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FRI--E TO MIEN
Not Oin-,zPenny in AAdvanoce or olen
/ViYN Ar. udù(n

again to look up the North Road. An'd
there they stood, munching the dough-
nuts and gazing. It. was a long wait.

"Ought to have be en here an heur
ago, said Bob Campbell, and the crowd
grunted assent. Even old Prairie Uog,
who had corne over on the chance of
a tuckout, seemed anxious. But per-
haps he was figuring on the amount of
broken victuals that would fali to his
share.

But at last, through the moonlight,
a teami was seen coining. Not slow
and steady, as if draWîng a load of
green wood, but furiously, both horses
on the run. A yell went up from the
crowd, "They're racing." The parson
had beer' in the schoolhouse talking to
the womer', but at the noise hie came
runr'ing out and the rest followed hM,
al except Mirandy. She filled up
Prairie Dog's bag, which that thought-
fui red man had brought on the off
chance.

The teami came up with a rush te the
door, and there was Bill, driving, but
no wood. In his arms hie held Jack,
pale and speechless, his foot nearly
sliced off by bis axe. After it was
bound up, and Jack made comfortable
in bied, Bill told the story.

They had, j ust about finished cutting
their Wood, and were both working like
mad, when Bil heard a yell and look-.
up sa a . h off bis log înto the

snw'e erus over, and found bis,
chuni with the blood pouring out of a
big gash in' his foot. He fixed him up
as well as hie could, but it took a long
tinlie, and then started for town.

Well, of course, we were no farther
ahead. It did' seeni as if Mirar'dv
never would get married. It was a
trying situation. Kept us ail puzzling
while Jack lay at the parson's with bis
game foot, ar'd Bill did bis chores as
weli as bis own. Siprir'g came, ýthe
crops were put in, with a rush, as they
have to bie out here, and thetg we had
a few weeks to think things over,

Bill nd Jack agreed that the 4jhird
time «ý,Idldie the charm, and settle the
adffair, Fe way or another. They bhad
talked a long time as te how they would
decide. . Jack wanted te spin a quarter,
heads or tails, for first chance, but Bill
wouldr"t bear of it. He said it wasn't
chivaîrous. He had been reading a lot
about the old knights «and their lady-,
loves, ir' the spare minutes 'between
Jaék's chores and bis own, ar'd he
said "Mirandy car' give points to ar'y
of theni girls they made so mucb fuss
about in the old. days, and beat them,
hands dowrs, and it ain't fair te her
if we let ourselves be laid over by ar'y
knight that ever wore an iror' pot."

An'd Jack gave jr'. But it bothered
themn what to do. You see, there's-no
dragons, nor giants, nor enchanted
casties nowadays, and Kin'g Artbur
himself couldr"t earn bis saIt at 'the
knight business. But after nxuch study-
ing they got hold of a seheme. -The
wolves bad beer' mighty bad ir' our
county for the last year or two. You
couldn't keep a sheep, an'd the way
they gathered ir' the chickens and aucks
was a terror.' It may have been be-
cause Bill heard Mirandy sayir'g that
lier last turkey-hen had disappeared the
night before, 'but, anyway, they de-
cided that for the next two months they
would hunt wolves, and the man with
the biggest pile of scalps should go in
and wir'. Fromn that on, you could hear
the pop of a rifle most any tîme, day
or night, and soon wolves got to be
scarce as hen's teeth. They shot
wolves, trapped wolves, poisoned wolves,
and incidentally about haîf the dogs ir'
the settiement. Bill found a den and
dug up about elever' young ones, but
Jack got back with two litters of -five
each and one old one.

Excitement again ran high. Old
Mosey Pool bet bis lame mare
against Joe WilIow's brindle ox on
Jack. The boys said nothing but kept
popping away. They drove aIl tbrough
the county, and the wolves fairly had te
take to the bush.

The two months wore through, some-
how, and *Tpck brotught his pile of
scalps over to Bill's for the final count.
It baDnrened that about fifty of 1i.i
dropped ir', promiscuous like, on Bill
that morning; se we saw the comnt
First we courted out Jack's pile. Old
and yovrnç% îhere were just rinety-
seven scalps, ail told. T saw 'Bill turn
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