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An Interesting laterview with Capt. Deacon, of Prince Albert.

-~ Te] tative of The Western Home
, having been present at the banquet

[ te the incorporation of Prince Al-
%t as a city, and hearing, among other
kers, Captain Deacon make some re-
mrks gbout the Saskatchewan river, called
him the next day. After our represen-
had the object of his visit,
ressed his willingness to

be of interest to the public.
answer to the question as to what

of time he had resided in the dis-
the captain replied that he had been
bert and vicinity for the past
-eight years.
; was the cause of the migration

" this country at that time?”
_*"The grasshopper plague in Manitoba in
the early '70’s, when the crops were
troyed tzm times within six years. Some
of the older settlers from Headingly, know-
ing of the Saskatchewan valley and that the
moppers had never troubled this por-

of the Northwest, sold out and moved
to Saskatchewan.

“Such a move was surely a big under-
taking in those days of poor travelling fa-
cilities ?”

_“Oh! It was only five hundred miles and
there was always the trail and a Red river
cart. We simply loaded our outfits on the

hit the trail and got here.
case leaving Winnipeg by the Portage trail,
and continuing on for thirty-five days, our
backs to the rising sun, driving our carts
into the eye of the setting sun, we arrived
on the banks of the North Saskatchewan,
on the site of the present City of Prince
Albert.”

. “You siy there were no steamboats in
those days. Were you the first to build a
boat on this river?”

“No; the Hudson’'s Bay Company built a
boat named the ‘Lily,’ about the year 76,
I think. They were followed, a few years
after, by the Winnipeg and Northwest
Transportation Co., who operated a line of
boats from Selkirk to Grand Rapids via
Lake Winnipeg, then up the Saskatchewan
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in the hot summer
months, when the snow melts in the moun-
Then a sudden rise of from three

i e

“The Alberta.”

“Although the river drains a vast tract
appears to have but
little effect upon the volume of water, the

highest

to five feet may occur at. any time.

to Edmonton, calling at way ports. They
had four large boats, stern-wheelers, and
for several years, until the arrival of the
rallway in 1890, did a large business. Upon
the completion of the road to Prince Albert
they had to lay up geveral of their boats,
but they kept the ‘Northwest’ running
until about three years ago, when she was
swept away by high water at Edmonton and
broke up on the bridge, becoming a total
wreck.

“I built a boat, the ‘Josie,” in 'the year
1890, and worked her in the* vicinity of
Prince Albert up to this last season; when 1
replaced ‘her by the ‘Pathfinder,” built ‘in

1908. - My son, coming into partnership with
me this seison, we built another, the
‘Marion.’ Our business is principally raft-

ing and. towing of logs to the saw-mills.

“This past season there were three other
other boats built at Prince Albert, one for
a fishing company Wwas built at the
and floated down the.river to get her
chinery in; the ‘gaskatchewan,” built by the
Hudson's Bay Company, a stern-wheeler, and
the ‘Alberta,” built by Captains Coates and
Moshar. The two list-named boats are
cabined and fitted up fer passenger traffic
as well as freight, and are run to up-river
ports.

“Prince " Albert is well situated for the
boat-building industry, having abundance of
timber near -at hand and being the head
quarters of the lumber industry of the
Northwest; also having among her citizens
men who have proved their ability to bulild
boats second to nomne.

‘““As to the river, you see by a glance
the map that it takes its rize in the Rock)
Mountains, flows from West to East, a dis

tance of about one thousand miles, then it
discharges through the Grand Rapids into
L.ake Winnipeg. For the greater part of
its course it is about one thousand feet
in width, but in the wupper reaches, above
Carlton, it widens out in places 1S 1 h
as a half mile and contains a great number

of islands and sandbars
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have had occasional rises
| to twenty-two feet at Prince

of from
Albert,

We

During the Riel rebellion, 1885, she carried stores from Prince Albert to Fort Pitt
for use of the troops.

twelve
which

| means twice that height at Edmonton.

| banks at Prince Albert, at
are twenty-six feet above the
have seen the water so high

winter

ice

that

The

level,
yet I
I have |

i that could be grown

driven my boat alongside of River Street,
the cabin above street level. ’

“Ag the water falls in the autumn, navi-
gation is very difficult, the river being im-
peded by boulders and sand bars. It is
then we have to work—steam winches,
jack-spars and tackle all. working to get
the boat over sand bars, sometimes. several
times in a day.

