
The western Hm oth

PrivateSmith of the 9Oth ______

Written for The Western Home Monthly by Edith G. Bayne.

1.A platoon of soldiers swng down the
utraggling cobble-toned village street.
They rnarched at ease for they.ýhad just
left the trenches after eiihteen <aye'
flghting, and were bound for the town of
G- where food and rest and recupera-
tion await&I them.

An old Flerniel wornan stood at the
door of her little auberge, in the deerted
bamiet, and stared iii hored listiessness
at the oncommng column of dusty dishevel-
W -and wholly irirecognizable troope.
Sh ad taken heart of grace and returned
to'iier old home wbere littie of any value
reaned, and was the only living creature
in the lace.

Suddlenly, as the men passed opposite
t0 ber, she uttered a cry and darted out

"G-!" she exclaimed, in terror.
"eCorne on Snýith!" shouted the corporal.
"«Go on' l'Il catch up," returned the

private.
"My son! Do not go to GI-," said

the old woman. deDo not go there. Do
you flot know that -"

"Listen, ma"am" said the private
gently, as he disýengaged bimnf fr&or her
grasP, d my naine happens to be"Albert,
all riglit, but I am n ot your sony." i

Ie spoke in the best Flemish he could
muster. She gazed at hlm with growing
perplexity.

"Then-who are youO Ah, you would
joke with your old mother! I who sent
You off with a sile on my lips and a
pain here."1
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into the roadway. The corporal gave the
order to hait and the men came to a stand-
sti0 and turned with rild c aioity to
flnd that the old woman badurezetbe
arm of a Private about baMfway down the
line, and wae greeting lin with a great
du -laji of affection and deliglit.

Alberti Aibertl" Élhe cried, wblle she
patted hie mud-covered arm and drew

hiout of the line. PuzzIe and some-
wbat amused Private Smith smiled upon
ber and rernoved hie tattered cap. Hie
stood there in the warm spring sunshine,
a bandsorne dark-eyed young fellow of
twenty..eight or so with a slim well-knit
formn and thel ready 8mile that had defied
the buffets of outrageous fox tune iflBhy a
tirne. As she renewed bier exclamations
and began to poui a volley of questions
at him nm rapid Flenleli the corporal
advanced.

UWhat do you want, mother?" hie
demanded.

"11e is mny son," she said.
One of the men tendered her a bit of

inoney butt she shook ber head and clung
eIoser, Io Private Smith.

"iH-Lr ,on!" and a laugli passed down
the uine.

'lieýr rouibles have driven ber dippy-
POOr ni" said the corporal. "Form!

Bill Sinîth did not fail in, for the
wOIfI.i 1 t wzui whispering to him ith intenseq
emnPhIý. lie had picked up a few wordsg
of F! .: -II during the past three or four(
mnont:ý bit he could understand veryi
ittk - llat -,he said. , He did, however,t
undI .I lier to ask where be and bis

Cori, ' were going. She awaitedi
LE r i eathlessly.2

She pressed ber knotted bands over
ber heart.

"No, no, - beheve me, I amn Canadian.
We are a cornpany of the 9th Rifles, and
we are on our way to our billet."

Site continued to stare, blinkingly, at
hlm.

"But the enerny's troopo are there-
many of themn They lie conoealed in tbe
churcli of St. Gabriel. You wlII walk
into a trap!"

Private Smith lied now concluded that
the old creature was partially, if not alto-
gether demented. It was With difficulty
that he tore himseif away.

"If I sec your son Albert, I will tel l in
you are weil and still ut home " he coun-
tered, as lie Irew off. Over ÏÈe doorway
of the auberge were the lettersi: Albert
Beerwyck.

'Ile that your son's naine?" lie asked,
pointing to the inscription.

She nodded.
"'You wilI flot corne back alive," site

said, sadly.
He laughed lightly.
"If tberc's to be a figlt, " he said, as lie

waved bis band in farewell, "the 9th will'
be the victors. I1wlH, myself, madarn,
ring the belfry-bell so that you may know.
You will hear it and know that it means
victory."

It was tbrec miles to G-. Smith
cauglit up with bis company just as it was
ascending the last bull overlooking the
citv. He told the corporal of the old
woman's warning. The officer was skep-
tical.

"If we listened to the tale of everv old
woman in thie land we'd be rumndg
&round ini circles," lie said.
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