiglien, of Portage, might have stayed the throng
-but Foster is over the unguarcled, unpat 'roled
Pacific and Bennett and Mei glen were sicle-trackecl.

Mn. Hazen went on amid the unrest and macle
bis arguments. His mnisfortune stayed not bis flow
of oratory, nor dimmed bis courage. Those who
heard him said, "a fine speech," and macle a note
to read it in the morning paper.

Finally, the National Anthemn, which gave those
two great loyalists, Mr. Borden and Sir James
Whitney, a chance to put on their top coats, and
the chairman an opportunity to stand stiffly at
attention as a Sam Hughes soldier is wont to do.

N 0, not finally. Outside was a great crowd of
Stoncli-bearers, neady to escort the Big Chief

to the train. Uad these men been bane-chested and
black-faced andl had they boene assegais instead of
coal-oil torches, the scene tnight have reminded
one of the discipline and fidelity of a Zulu army
under Cetewayo. But at least there was discipline
and fidelity. Up the Ion g street they marched
bravely and at the North Toronto Station they re-
fused to leave until the train had got under way
-at midnight.

T HAT isLwat1 oldten a eldmntai.
coulil not put on anything like it. The Conserva-
tives of no other city-and aIl Canadian cities are
Conservative-could equal it. Whatever else the
Toronto Tories know or don't know, they know how
to get close to the people, the neal people: and how
to secure and maintain. thein allegiance.

Those who try to reason with the real people of
this or any other country make a mistake. That '1s
the least of political artifices. Mr. Bonden is sur-
rouinded hy men who know better mnethods titan
dns;ilnp with cold logic. Thev alan know that in
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