“Prince Albert is situated about midway
between Laké Winnipeg and the Rocky
Mountains. The country to the north is
densely covered with timber.  There are two
good streams flowing from the north and
joining the Saskatchewan -in the vicinity

of Prince Albert. . They are used to bring

the logs down in the spring to the saw-mills
of the city where they are manufactured into
lumber etc., and shipped by boat and rail to
the prairie sections of the Northwest.
“Immediately below , Prince
have the rapids known as Coal Falls, where
the river narrows down and rushes with
great forcé between high banks. These ra-
pids, I think, will yet be utilized to supply
electrical power to the City of Prince Al-
bert. Farther down, at the Grand Rapids,
where ‘the river rushes through a gorge in
the limestone formatiou, there is sufficient
power going to waste to grind all the wheat
in the Saskatchewan

| valley, and as the rapids lie in the direct

route of the future Hudson’s Bay railroad,
I have no doubt they will yet be utilized
to mganufacture flour to be exported to Eur-
ope.”

“Do you find the Indian pilots the best ?”’

“As for Indians, they have a good mem-
ory for landmarks. When they learn a
channel they can keep in. it, but, as the
shifting sand often fills the channel with
which the pilot is familiar, I do not find
him any better than a white man In finding
the new channel. I have had considerable
to do with the Indian on the river, on the
trail and in the camp. I have worked with
him, travelled with shim and know him pret-
ty well and, I think, that what an Indian
can do, a white man can do and do it bet-
ter.

“When I first commenced running on. the
North Saskatchewan, fifteen years ago,
having had some experience in deep water
in. the East, I started out, confident that I
eould--steer. a boat. The river looked all
the same to me, but in the very first trip
I struck a sand bar so hard that it took
us a day, with the aid of a* powerful wind

(Continued on page 16).
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These Books

are of vital interest to girls, boys,
men and women. This is the age
when. all should be enlightened.
Ignorance is the curse which is
driving more young and old to ruin
than anyone realizes. One of these
books may be the cause of your

hysical salvation. In any case, it
is inestimable value at the price. .

Sent by Mail, postpaid, on
receipt of price, each $1.00

THE SELF AND SEX SERIES

, FOR MEN
BY SYLVANUS STALL, D.D.

What a Young Boy Ought to Know
What a Young Man Ought to Know
What a Young Hushand Ought to Know
What a Man of 45 Ought to Know

FOR WOMEN
BY MRS. MARY WOOD-ALLEN, M.D.

What a Young 6irl Ought to Know
What a Young Woman Ought to Know

$1000 PRIZE BOOK
BY MRS. EMMA F. A. DRAKE, M.D.

What a Young Wife Ought fo Know
What a Woman of 45 Ought to Know

JOHN A.

BOOKSELLERS

HART CO.

WINNIPEG

A Star Windmill

guaranteed to do the work

Write for New Catalogue
Address,
Brandon Pump
& Windmill

Works

H. CATER, Pror. BRANDON, Man

NEW YORK HAIR STORE

HAIR GOODS o' BY MAIL

Switches made up out of your own
((wnnhmgs, also dyed and repaired. Price
from $1.00 up.

Natural wavy switches, 20 inch, $3.00

Natural wavy switches, 24 inch, $5.00

Straight switches from $1.50 up.

L!ght. fluffy pompadours, woven on
net, from $1.50 up; ventilated on vege-
table net, $5.00 up

Satisfaction
refunded.

guaranteed or money

Write us particulars.

Seaman & Petersen
276 Portage Avenue, »iilsite, Winnipeg,

WASTE EMBROIDERY SILK.

L k. A large package of beau

rted colors for 10 cents., Fancy work
RALLANTYNE & CO..» 6
rville, Conn., U.8.A.
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